
Research note:  More than an Internet thing 

Ever since 2008, there has been attempts to stimulate interest in creating an appropriate 

UK Marxist Leninist Maoist organisation to move forward. This tenacious fifteen years of 

encouragement and support to re-spark organised Maoism in Britain has involved the same 

few activists, either veterans of the Maoist movement or new young converts, with the 

fraternal internationalist aid of likeminded co thinkers. 

Back in December 2008, an evening meeting at Conway Hall London was convened to 

address the question of «The Present International and National situations and the tasks of 

creating a revolutionary communist party in Britain». 

With voluntary help from a Norwegian comrade from Tjen Folket /Serve the People and 

Revolutionary Communist Youth, Kenneth Fuglemsmo speaking on “Experiences of party 

building in Norway” i, two veterans of the movement in Britain spoke on that evening of the 

17th to initiate the discussion on the way forward in Britain: Tongogara Otewodros spoke 

up “For a Multi-national Communist Party of Britain”, while Harry Powell’s call was “Get 

Organised!”. 

The invitation to the discussion stated: 

While the crisis of Global Capital has reached a peak unforeseen since the Great 

Depression of the thirties, Britain is without a revolutionary party. The ideological and 

organisational strengthening of the British working class movement is imperative and 

we must rise to the challenges that the Crisis of Global Capitalism has put before us, 

and breathe new life into the moribund British Communist movement, with the new 

vibrant ideology of Marxism Leninism Maoism, the resurgent ideology of the 21st 

Century. 

Nothing of substance emerged. Harry Powell of Revolutionary Praxis, recalled: 

“In the latter part of 2008 I was encouraged when three other Maoists invited me to 

join with them in convening a meeting to consider whether a MLM organisation 

could be formed in Britain. Since then there have been a number of meetings with a 

somewhat shifting range of people participating. At the last meeting I reluctantly 

reached the conclusion that practically all of these people had no real intention of 

trying to form a Maoist organisation. They don’t mind talking about the proposal in 

the abstract and discussing issues of the day such as the economic recession. But 

they are not going to take any effective political action about anything.” ii 

 

In the following decade, different approaches were tried, still bearing Norwegian influence, 

and seen in a number of initiatives that appeared on the internet.  

2013 saw the appearance a site called Red Solidarity using the handle – redsolidarity12. As 

reported in the July 2013 edition of the International Bulletin iii 



Red Solidarity today put posters up in North London in support of the People's War in 

India and in memory of Comrade Azad (see attachment). We have only formed very 

recently and could not participate in July 1st actions. However, we have noted the 

decision of the comrades from the Philippines to declare July a month of solidarity 

with the People's War in India and we have emulated this decision. Red Solidarity 

consists of people involved in struggles in the UK who want to also participate in 

international solidarity. We especially want to show solidarity with struggles the 

British Left tends to ignore such as the courageous struggles of the Communist Party 

of India (Maoist) and the Communist Party of the Philippines. iv 

There was some local activity with signs of flyposting activity in Haringay (North London). 

Again, its participation was noted in support of the call of the International Committee to 

Support the People’s War in India for a day of solidarity for political prisoners in India - Red 

Solidarity put up posters of support in North London. Text is reproduced below: 

Document 001 | 25th January International Day of Solidarity and Struggle! (2014) 

25th January 2014 International Day of Solidarity and Struggle! 

Unconditional release for all political prisoners in India! 

In jails in India prisoners face every kind of harassment, torture, denial of bail, 
inhumane living conditions, arbitrary transfers, brutal assaults and punishments of 
solitary confinement, and often the detained women are raped. 

 In spite of the fierce condition of detention, prisoners are resisting and struggling 
with revolutionary spirit and turning the dark jails in which they are confined into a 
battlefront against the rising fascism in India and the Indian regime. 

 Stop India being “the prison house of people’s movements”! Stop Operation Green 
Hunt! 

 Street demos, counter-information actions and mass protests! 

 Red Solidarity 

When Red Solidarity appeared as a blog in November 2013, it stated, with our Third-
Worldist orientation “the people’s struggles in the Philippines and India are like two shining 
beacons”. Its postings included:  

Maoists and the Struggle for National Self-determination 

Bala Was Not a Maoist 

Some Thoughts on Intersectionality 

Document 002 | Aims and Principles of Red Solidarity (2013) v 

https://redsolidarity12.wordpress.com/2014/01/27/25th-january-international-day-of-solidarity-and-struggle/
http://redsolidarity12.wordpress.com/2013/12/30/maoists-and-the-struggle-for-national-self-determination/
http://redsolidarity12.wordpress.com/2013/11/28/bala-was-not-a-maoist-2/
http://redsolidarity12.wordpress.com/2013/11/20/some-thoughts-on-intersectionality/


1.  Red Solidarity is a Marxist-Leninist-Maoist group dedicated to supporting revolutionary 
and anti-imperialist struggles in Britain and in the rest of the world. Among other struggles, 
we uphold the revolutionary people’s struggle in India being led by the Communist Party of 
India (Maoist) and the struggle in the Philippines led by the Communist Party of the 
Philippines. 

2. Britain has grown rich from the exploitation of the oppressed nations.  British capitalists 
and workers benefit from the super-profits and cheap goods provided by super-exploited 
labour in the oppressed nations.  The division of the world between rich and poor nations is 
due to exploitation and not any other factor.  Red Solidarity supports an end to the 
exploitation of the oppressed nations and the redistribution of resources from rich 
countries to poor countries by means of a process of reparations controlled by the 
oppressed nations. 

3. British workers suffer from the alienation and inequality that exists in any capitalist 
country, however rich it may be.  Socialism would make British people freer, happier and 
healthier, though not richer in material terms.  The British people would benefit from free 
housing, education and full employment.  Food banks and homeless hostels would become 
a thing of the past.  In general the British people will benefit from socialism.  However, Red 
Solidarity believes they must renounce their loyalty to their country and transfer their 
loyalty to the world’s working class to realise these benefits. 

