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Zhou Enlai paid a visit to Albania from 

June 24 to 28, 1966. 
From a conversation with Zhou Enlai 

(http://ciml.250x.com/archive/hoxha/english/enver_hoxha_conversation_with_chou_en_lai_may_1965.pdf 

 
 

Zhou Enlai became the first CCP leader to bring the issues of the Great Proletarian Cultural 

Revolution out into the open on 30 April 1966. Zhou firmly aligned himself with Mao on the 

question of taking class struggle as the key link in the socialist education movement in 

the countryside when he spoke before a mass rally welcoming the Albanian delegation of 

Mehmet Shehu and Hysni Kapo. Zhou praised the Albanian Party of Labour for its policies to 

'revolutionise ideology and working style'. 

Zhou warned that the question of the 'ownership of the means of production' persisted even 

under socialism. He reiterated Mao's recent theory on 'classes and class struggle in socialist 

society', when he stated: 'New bourgeois elements may still be constantly generated in the 

ranks of the working class, among the collectivized peasants and in the government 

organizations and cultural institutions. These bourgeois elements, old and new, invariably try in 

a thousand and one ways to restore capitalism'.  

Zhou highlighted the 'counter-revolutionary dual tactics' of the Soviet leadership, which was 

practicing 'Khrushchevism without Khrushchev' in its efforts to support a peace settlement in 

Vietnam.  

He could not see any distinction between Khrushchev's Vietnam policy of 'disengagement' and 

the Brezhnev-Kosygin 'policy of involvement' in so far as both policies focused on collaboration 

with the US to the detriment of a genuine process of national liberation in Vietnam. 

Mehmet Shehu, Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the People's Republic of Albania was 

more sweeping in his hostility towards the Soviet Union. Sino-Albanian proletarian 

internationalism apparently did not discriminate between 'big' and 'small' countries. The 

Chinese and Albanians did not believe that revolutionary parties could be 'categorized into 

"patriarchal party" and "filial party"'. Mehmet Shehu dismissed Soviet anti-China propaganda 

suggesting that China was encouraging nuclear war, and he affirmed China's peaceful 

intentions: 'The whole world knows that People's China is the initiator and unswerving follower 

of the well-known five principles of peaceful coexistence among countries with different social 

systems'  
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