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Right Up Against the State 

National Action may have been the first extreme right-wing group to be proscribed 

as a terrorist organisation however it joined 70 other organisation to be proscribed 

by the British state, including 14 organisations connected to Northern Ireland. 

It was banned by Home Secretary Amber Rudd on December 16, 2016 after a series 

of incidents, including its voicing support for the murder of MP Jo Cox. 

Announcing the ban, then Home Secretary Amber Rudd said: “National Action is a 

racist, anti-Semitic and homophobic organisation, which stirs up hatred, glorifies 

violence and promotes a vile ideology, and I will not stand for it. 

“It has absolutely no place in a Britain that works for everyone.” 

Consistency is seldom a feature of bourgeois politics as Amber Rudd resigned as 

Home Secretary in the midst of the controversy over the government's treatment of 

those known as the Windrush generation, and their relatives with  its "hostile 

environment" policies designed to deter illegal immigration. 

  

Migrants from Commonwealth countries, who were encouraged to settle in the UK 

from the late 1940s to 1973, were being wrongly declared illegal immigrants and 

targeted by state bodies for deportation in a systematic denial of their citizens’ 

rights. 

 

The effect was similar to policies National Action advocated: Only they did not have 

the Home Office, police, border force and Department for Work & Pensions to 

implement the policies. 

 

The State remains an arena for bourgeois contention and whilst state invention and 

regulation has not been the main thrust of government social policies, economically 

the maintenance of economic competition within flexible boundaries remains its 

default position. Far from being a neutral arbitrary of society, upholding peaceful 

methods to achieve political aims, the function and operation of state mechanism 

remain design to defend the capitalist social norms along with its economic 

imperative. That those social norms evolve making the state seem a defender of 

rights is only true in a very narrow bandwidth that can contract as well as be 

expanded in response to society’s contradiction and economic needs framed by its 

imperialist base.  

https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/42492009.pdf


The target of a mainly young, small band of immature activists from the right of the 

political spectrum, with their political stunts and inflammatory behaviour eventually 

drew the attention of the guardians of the state.i  That it was the state that 

organisationally smashed the far right National Action reflects the dominant social 

democratic morale that can be recalibrated if thought required. 

The ideological apparatus of the system’s judiciary was deployed in stages that 

disintegrated and dismantled the undeveloped challenge in response to right-wing 

extremism. The ongoing Mitting enquiry into undercover policing reveals some of 

the deception and deceit used by spycops engaged in surveillance of Left and anti-

racist campaigners’ since 1968. In other circumstances, as in the north of Ireland, 

state agents took more murderous options. 

The publicity may have been “slick” for the much-hyped and publicised White Man 

March in Newcastle but the actual performance lacking, incompetent for what was 

seen as a fringe gang on the 

fascist scene.  

Anti-fascists had a different take 

on (what were derisory referred 

to by some as) National Acne,  

publishing a celebrated moment 

when their publicity stunt goes 

wrong  such as  when National 

Action retreated to the lost 

property depot at Liverpool Lime 

Street Station after coming 

under a heavy barrage of 

projectiles from counter-

protesters in 2015. 

They embarked on sticker 

campaigns, dressed in black skull masks, they would gather for demonstrations, 

waving banners and making Nazi salutes. Their mobilised numbers never matched 

the English Defence League attracting less than thirty at York, less in Leeds and you 

can count the feet at Liverpool Lime Street.  

They used social media as in their 2014 campaign they launched against Liverpool 

MP Luciana Berger, called “Operation Jew Bitch” which resulted in her being 

bombarded with thousands of offensive tweets. Garron Helm was sentenced to four 

weeks in prison  for his part in harassing Berger. He featured prominently in an ITV 

News expose on a National Action “terror training camp” alleged to have taken 

place in the Peak District in March, 2017. There was also attention from the BBC: 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk/undercover-police-and-policing
https://undercoverresearch.net/
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/dec/07/racist-troll-guilty-harassing-labour-mp-luciana-berger-joshua-bonehill-paine
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/dec/07/racist-troll-guilty-harassing-labour-mp-luciana-berger-joshua-bonehill-paine


“National Action: The new parents and the neo-Nazi terror threat,” November 12, 

2018.  
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Figure 1 National Action 2016 Leeds Town Hall 

 

Attempts at publicity stunts - like advertising a Miss Hitler contest and performing 

Nazi salutes at Germany’s Buchenwald Camp - gave them a profile without rallying 

support. It led to ridicule and humiliation for an organisation that fetishes 

violence with its very impotence seen in their adventurist speculations taken as 

evidence of the far-right’s potential for terrorism. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/stories-45919730
https://www.bbc.com/news/stories-45919730


Hope Not Hate and others correctly argued that the group continued to organise, 

recruit and train, in spite of any police action against individuals, under a number of 

different names and guises. Its analysis is that 

 “There is a paradox to the far right in Britain today. Organisationally, the movement 

is weaker than it has been for 25 years… Yet, at the same time, the far right poses a 

bigger threat – in terms of violence and promotion of its vile views, particularly anti-

Muslim views, than it has in many years.” 