4.  Real democracy does not exist in Britain.  No people can be free that oppresses 
another.  British oppression of other nations creates resistance and retaliation.  Imperialist 
oppression and exploitation of other countries creates a flow of refugees and economic 
migrants wanting to enter the UK. In response the British state resorts to all-pervasive 
surveillance and abuse of civil liberties in the in the name of clamping down on terrorism 
and illegal immigration.  Real democracy can only exist in Britain once it withdraws its 
armed forces from all other nations and ends its system of racist immigration controls. 

5.  Red Solidarity supports the just struggle for a United Ireland and supports those who 
rejected the Good Friday Agreement which was made to sustain partition.  We support the 
return of Gibraltar to Spain and the return of the Malvinas to Argentinian sovereignty. 

6.  Red Solidarity supports the just struggle of African people for a united, prosperous and 
free African nation.  We also support any efforts to unite the nations of Latin America and 
the Arab nations, to strengthen their resistance to imperialism.  We support all initiatives to 
unite the revolutionary struggles of South Asia and ultimately the South Asian people.  We 
would support similar initiatives in other oppressed regions.  The liberation of nations is the 
initial step towards the coming together of nations. 

7.  Red Solidarity acknowledges the reality of women’s oppression in the UK as well as the 
rest of the world.  Capitalist society relies on a regime of the unpaid labour of women which 
is enforced by male oppression.  It is this relationship that lies at the heart of the violence 
against women and sexual abuse that is prevalent even in a supposedly advanced country 
like Britain. 



8. It is the glorification of the bourgeois family and traditional gender roles that leads to the 
oppression of those who do not conform to this oppressive relationship.  Red Solidarity, 
therefore, upholds the cause of gay liberation. 

9.  Racism in the UK has its origin in Britain’s oppression of other nations and the racist 
ideology necessary to justify this and the maintenance of immigration controls, designed to 
maintain a material advantage for UK workers.  The defeat of UK imperialism and the 
ending of racist immigration controls will ultimately lead to the dying away of British 
racism. If this is combined with socialism and equality, it will not lead to the 
impoverishment of white, British workers. 

10. The liberation of humanity can only come from socialism and communism. There was 
no economic collapse of socialism or the state capitalist regimes that took over in Eastern 
Europe after socialism degenerated.  Soviet workers before the collapse of the USSR were 
far better off materially than the great mass of the world’s people.  There was no objective 
economic reason for this system to collapse, it was entirely due to the greed of the state 
capitalist elites that wanted to be rewarded as fully as their counterparts in the west 
without the need to limit and conceal their plundering for the sake of maintaining 
ideological appearances. To avoid this disaster happening again Red Solidarity upholds the 
continuation of the class struggle against the new bourgeoisie under socialism. 

  
 
The discussions on this short-lived site reflected contemporary themes of identity politics 

that had been neglected in maoist circles in the UK but were more developed in some 

American groups. An example of this approach was in Some Thoughts on Intersectionality 

Document 003 | Some Thoughts on Intersectionality (2013) 

Intersectionality has become the latest buzz word on the far left, though it has a long pre-
history.  As a concept it emerged in the late 1980′s and can be seen as a critique of the then 
dominant idea of feminist separatism; that all women have a common interest in fighting 
patriarchy because they have a shared experience in being women.  The prevalence of this 
ideology proved divisive on the left with women only demonstrations, women only 
meetings and women only buses being booked for protests. 

By contrast the concept of intersectionality, which was largely developed by black 
feminists, 
emphasises that women and everyone else have a myriad of cross cutting identities, 
whereas some may well attract oppressive behaviour from others, the same person whilst 
disadvantaged in one respect may be privileged in another; e.g. a white woman suffers 
oppression as a woman but enjoys a degree of privilege in a racist society as a white 
person.  The moral to be drawn from all this is not to splinter into smaller and smaller sub-
sets but to recognise where we are, organise accordingly and build unity based on that 
recognition and the overlaps which follow. 

http://redsolidarity12.wordpress.com/2013/11/20/some-thoughts-on-intersectionality/


The Internet and social media clearly play an important part in the current growth of 
intersectional thinking, indeed to some extent intersectionality appears to mirror social 
media in that each group locating themselves at a particular intersection will have links, 
likes and friends in the real world in much the same way as a blog or Facebook page has in 
the virtual. 

Allies have become an important concept in this context.  Thus people from outside the 
identity group in question but sympathetic to its goals play a supporting role, so men 
support feminist projects, whites supporting black initiatives etc. 

Sexual minorities have also found a niche within the intersectionality paradigm especially 
those that go beyond the now, more or less established, LGBT communities. So asexuals, 
intersex and a host of other orientations, genders and fetishes are represented, each 
intersecting with other identities. 

The transgender community have, for decades, been in the forefront of a battle against 
some radical feminists and their tendency to dismiss male to female transsexuals as male 
imposters. 

Intersectionality has enabled the transgender community to assert their place in the radical 
movement, uniting with those feminists who are more ‘intersectionally friendly’ including 
anarcha-feminists and socialist feminists.  At the same time, the transgender community 
have begun to contribute positively and visibly to a range of other progressive causes from 
environmental activism to anti-fascism, gaining more allies in the process. 

As well as ascribed characteristics; gender, sexuality, race etc; there are other identities to 
add to the mix.  Most importantly for the left is of course class which is largely ascribed (in 
that we are born into a particular class and, notions of social mobility notwithstanding, it is 
often difficult to move out). Class here however is one of many identities, it does not 
necessarily have the dominant status accorded to it in classical Marxism.  From a Maoist-
Third Worldist point of view this could be seen as a bonus.  From a First World perspective, 
the emphasis put on other ‘isms’ provides avenues of struggle which do not rely purely on 
economic situation and the mitigating effects the relative privilege which many First World 
workers enjoy. At the same time, potentially First World and Third World identities could be 
incorporated into the scheme, intersecting in the matrix of privilege and 
oppression. Thereby recognising the very different life chances, for example, of a non-
white woman working as a teacher in Britain and a non-white woman teaching in southern 
Mexico. 