 

Figure 2Marching in Darlington 

Described as a small, overtly national socialist groupuscule ii , after the ban, some 

of the group’s membership iii re-branded and re-organised into several underground 

regional sub-units with names like Scottish Dawn, and NS131  in a bid to avoid 

detection.  Criminal trials that followed the banning explored whether young men 

who had been members of National Action continued to meet confirm, beyond a 

reasonable doubt, membership in “a proscribed terrorist organization.” Some, but 

not all, of the former members prosecuted by association were found guilty of the 

offense. 

2018 saw a series of trials and re-trails that ended with key supporters of National 

Action being convicted under terrorism legislation, by far the most significant 



prosecution of any far right group since 1963 when Colin Jordan and John Tyndall 

were prosecuted for the Spearhead paramilitary group.iv 

Two trials in Birmingham and one in London saw people convicted of membership 

of National Action. Among those convicted were Christopher Lythgoe, the leader 

of National Action.

 

Figure 3      Darren Fletcher, left, who admitted being a member of National Action, posing with Adam Thomas and his 
partner, Claudia Patatas, at their home in Waltham Gardens, Banbury, Oxfordshire 

Two of them, Adam Thomas and Claudia Patatas, had given their baby the middle 

name Adolf as a tribute to Hitler. Another two trials in Leeds saw 19-year-old Jack 

Coulson admit to making a pipe bomb and Wayne Bell convicted of using social 

media to post racist and anti-Semitic material. 

British soldiers were among alleged supporters charged with terror offences. Lance 

Corporal Mikko Vehvilainen (Royal Anglian regiment), Private Mark Barrett and 

Alexander Deakin, a civilian, stood accused of being members of the banned group 

National Action and other offences. 

Vehvilainen, originally from Finland, was jailed for eight years for being a member of 

National Action after the prosecution at his trial successfully argued he had been 

trying to recruit fellow soldiers into the group.v 

https://www.hopenothate.org.uk/research/investigations/briefing-national-action/


-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 “These sentences are the culmination of two years of painstaking work in the West 

Midlands and across the country to recognise and understand the threat of National 

Action. 

“These individuals were not simply racist fantasists; we now know they were a 

dangerous, well-structured organisation. 

“Their aim was to spread neo-Nazi ideology by provoking a race war in the UK and 

they had spent years acquiring the skills to carry this out. 

“They had researched how to make explosives, they had gathered weapons and 

they had a clear structure to radicalise others. Unchecked they would have inspired 

violence and spread hatred and fear across the West Midlands.” vi 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

National Action, according to Hope Not Hate, was formed by Ben Raymond, Alex 

Davies, Wayne Bell, Ashley Bell, Mark James and Kevin Layzell. Raymond and Davies 

founded National Action as university students in 2013, recruiting young and 

vulnerable followers with online propaganda, demonstrations and publicity stunts. 

In 2016, it became the first far-right group to be banned under British terror laws, 

making membership an offence punishable by 10 years imprisonment. 

 

 

 

The group had not carried out any terrorist attacks, although National Action 

supporter Zack Davies attempted to behead a Sikh man in a Welsh supermarket in 

2015, and there was a plan to kill Labour MP Rosie Cooper. The organisation hit 

headlines when members voiced support for the murder in June 2016 of Labour MP 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/834342/Chris_Allen_-_National_Action_Post_Publication_Revisions.pdf
http://hopenothate.org.uk/research/the-hate-files/national-action/
http://hopenothate.org.uk/research/the-hate-files/national-action/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/neo-nazi-national-action-ban-home-secretary-amber-rudd-terror-laws-a7470371.html


Jo Cox by Thomas Mair, with its North East division’s Twitter account stating: “Vote 

Leave – don’t let this man’s sacrifice be in vain. The organisation used Mair’s 

outburst at his trial – “death to traitors, freedom for Britain” – as its slogan on its 

former website. 

Attention in the first half of 2020 was on the trial of what were regarded as hard core 

members for terrorism related offences, and two for sexual offences including 

children. 

Mark Jones, along with his ex-partner Alice Cutter were both found guilty of 

membership of a terrorist group after their trial in March at Birmingham Crown 

Court. Two other co-defendants were also sentenced: Garry Jack and Connor 

Scothern. Cutter jailed for three years, while Jones received a five-and-a-half-year 

prison term. Jack received a four-and-a-half-year sentence, and Scothern has been 

handed a sentence of detention for 18 months. 

 

Mark Jones, who counterterror police described as a “lynchpin in the national 

structure” of the terrorist group, was sentenced alongside his former fiancée Alice 

Cutter. They had been arrested in September 2017 at their home in Sowerby Bridge, 

Halifax, West Yorkshire .Amid the sweet nothings, the jurors were also shown 

hundreds of messages in chat groups and in texts, exchanged between the pair and 

with other group members, full of anti-Semitic remarks and racist epithets. Both 

posed for photographs next to a Nazi-saluting snowman. 

 

Cutter deny being a member of National Action — even though she attended the 

group's rallies, where she was seen raising a banner which read, "Hitler was right". 

She told a court her Swastika-covered shawl was a "pagan religious" item and 

Figure 4 Shared interest of Jones and Cutter 



earrings swastika shaped she described as "the best in the world" were bought from 

a "pagan" shop in Lithuania. Asked about an image of her holding what appeared to 

be an assault rifle, she said she posed with it because it made a "cool pic". Her entry 

into "Miss Hitler" beauty pageant publicity stunt explained as the result of being 

pestered into it by her new friends; her contest name was Buchenwald Princess - a 

reference to the infamous Nazi concentration camp. Cutter also had a picture of 

Holocaust victim Anne Frank on her phone with the caption: “What’s that smell – oh 

it’s my family burning.  

Jones, a former 

member of the 

British National 

Party youth wing, 

was the group’s 

propaganda and 

graphics guru and 

one-time law 

student, was one of 

two men 

photographed 

performing a Nazi-

type salute at 

Buchenwald  

(West Midlands Police/PA) 

Garry Jack , 24, of Shard End, Birmingham, was said to have been at almost every 

meeting of NA's Midlands sub-group. He also had a previous conviction, from before 

the group was banned for plastering Birmingham's Aston University campus with 

NA's racially charged stickers, some reading "Britain is ours, the rest must go." 

Scothern, 19, of Nottingham, was "considered future leadership material" and had 

distributed almost 1,500 stickers calling for a "final solution" - in reference to the 

Nazis' genocide against Jews. There has been a constant feature in the presentation 

of the far right in Britain: The NA’s logo borrowed heavily from that of the Second 

World War Nazi organisation the SA, widely known as the Brown Shirts. A host of 

Nazi and far-right memorabilia, and National Action flags, badges and banners were 

found in members’ homes; all going to reinforce the narrative of a non-English 

heritage for their politics. Media report after report emphasis its Nazi inspiration.vii 



Prosecutor Barnaby Jameson QC said they were part of a “fellowship of hate” who 

continued to further National Action’s aims after it was banned. “The ultimate aim 

of the group was all-out race war,” Mr Jameson said. “Members of National Action 

were equipping themselves with weapons and the ability to produce explosives.” 

Judge Paul Farrer QC said National Action was “the most extreme version of a neo-

Nazi organisation to appear in the UK for many decades”. viii 

A total of 15 people have been jailed for membership of National Action and its 

successor groups, after it split into regional factions that operated under new names 

until they were also proscribed. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Christopher Lythgoe, at 32 amongst the elders of NA, was 

sentenced at the Old Bailey in July 2018 along with 

Matthew Hankinson, 24, of Newton-le-Willows, 

Merseyside, who was jailed for six years for being a 

prominent member of the white supremacist group. The 

jury acquitted Garron Helm, 24, of Seaforth, Merseyside, 

of the same charge. The jury failed to reach verdicts on 

whether Clarke, 33, and Trubini, 35, from Warrington, were 

part of the group.ix 

Lythgoe, of Warrington, was arrested when police 

investigating a plot to murder Labour MP for West Lancashire Rosie Cooper and a 

female police officer. 

Renshaw, wanted to kill DC Victoria Henderson over allegations he faced about 

grooming children with evidence that he had groomed underage boys online, 

setting up two fake Facebook profiles and contacted the boys, aged 13 and 14, 

between February 2016 and January 2017. 

 He pleaded guilty to preparing to engage in an act of terrorism in relation to the plot 

to kill Ms Cooper with a machete, while posing as a suicide bomber. 