There are problems however.  Alongside social identities, ideologies and lifestyle choices 
are sometimes added to the intersecting matrix.  Most people on the left would have 
difficulty in accepting veganism as a legitimate ideology in this context and many would 
consider elevating animal rights to the level of campaigning for rights for oppressed 
peoples to be offensive.  However, as a non-vegan the present writer believes the role of 
intersectionality among campaigners for animal rights should be welcomed as it is moving 
a significant number of vegan activists to view animal rights, not in isolation, but as part of 
a wider struggle, thus forcing them to engage with those other issues. The main motivation 



for this has been the unwelcome attention which the animal rights and environmental 
movements have received from far right groups hoping to make some headway for their 
reactionary ideas.  As the animal rights movement has become a battleground in the 
struggle against fascism a number of initiatives asserting the importance of opposing 
racism, sexism and homophobia as integral elements to any struggle for animal rights 
should be welcomed by the rest of the left, not derided. 

It should also be noted that there is nothing intrinsically progressive about 
intersectionality.  To take the example of Straight Edge; a lifestyle which developed within 
punk and related music scenes which involves abstinence from smoking, drinking alcohol 
and taking drugs.  Straight edge became an early forum for what has emerged as 
intersectional thinking.  Thus whilst the scene was largely dominated by anarchism, there 
was Communist Straight Edge, Antifa Straight Edge, Vegan Straight Edge, Queer Edge and 
then, as identities became compounded; Vegan Antifa Straight Edge.  Then things took a 
religious turn (perhaps this was not surprising given the historical association between 
abstinence and spirituality) with Christian Straight Edge, Muslim Straight Edge and even 
something called Krishna Core (straight edge for Hare Krishna disciples).  From here 
elements of the scene slipped down the slippery slope.  Hardline straight edge combined 
the initial abstinence from drink drugs and smoking, with veganism and (with or without 
the Christian or Muslim elements) endorsed the politics of anti-abortionists.  From there 
developed NA straight edge (NA = National Autonomous) and ultimately, NS straight Edge 
(NS = National Socialist). 

Outside of the straight edge scene it is possible to discern anti-abortion vegans, vegan 
Nazis, anti abortion feminists and even gay Nazis.  Despite their internal contradictions the 
existence of these admittedly tiny subcultures provides a warning that intersectionality is a 
tool rather than an ideology and as such can be used by both sides. 

So what has this got to do with Maoist Third-worldism?  If you have a perspective that the 
First World working class is largely bought off through the exploitation of the Third World 
then a perspective which emphasises the intersection and thus unity, of a number of social, 
political, personal and ideological identities, in addition to economic identity (i.e. class), 
then the concept could provide a means of identifying avenues of struggle in the First 
World which are not wholly dependent on economism.  Moreover the identities of First 
World and Third World can intersect with feminism, LGBT rights, green issues etc. which 
give emphasis to the particular contexts and difficulties of these struggles in the Third 
World. 

The high point of what is being called third wave feminism thus far was probably the Billion 
Women Rise protests of February 2013.  Not a billion, but certainly hundreds of thousands 
of women (and male allies) participated in scores of countries all over the world.  Among 
the most militant and largest protests were those seen in the Philippines where the most 
high profile organisation involved was Gabriela a mass revolutionary women’s group liked 
to the Maoist movement in the Philippines and to the International League for Peoples 
Struggle.  Similarly, it is worth noting the existence of adivasi student and adivasi women’s’ 
front organisations allied to the CPI(Maoist) in India. 



This writer also awaits with interest a promised article on ‘Queer Maoism’ on the 
Maosoleum blog which may provide further valuable perspective on this. Time will tell 
whether intersectionality becomes another passing left wing fad or an established method 
of thinking and acting throughout the revolutionary movement. 

Email your comments to: redsolidarity12@gmail.com 

 

 

The appearance of Red Block at the Anti NATO Maoist Camp and participation in the March 

to the NATO war planning meeting at Celtic Manor Newport on 4th September 2014. 

 

A Maoist Red-Block supported by comrades from Norway and Germany (associated with 

the Communist League of Norway) England and Wales.  Marching in formation, masked 

and militant; subjected to surveillance as Democracy and Class struggle blog reported a 

drone over the Maoist Camp on Tuesday 2nd September 2014. vi 

A year later further intervention was advertised with a planned protest at the visit to the UK 

of Narendra Modi, prime minister of India since 2014. A posting on the ‘democracyand 

classstruggle.blogspot’ promised, 

http://maosoleum.wordpress.com/tag/marxism-leninism-maoism/
https://democracyandclasstruggle.blogspot.com/2015/11/the-red-block-protests-narendra-modis.html
https://democracyandclasstruggle.blogspot.com/2015/11/the-red-block-protests-narendra-modis.html


Document 004 | Red Block to protest Narendra Modi visit to the UK (2015) 

The Red Block will be on November 12th 2015 at 12 noon outside Downing 

Street to protest Narendra Modi visit to the UK 

 

The visit of Narendra Modi to the UK should be protested by all who stand for 

human rights and democracy. 

Since coming to power in India eighteen months ago Modi's India has witnessed a 

increasing attack on Indian social and political rights and free thought. 

We have seen the targetting by Hindu extremists and murder of secular free 

thinkers like MM Kalburgi and Govind Pansare since Narendra Modi has come to 

power. 

We have also witnessed a rise in Hindu fundamentalist attacks on Dalits 

(untouchables) including recent murder by arson of two children in Faridabad town 

in Hayarana State. 

Muslims have also been the subject of attack by Hindu Fundamentalists in 

Muzzaffarnagar in the state of Uttar Pradesh 40 muslims were killed in an organised 

attack by Hindu gangs and 40,000 people displaced from their homes. 

 

Modi has politically polarised the people of India with the banning of Beef in States 

that have Muslim populations leading in Dadri to a Muslim being hanged for 

suspicion of having beef in his fridge. 

India's War on the People Operation Green Hunt against the Adivasi (tribal people) 

has reached a new level of intensity with Indian Airforce attacking tribal villages. 

The re-activation of the Salwa Judum vigilanties under different names in tribal 

areas killing people suspected of being Maoists is on the rise. 