“He explained his plan was then to take some people hostage in a pub and when the 

police arrived he would demand to speak to DC Victoria Henderson [a police officer 

who interviewed him]. 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/jack-renshaw-paedophile-trial-neo-nazi-national-action-rosie-cooper-court-a8850936.html


“When the officer arrived, he would kill her. Renshaw said that after he had killed Ms 

Henderson he would then commit ‘suicide by cop’ by pretending to have a suicide 

vest on.” x 

Prosecutors said Ex-leader of the north west branch of National Action Christopher 

Lythgoe suggested Renshaw should murder the home secretary instead, calling the 

MP a “nobody”, but Renshaw argued Amber Rudd would be too well-protected.xi 

Renshaw has also been convicted of stirring up racial hatred in speeches in 2018. 

Renshaw repeatedly claimed “multiculturalism is white genocide” and part of a plot 

to create a Jewish master race, specifically accusing the Labour Party of 

orchestrating a campaign of perceived racial displacement. The  neo-

Nazi paedophile who plotted to murder a Labour MP has been jailed for life, with a 

minimum term of 20 years at the Old Bailey, giving a Hitler salute as he was sent 

down. 

A judge said that Christopher Lythgoe’s “deep seated racism and antisemitism” 

kept National Action alive after it was proscribed as a terrorist organisation, around 

10 members would arrive for training sessions at the Hook and Jab gym set up by 

Lythgoe for the group to practice boxing. They continued to meet in pubs and train 

together at a new mixed martial arts gym in Warrington.  Described as a “fully-

fledged neo-Nazi” Lythgoe was jailed for eight years for leading a banned far-right 

group which Mr Justice Jay said   “Fortunately... the truly evil and dystopian vision I 

am describing could never have been achieved through the activities 

of National Action, a very small group operating at the very periphery of far-right 

wing extremism. 

“The real risk to society inheres instead in the carrying out of isolated acts of terror 

inspired by the perverted ideology I have been describing.” 

Without Lythgoe’s obsessive determination, the group would have “withered and 

died on the vine”, he added. 

National Action and Nazi memorabilia was found at all of the defendants’ homes 

during police searches, the court heard, and Mr Helm displayed a picture of Adolf 

Hitler above his mantelpiece. He is accused of being the main planner of camps 

where members underwent combat training in Scotland and the Lake District, while 

Hankinson allegedly organised demonstrations, Mr Trubini was in charge of protest 

tactics, and Mr Clarke was the lead for ideology. 

https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/neo-nazis
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/neo-nazis
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/national-action
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/neo-nazi


On a USB stick found at Mr Hankinson’s home, police found a text reading: “We are 

racial national socialists, the nation is our blood … we must split the people into two 

groups, the racially loyal nationalists and the traitors. This must be done.” xii 

Former BNP member and Searchlight mole Matthew Collins provocatively argued 

“the group was ideologically driven far differently than the alcoholics, pimps and 

other degenerates that formed the rest of the far-right.” xiii  Academics might 

disagree but it winds up the self-important on the right. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Detective Chief Superintendent Martin Snowden, head of the North East Counter 

Terrorism Unit, said: These “arrests are part of coordinated action by the national 

counter-terrorism network and UK policing. Those who promote extreme right-wing 

views are looking to divide our communities and spread hatred. This will not be 

tolerated and those who do so must be brought to justice.” xiv 

Lord Evans of Weardale, who was the director general of the Security Service 

between 2007 and 2013, said right-wing extremists had morphed from groups who 

“never quite managed to get their act together” into organisations who have 

“explicitly decided that terrorism was part of the way forward” were on the rise, 

adding: “Partly I suspect it is a reflection of the social pressures on communities as a 

result of austerity measures. 

“There seems to be a constituency of disaffected males who find extreme right-wing 

beliefs attractive, and they have started to get their acts together to organise into 

groups and plot.” xv 

Fellow securocrat, the head of UK counterterror police, London’s Assistant 

commissioner Neil Basu reinforced the idea: 

“Teenage neo-Nazis are being arrested on suspicion of terrorism offences in 

record numbers as part of a “new and worrying trend”.xvi 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The “leaderless resistance” and “lone Wolf” option has been much discussed in 

relation to right wing terrorism as individuals engage in stunts of varying severity, 

and in Britain there has been numerous reports of such deranged individuals: 

In September 2019 Nathan Worrell, 46, was sentenced to two-and-a-half years in 

prison after police found a stash of extreme right-wing memorabilia and stickers at 

https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/far-right-extremism?CMP=ILC-refresh


his home in Grimsby. Worrell is believed to have spread stickers displaying white 

supremacist slogans including “diversity is white genocide” and “white power 

Combat 18” – referencing a neo-Nazi street-fighting group – around the town in 

2017 and 2018.He was found guilty of eight counts of possessing material likely to 

stir up racial hatred, under the Public Order Act. 

 “Worrell is a committed neo-Nazi with a hatred of people who are not white," said 

Jenny Hopkins, of the Crown Prosecution Service. "From the time he gets up to the 

time he goes to bed, he surrounds himself with images of Hitler, the SS and the 

Third Reich. The CPS will prosecute right-wing extremists who stir up racial hatred in 

communities and help keep the public safe.” 

 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

White supremacist behind ‘Punish a Muslim Day’ jailed for 12 years 

In early 2018, a series of typed “Punish A Muslim Day” letters calling for Muslims to 

be ‘butchered’ were sent out to encourage violence on the date of an American 

white supremacist’s birthday. The 36-year-old David Parnham had launched several 

waves of malicious letters from Lincoln targeting mosques, the Queen and 

politicians including David Cameron, Theresa May and the then home secretary, 

Sajid Javid. 

Parnham sent letters to mosques and Islamic centres around Britain in February 

2017, featuring an image of a beheading using a sword emblazoned with a Nazi 

swastika. 

“You are going to be slaughtered very soon,” the author wrote, before signing off as 

“Muslim Slayer”. He had sent hundreds of letters penned between June 2016 and 

June 2018. 

It was observed that “investigation showed that Parnham acted alone and lacked 

both the ability and the means to carry out the threats he had made. Nevertheless, 

the abusive, racist and threatening language used in the letters was deeply 

concerning and created considerable distress which cannot be underestimated.” 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

January 2020 17 year old Teenage neo-Nazi who planned terror attacks on 

synagogues in Durham as part of ‘race war’ jailed six years and eight months in 

prison after writing a manifesto aiming to inspire other terrorists. The boy was 

https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/grimsby
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/david-parnham-punish-a-muslim-day-malicious-letter-campaign-white-supremacist-a9088721.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/david-parnham-punish-a-muslim-day-malicious-letter-campaign-white-supremacist-a9088721.html


convicted of six terror offences, including preparing acts of terrorism, disseminating 

terrorist publications and possessing material for terrorist purposes. 

He detailed plans to firebomb synagogues and other buildings as part of what he 

believed was an upcoming “race war”. Medical experts for both the prosecution and 

defence agreed the teenager was suffering from an autism spectrum disorder that 

played a part in his offending, The court heard that the boy had been an “adherent 

of a right-wing ideology” since the age of 13, and that his views became more 

extreme as he immersed himself in fascist websites and forums. The teenager 

initially agreed to take part in the Prevent counter-terror programme but later 

stopped engaging. 

The same month saw ‘Neo-Nazi’ Aberystwyth University politics student appears in 

court accused of 12 alleged terror offences. Andrew Dymock, 22, charged for 

promoting a neo-Nazi group online, and is said to possess far-right literature, 

clothes and flags. He promoted the NA offshoot, System Resistance Network (SRN) 

group through Twitter and a website. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

‘Neo-Nazi’ boy, 16, in court accused of encouraging terror attacks Lizzie Dearden  

Security Correspondent, The Independent.   06 April 2020 

Teenager from Newcastle charged with 11 offences including inviting support for 

terrorist group National Action and three offences of encouraging terrorism. He is 

also accused of three counts of stirring up racial hatred and one count of stirring up 

religious hatred.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

‘Neo-Nazi’ Metropolitan Police officer charged with being member of far-right 

terrorist group Chiara Giordano. The Independent 09 July 2020  

Benjamin Hannam, 21, allegedly belonged to proscribed organisation National 

Action. The serving probationary officer also faces charges of possession of an 

indecent photograph of a child and possession of a prohibited image of a child. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Far-right extremist jailed for terror and explosives offences Lizzie Dearden  The 

Independent. November 24 2020 

https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/prevent
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/andrew-dymock
https://www.independent.co.uk/author/lizzie-dearden
https://www.independent.co.uk/author/chiara-giordano
https://www.independent.co.uk/author/lizzie-dearden


Filip Golon Bednarczyk,  26  from Luton, claimed he wanted to make fireworks but “I 

find your admitted right-wing sympathies were the motivation for your interest in 

explosives,” Judge Anthony Leonard QC told him. 

“The idea you drew a circular diagram with nails and a detonator because you 

wanted to create a firework is fanciful ….if the instructions had been followed it 

would have resulted in a working IED.” 

He also pleaded guilty to seven charges of possessing a document likely to be useful 

to a person committing or preparing an act of terrorism in relation to various titles 

about homemade explosives and devices. 

The judge sentenced him to four years in prison with another year on licence, and 

handed Bednarczyk a 15-year notification order in which he has to report his 

personal details to the police. 
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