The attack against free thought in India since Modi came to power has been 

recognised by the literary and academic community who have returned prizes and 

awards to the Indian Government to protest the arrival of Narendra Modi's Saffron 

Fascism in India. 

 

THE FULL SPECTRUM RESISTENCE TO UNION OF COMPRADOR CAPITALISM 

WITH HINDU FUNDAMENTALISM 

 

There is full spectrum resistance in India to this massive assault on the rights and 

intelligence of the Indian People and has members of the Red Block we applaud the 

leadership of the Communist Party of India (Maoist) who defends the Adivasi people 

against military assault. 

The Communist Party of India (Maoist) also supports the struggle of the Dalit 

People through it people's organisations rectifying the mistakes of Brahminical 

Communism of the revisionists in India. 

The India Goverment admits to arresting over 13,000 Maoists in India and regards 

the Maoists as the largest internal security threat - fearful that a united people led 

by Maoists will rise and finish off the Indian comprador capitalism of Narendra Modi 



and his global finance capitalist backers. 

The Struggle in India is not just a struggle of the people of India but a global struggle 

has Indian Comprador Capitalism spans the world and has a large presence in 

London which is based on the exploitation of the working people of the Indian sub 

Continent. 

The working people of the British Isles should join the working people of India in the 

global struggle to overthrow neo-liberal capitalism. 

The Red Block calls for unity in struggle against Narendra Modi of the working 

people of the British Isles with the working people of India not has an act of charity 

but in mutual self interest in destroying capitalism and imperialism in the 21st 

Century. 

 

Signed by 

Democracy and Class Struggle 

Revolutionary Praxis 

London Maoist Study Circle 

Serve the People - Communist League of Norway 

 

 In early December, representatives of the new Red Block International Campaign 
protest in London at delivery of Norwegian Christmas Tree to drop false charges against 
the Norwegian anti-racist Seven of SOS Racism were present at the Norwegian Christmas 
Tree presentation in Trafalgar Square. The intervention was arranged by three 
organisations (with as many members?) Democracy and Class Struggle, London Maoist 
Study Circle, Revolutionary Praxis. (December 3, 2015) 
 
Leaflets in Norwegian and English were delivered to the large Norwegian presence and 
supporting English crowd. The text read 
 



Document 005 | Hands off our Norwegian Brothers and Sisters of SOS RACISM (2015) 
 
Since 2008 the Norwegian State has been attacking SOS Racism and its leading members 
with false charges of fraud.  Many Norwegian youth organisations which receive  state 
funding Many Norwegian youth organisations which receive state funding the Labour Party 
Youth, the Catholic Youth have had problems following audits but none were politicised 
like the attack on SOS Racism in the Norwegian Media. 
 
The lead instigator for the Norwegian investigation against SOS Racism is Einar Endresen 
of the anti-immigrant racist Norwegian Progress Party and an hysterical media campaign 
has been whipped up against SOS Racism in Norway 
 
The attack on SOS Racism and in particular of Tjen Folket is attempt by the neo liberal 
Norwegian State to destroy the anti racist democratic princples of the Norwegian Anti 
Nazis Resistance so clearing embodied in SOS Racism activities with its support of 
vunerable refugee's especially now from Syria and its opposition to Islamophobia. 
 
The placing of Kjell Gunnar Larsen, Trond Torbjorsen, Henrik Ormasen, Kenneth 
Fuglemsmo, Jan Erik Skretteberg, Bjarne Stokke and Anne Elizabeth Hansen on trial is 
putting the Norwegian neo-liberal state on trial  and we are telling the whole world about 
this persecution of anti-racists. 
 
EXPOSE THE FRAUD AND RACISM OF THE NORWEGIAN STATE 
 
DEFEND THE NORWEGIAN SEVEN! 
 

 

The last public report on Red Block activity was in Dorset 2017. The Red Block of 

Revolutionary Praxis and Democracy and Class Struggle were at the Tollpuddle Festival of 

Socialism - The Red Block was born out of the  No to NATO in Newport a few years ago and 

remerged in London in opposition to the visit of Indian President Modi and made it 

appearance at the Tolpuddle Festival of Socialism . 

As a festival dedicated to the memory of the six Tolpuddle Martyrs, who were transported 

to Australia for unionising agricultural workers, a spark that led to an 800,000 strong 

https://democracyandclasstruggle.blogspot.co.uk/2014/08/no-to-imperialist-war-protest-march-to.html
https://democracyandclasstruggle.blogspot.co.uk/2015/11/the-red-block-protests-narendra-modis.html
https://www.tolpuddlemartyrs.org.uk/story
https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-tcxekk9twog/WWy2o1izGPI/AAAAAAAAYxA/hONi-tvRPP0GuDzoqGwfVen41LTLa2gAwCLcBGAs/s1600/toll1.jpg


petition and one of the first successful marches, Tolpuddle reminds us of the power of 

collective action and solidarity. 

Revolutionary Praxis organised a Forum: After the General Election Where Do we go from 

here? at which the Corbynistas were invited to state their views Harry Powell and Nickglais 

challenged the idea of a Parliamentary Road to Socialism on the basis of the theory and 

practice of the Labour Party for the last 100 years. 

 

 

The Red Critique - Another Front of the People's War 

In 2017, what seemed just an internet thing, was The Red Critique. From March 
2017, using the handle redguard 1966, “another wordpress blog site”, The Red 
Critique, Another Front of the People's War added to the number of Maoist-
influenced internet radicalism.  

 It describes itself as “an online journal of radical and revolutionary criticism, theory 
and praxis. Its intention and openly declared aim is to arm the proletariat with the 
most potent weapon in its arsenal: revolutionary theory & knowledge.” 

With its critical analysis of resurgent British social democracy under Corbyn it seems to be a 
British-orientated site arguing that “the Maoists have taken up the banner and the guns of 
struggle in all corners of the world from the Philippines and Nepal to India, Texas and 
California”. The inclusion of the last two perhaps reflecting the stance of America’s Maoist 
associated with Struggle Sessions and Tribune of The People (USA) ? There were postings 
focused on UK topics for the rest of the year before the site was deleted. 

April 19 2017   Time To Forget Labour & Move On 

May    6 2017   Labour from the Left… 

October 19 2017  A Century On   

October 24 2017  Maoist Roads 

October 27 2017   Problems of Socialism in the UK 
 
November   1 2017 When Workers Won: Celebrate the Centenary! 

December 13 2017  On Socialism: The Basics 

The centenary of the October Revolution was marked by a gathering on November 11, 2017 
when around 20 comrades in London to celebrate the October Revolution. The meeting 
was organized by Revolutionary Praxis, a British Marxist-Leninist-Maoist organization. The 
centerpiece was a report from Harry Powell’s trip to Leningrad where he joined the 
international demonstration for the Centennial of the October Revolution. The audience 
reflected the reach of the group, consisting of familiar faces, mainly veterans of the 
movement.  

https://woodsmokeblog.wordpress.com/2017/04/23/32-americas-maoist-mushrooms/
https://woodsmokeblog.wordpress.com/2017/04/23/32-americas-maoist-mushrooms/
https://struggle-sessions.com/
https://tribuneofthepeople.news/
https://theredcritique.wordpress.com/2017/10/24/maoist-roads/
https://theredcritique.wordpress.com/2017/10/24/maoist-roads/
https://theredcritique.wordpress.com/2017/10/24/maoist-roads/
https://theredcritique.wordpress.com/2017/12/13/turning-left/
http://www.redspark.nu/en/imperialist-states/united-kingdom-london-celebrate-the-great-october-revolution/
http://www.redspark.nu/en/imperialist-states/united-kingdom-london-celebrate-the-great-october-revolution/


Within a few years the mainstay behind two Maoist groups died. The blogsite 
democracyandclassstruggle last posted on August 2019. Revolutionary Praxis’ Facebook 
account last post of October 2020 was an obituary for Harry Powell. Its website deleted. 

What alternative then? The various fragments of revisionist remnants, ‘tankies’ and self-
proclaimed anti-imperialist vehement in their support and aligned to an imperialist power? 
Some Marxist-Leninist groups in the UK may reflect some agreeable positions, however the 
folly of entryism and inability to advance would soon surface on major lines of demarcation.  

 

 REVOLUTIONARY THEORY FROM GREAT BRITAIN 

A New venture appeared in 2020, Red Voice Media which seemed authentically based on 
British-based activism. Red Voice Media (RVM) was launched 1st of May 2020. This is a 
revolutionary web portal promoting Maoism in the British Isles. On the 1st of May, they 
published a text by Norwegian activist, Ragnar V. Røed on what Maoism is and the 
international declaration written by El Maoista and signed by 17 Maoist parties and 
organizations, which among other things called to unite the International Communist 
Movement under the banner of Maoism. 

In the description of the blog, the editorial board writes: 

“Red Voice Media’s editorial boards line is that of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, and we have the 
goal of reconstructing the Communist Party of Great Britain. However, you do not need to be an 
organised communist, or fully agree with our line to contribute to RVM.  

Our aim here is to foster a healthy debate amongst communists and not every article on this 
website will be written by the RVM editorial board unless otherwise stated. If you would like to 
contribute any material you have written, we would urge you to get in touch. 

We would encourage people from all walks of life to become organised in the international 
communist movement where they can, however to be organized, an organised revolutionary, 
there must first be contact with a revolutionary organisation. If you are also interested in this, 
please tell us what you are looking for and we can forward your message on.” 

On the 1st of June 2020, RVM published an interesting article on the reconstitution of the 
Communist Party of Great Britain.  

Document 006 | The British Road to Revisionism (2020) 

https://redvoicemedia.wordpress.com/
https://redvoicemedia.wordpress.com/2020/06/01/the-british-road-to-revisionism/
https://redvoicemediagreatbritain.wordpress.com/


The British Road to Revisionism 

“We must draw a clear line between ourselves and the enemy” – Mao Tse Tung 
 

The Communist Party of Great Britain was founded in 1920, alongside many other historic 
parties following the soon to be victory of the Bolsheviks in the East. The CPGB made huge 
strides in the following decades, and it is this legacy which is currently being retarded by 
modern day Communist ‘Parties’, such as that of the Communist Party of Britain, or 
Communist Party Great Britain – Marxist-Leninist, amongst others.  

Each organisation claims to be “The” Communists, the self appointed vanguard of the 
working class, whilst supporting no significant base amongst the masses, practising no 
mass line, and having no people’s army (or not even an intention of forming one). It is for 
these reasons we cannot consider these organisations The Communist Party in anything 
other than name. It should be understood that it is the primary aim of British Communists 
to construct these three instruments of revolution.  

We at RVM are not claiming to have constructed either of these, however it is important on 
the centenary of the founding of the CPGB to understand that this is the task set before us, 
as well as to firmly grasp the current political landscape, and how it emerged. 

The Labour Party & Social Fascism 

In the early years of the CPGB, there was huge debate on the role of the newly formed 
Labour Party, and what Communists relations to it ought to be, and should Communists 
participate in British parliament?  

It was argued by figures such as Willie Gallacher and Suffragette Sylvia Pankhurst, that 
Communists should not participate in the bourgeois parliament, and took a stance against 
the Labour Party, despite their strong links to many popular trade unions at the time. This 
was a position Lenin famously criticised in Left Wing Communism. Leading the CPGB to run 
their members in elections under the banner of the Labour Party, leading to the first 
communist MP, Saklavata. It is also important to stress that whilst Lenin did not retract his 
statements made in Left Wing Communism, he did acknowledge his mistakes in supporting 
certain elections. [See Stalin’s Speech delivered at a meeting called by the Moscow 
Committee, R.C.P. (B.) on the occasion of V. I. Lenin’s Fiftieth Birthday, April 23, 1920] 

Whilst Marxist-Leninist-Maoists do not oppose contending in elections in principle, we do 
not consider this to be a worthwhile practice under current conditions, and the vast 
majority of western MLM organisations take a similar stance. We do not disagree with 
Lenin in principle, but it must be understood that a dogma has been formed around this 
position amongst many in the British left, that you must contend in elections. It is perhaps 
this reply from Lenin which sparked the conflation of reformists and revolutionaries in 
British politics.  

This begs the question: How do revolutionaries view the Labour Party? 
 
It should be made clear that the Labour Party is a capitalist party, or more specifically a 



social democratic one. This ideology is opposed to working class revolution in favour of 
gradual reforms, and is what we would call social fascism. Why do we call it this? 
 
In short, it is simply because Labour can be described as socialist in name, fascist in nature. 
But we should make clear that social democracy and fascism are not one unified political 
block, quite the opposite. Fascism empowers corporations through privatisation, Social-
Democracy empowers corporations through State-Capitalism under the Bourgeois State. 
They are twins which facilitate one another, serving the same purpose; the prevention of 
socialist revolution.  

Why can social-democracy be considered fascisms twin? It is because social democracy acts 
as a path for the ruling class to inject their ideology into the working class movement, 
pacify it and consume it. This should be abundantly clear in how Labour dominates the 
trade union movement, and many grass root campaigns. Social democracy seeks out 
forced class collaborationism, which would be administered by reactionary trade unions 
(Unite, Unison etc), Labour activists seeking to pacify the anti fascist, anti war movements, 
or trying to dominate many COVID 19 aid groups and so on. These objectives are 
inseparable from that of corporatism, which in itself is often characteristic of fascism.  

The Building of The British Road 

Returning to the CPGB, in the years preceding World War II, Comintern encouraged 
Communist Parties to lead what was called the Popular Front. This policy encouraged 
parties to abandon their revolutionary programs (for example, our readers should study the 
CPGBs 1929 & 1935 programs Class Against Class and For Soviet Britain) in favour of broad 
collaboration with social democratic parties, which in turn served to defend bourgeois 
democracy.  

At this point in time, Soviet industrialisation was still rapidly advancing, but they knew they 
were ultimately buying time until they would be invaded by Nazi Germany. Industrialization 
needed to be maintained for as long as possible to provide sufficient materials for war. It is 
often argued this policy was put in place to defend the Soviet Union, at the time the only 
socialist nation, rather than to forward socialist revolution across the globe.  

This policy was ultimately continued throughout the war, and in fairness did lead to some 
growth in the CPGB. However, after the war was won, and the Soviet Union defended, 
there was no reason to defend the continuation of this policy. With the British state lying in 
ruin, a policy of revolutionary war should have been waged. 

“Turn imperialist war into civil war” – Lenin 

However, in 1951 the CPGB published the first of many editions of The British Road to 
Socialism.  

This document suggests that socialism can be legislated into existence. To quote “[…] to 
bring about decisive change in Britain, the millions of workers in trade unions, cooperatives, 
and individual members’ sections of The Labour Party will have to use their political and 
industrial strength to make it impossible for the right-wing Labour leaders or the Tories to carry 



on their present pernicious policy […] It is through this struggle that the unity of all the workers 
by hand and brain, by professional people and farmers can develop a movement strong 
enough to defeat the rich and their defenders in the Labour Party, to ensure peace and a future 
for all working people. […] Only by united action between all sections of the labour movement 
can the working class rally all its forces and all its allies for decisive action to win a 
parliamentary majority and form a People’s Government.” 
 
Readers should note that, along the very blatant reformism in this passage, the suggestion 
that we should only use our “political and industrial strength” negates the need for a 
People’s Army, and negates the universal principle that political power grows out the barrel 
of the gun. Reducing the role of the Communist Party from a militant force into a faction of 
the Labour Party.  

Following the original 1950 version, the British Road to Socialism (BRS) was updated again 
in 1958 following Khrushchev’s Secret Speech, and claimed that “A transition to socialism is 
possible without armed conflict in many countries” and that this was without doubt 
applicable in Britain where there was a “strong tradition of democratic institutions”. Not only 
is this a slap in the face to the workers movement, but a slap in the face to the Irish 
Republican movement, or other British colonies, who for decades had been facing the 
wrath of said “democratic institutions”. 

This should highlight again the role of social-fascism. This time not only is it Labour, but it is 
coming from the once socialist base itself, that is Khrushchev’s Soviet Union. The BRS tows 
both Khrushchev’s policy of peaceful coexistence with the capitalist world, and the 
“dictatorship of the whole people”, under which the newly emerged Soviet bourgeois was 
enforced under a corporatist model. For this reason, alongside the slander of revolutionary 
leadership and the pacification of militant parties is why when we quote Mao saying “The 
Soviet Union is a dictatorship of the Hitlerite variety”, it is not phrase mongering for shock 
value, it is the correct historical evaluation.  

However, it would be ahistorical to blame all this on Khrushchev. Many proponents of the 
BRS will often point out how Stalin endorsed the BRS, and aided it’s creation. However, we 
are not dogmatists. We are pragmatists. We do not wish to follow a policy which has 
caused the demise of multiple Communist “Parties”. It should also be of note, that Stalin 
criticised the leadership of the CPGB under Harry Pollitt that they were “too soft” on the 
Labour Party and needed to maintain that Labour was, and always will be a bourgeois 
party. Alongside this, we should note that the only information Stalin had regarding the 
state of the CPGB, came from the CPGB itself, and cannot be deemed wholly accurate, as it 
was likely they would big up their influence as to appear more like the mass parties in 
France and Italy.  

This policy was continued, and briefly updated over the years, getting worse with each 
edition, until the CPGB dissolved itself after the coup in the USSR in 1991. However a 
handful of years prior to this, in 1988 a large section of the CPGB which rallied around the 
Morning Star newspaper, split to form the Communist Party of Britain, who claimed that 
the later editions of the BRS were eurocommunist, and to this day follow a version of the 
BRS which is wholly unchanged since the 1951 edition. 



Like the demise of the CPGB, we see the same thing repeated with the CPB. With the rise 
of Jeremy Corbyn as Labour leader in 2016, they saw huge swaths of their members leave 
to join Labour, and it does not appear that they have returned following the election of Keir 
Starmer. Those familiar with internal Labour politics should see how Corbyn’s leadership 
and the attempted purge of Blairites, was very much in line with the BRS. In fact, Corbyn 
was everything they could have wanted in the Labour Party. And it failed. It fell flat on its 
face. Yet they still adhere to the rat race of reformism, yet to properly answer to the failures 
of Corbyn, and that it’ll all be fine if we just try harder next time… 

This is also the case with the Trotskyist group Militant Tendency, who attempted to weave 
their way into Labour councils, especially in North West England during the 1970s, going 
onto control large amounts of Labour’s youth organisation, leading to much of them to be 
expelled from Labour in this ultimately futile exercise.   

People’s War for People’s Peace 

It is for these reasons, we put forward the slogan “People’s war for people’s peace”. It is 
essential that we recognise the never ending roundabout that’s presented by the BRS, and 
similar programs such as the entryism of the IMT or the betrayal of the Irish revolution by 
Sinn Fein, and grasp the necessity of revolutionary violence, and the universality of people’s 
war. Today peoples war is beginning to be waged across the globe. From Peru, to India, to 
Turkey, to the Philippines, to Palestine, to Brazil in the latest revolutionary wave. That is 
the revolutionary wave presented by Marxism-Leninism-Maoism.  

We would also like to make it clear that, whilst we are proud to openly demarcate ourselves 
from Labour, we do not hold people who hold passive support for figures like Corbyn in 
contempt, we would like to work with these people in the hope of winning them over from 
their rightist positions. 

It should be recognised that the principal aim for communists in Great Britain should be the 
reconstitution of the Communist Party of Great Britain, as both a militant and Maoist force. 
This may be significantly more challenging than simply tailing the Labour party, and we 
would like to stress that war is not a desirable proposition, we do not want to go to war 
however we are forced to. it is the only way in which a dictatorship of the proletariat is to be 
established in Britain.  

“No significant revolution in history has come about without a civil war. No serious Marxist 

would conceive the transition from capitalism to socialism without civil war.” – Lenin 

 

 

The site carried an article originally published by Tjen Folket Media By Ragnar Røed, 
published in September 2018 ( but written before the initiation of the first great 
rectification campaign in Tjen Folket) entitled, Why Maoism? What is Maoism?  (1st May 
2020). This presentation politically confirmed alignment with Marxism-Leninism-Maoism 
as the third stage of Marxism, arguing, “Those who wish to be Marxists or Leninists today 
must be Maoists”.  

https://tjen-folket.no/index.php/en/2019/08/14/why-maoism-what-is-maoism/


Furthermore, “Maoism is developed in the first place by six great communist leaders: Marx, 
Engels, Lenin, Stalin, Mao, and Gonzalo.” Briefly the position held is that Maoism could not 
be formulated clearly before the death of Mao. After socialism in China fell to 
counterrevolution between 1976 and 1978, it was the Communist Party of Peru (CPP) 
reconstructed under the leadership of Chairman Gonzalo in the 1970s, that led the way in 
formulated Maoism as an “ism” for the first time and as something more than and 
something different from “Mao Zedong Thought”. Mao Zedong inspired communists all 
around the world. Maoism is not Mao’s thoughts on China, but all that is universal from 
these thoughts – that is to say the aspects of Mao and the CPC’s development of Marxism-
Leninism that are applicable all around the world and for the entirety of the proletariat.    

 Chairman Gonzalo has, in the formulation of Maoism and the application of it to the 
concrete conditions in Peru, made several clarifications and advancements appreciated as 
Gonzalo Thought , Maoism applied to the concrete conditions for revolution in Peru, but it 
is the universal conclusions in these thoughts that apply to the rest of the world: for 
example, the line for the concentric construction of the revolution’s instruments, 
the militarization of the communist parties and the emphasis on leadership (“jefetura”).  

 

The suggested links of fellow co-thinkers, and contributed articles, identify the 
international network of mutual support  

Tjen Folket Media (Norway) who “salutes the effort of the comrades to promote Maoism 
and the reconstitution of the Communist Party and encourage our readers to follow RVM.” 

https://tjen-folket.no/index.php/en/2020/06/04/british-isles-new-revolutionary-web-page/ 

BannedThought.net 

Struggle Sessions 

Tribune of The People (USA) 

Dem Volke Dienen (Germany)   

 2020 Long Live May Day! Discard the illusions and plunge into battle! 

The approach of the site was to appeal for involvement, for the accumulation of forces 
through engagement with RVM. It was an appeal for its readership to contribute. 

Document  007 | Contribute (2021) 

“Let one hundred flowers blossom & one hundred schools of thought contend” 

 – Mao Tse Tung 

Please contact RedVoiceMedia@Protonmail.com for all enquiries. 

https://tjen-folket.no/index.php/en/
https://tjen-folket.no/index.php/en/2020/06/04/british-isles-new-revolutionary-web-page/
http://bannedthought.net/
https://struggle-sessions.com/
https://tribuneofthepeople.news/
https://www.demvolkedienen.org/index.php/de/
https://redvoicemedia.wordpress.com/2020/05/01/long-live-may-day-discard-the-illusions-and-plunge-into-battle/


Red Voice Media’s editorial boards line is that of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, and we 
have the goal of reconstructing the Communist Party of Great Britain. However you 
do not need to be an organised communist, or fully agree with our line to contribute 
to RVM.  

Our aim here is to foster a healthy debate amongst communists and not every article 
on this website will be written by the RVM editorial board unless otherwise stated. If 
you would like to contribute any material you have written, we would urge you to get 
in touch. 

We would encourage people from all walks of life to become organised in the 
international communist movement where they can, however to be organised a 
organised revolutionary, there must first be contact with a revolutionary 
organisation. If you are also interested in this, please tell us what you are looking for 
and we can forward your message on.  

In August 2021 a post written by the RVM Editorial Board offered an explanation for the 
spluttering start of the awareness publicity campaign to draw others in. To be fair it was a 
time of Covid-19 induced slouch for British society in general, amid a stop-go lockdown and 
social anxiety and social distancing enforcements. 

Document 008 | Self-Criticism, Anti-Revisionism and Revolutionary Optimism (2021) 

Greetings comrades. It has been too long since we have posted and as such we are due 
some self-criticism. You may have noticed this blog has gone quiet for a while, and in some 
cases we have been hard to reach. The truth is there have been some internal setbacks 
alongside external/personal factors, but this is no excuse. Comrades have got in contact, 
eager to hear more, to learn more and to get involved, whilst our failures have resulted in 
little or no response in some cases, and an inaccurate view in parts of the Maoist 
community, that Red Voice Media is a dead or inactive blog. This could not be further from 
the truth, as although we have been through a period of struggle, great progress has also 
been made through two-line struggles and theoretical development. Now that we have 
come out the other end stronger and more determined, the future looks bright and our 
revolutionary optimism drives us forwards. 

It is easy to look at the situation in Britain and be pessimistic, what with right-wing 
reactionaries so brazenly operating within the Conservative and Labour parties, and a sea 
of stagnant, revisionist ‘communist’ parties who have lost touch with the masses and exist 
in a fugue state, frozen in the past, whilst they slowly succumb to the death spiral they find 
themselves in. However, this is exactly why we cannot be pessimistic. The Maoist 
movement in Britain is small and has faced difficulties and setbacks as with all movements, 
but as the most advanced stage of Marxism, it is also the most exciting and vibrant 
movement. Unlike other reformist or revisionist movements, with the same tired 
strategies, generic slogans and in-differentiable political lines, Maoism is making advances 
in theory and practice. It is fundamentally our job as British Maoists to expand on that 
knowledge, continue to learn, and to turn that theory into praxis. No science can remain 
stagnant, stuck in the past of its former glory, and Marxism is no different. 

https://redvoicemediagreatbritain.wordpress.com/2021/08/02/self-criticism-anti-revisionism-and-revolutionary-optimism/


So please look forward to us becoming more active once again, with articles written from a 
firmly anti-revisionist, Marxist-Leninist-Maoist lens. We will continue to highlight the 
urgency and necessity of Maoism as the ideology of the proletariat, across Britain and the 
world. 

Take this as a call to action, to all British Maoists, to be optimistic but not apathetic. The 
tide of communism is inevitable, and it relies on advanced comrades playing their part. So 
do not hesitate to get in touch whether you seek to criticise, to comment, to question or to 
get involved. Revolution in Britain may seem distant, but every day it gets less so, and as 
capitalism’s horrors, weaknesses and irrationality become more apparent to greater 
sections of the British working class, our job as Maoists is to listen to the masses, 
incorporate their experiences through a Marxist lens, and ensure that they are not exploited 
for the gain of the various dying cliques of British revisionists, far more interested in 
fleecing their members and converting them into newspaper peddlers, but instead are 
brought towards the living, breathing science that is Marxism-Leninism-Maoism and 
advancing the British revolutionary struggle. 

Harry Powell once remarked: “My reluctant conclusion is that Maoism in Britain is finished. 
Convince me that I am wrong”. Let us show him how wrong he was. 

 

In November 2021 Red Voice Media reported that its Maoist Blog “URL was competing with 
an incredibly reactionary website, also called redvoicemedia, which was suppressing us 
within the search engine. Comrades would try to search us up only to find outright bigotry.” 
To better differentiate them a new URL was arranged 
https://redvoicemediagreatbritain.wordpress.com/.  

“This has meant that old links are no longer working, and we do not want to give the 
impression we are no longer operating.” 

That same month, action was taken in Support the People’s War in India when the 
Chhattisgarh police decided to launch ‘Prahaar 3’ (Attack 3) — an anti-Maoist offensive – to 
eliminate the top Maoist leaders in the Bastar region, in the state of Chhattishgarh in 
central India. 

RV activists began flyposting in solidarity with the masses of 
India and the Communist Party of India (Maoist) in their 
struggle against the fascist Modi regime. The actions of this 
media front maintained the perspective that situate revolution 
in Britain as a part of the international revolutionary struggle 
to destroy capitalism and build socialism. The basic approach, 
at this accumulation of forces stage in party-building, was to 
generate interest in and attachment to revolutionary Marxism 
in Britain. To achieve this by spreading knowledge of the 
revolutionary outlook of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism among 
the working class and middle strata in Britain. Although 
essentially a propaganda group, it was through political action 
that it reaches out to people with its’ revolutionary message.  

https://redvoicemediagreatbritain.wordpress.com/


Image: revolutionary holds up a poster condemning the Modi regime and revolutionaries in action 

 
 
As life in Britain in 2022 took on a post-lockdown appearance, RVM reaffirmed its 
intentions to organisational establish a presence for the resurgent ideology of the 21st 
Century. 
 

“We are in the process of reforming our organisation and are once again building on 
reconstituting a Maoist presence within Britain. This new direction will place extra 
focus upon praxis rather than just acting as a media front. If you are still interested in 
revolutionary thought and action please email us back for further contact.” vii 

 

 

 

 

N O T E S  

i Kenneth Fuglemsmo (1983 - ) is a Norwegian activist in the Communist League Serve the People , which was 
established as a revolutionary breakaway group from the AKP in 1997. He was a spokesman for the party's 
youth group Revolutionary Communist Youth (RKU) and active in SOS Racism . https://tjen-
folket.no/index.php/en/ 
 
ii  Harry Powell, Maoism in Britain - Is this the End? July 2009. Paolo Babini, Party of the Committees to 
Support Resistance – for Communism (CARC-Italy) wrote in reply 
On Harry Powell’s paper – Is this the End – Maoism in Britain 
 
iii Produced by the International Committee to Support the People’s War in India 
https://icspwindia.wordpress.com/  
 
iv https://icspwindia.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/1julbull_en_40.pdf 

v Posted by redsolidarity12 on November 20, 2013 
 
vi http://democracyandclasstruggle.blogspot.com/2014/09/first-report-red-block-anti-nato.html 
 
vii Correspondence, April 22 2022 
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