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Chairman Mao goes to Anyuan, 1968, painting done during 
the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution
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ON THE 67TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CHINESE 
REVOLUTION AND THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

GREAT PROLETARIAN CULTURAL REVOLUTION

THE GREAT PROLETARIAN CULTURAL REVOLUTION
 THAT SHOOK THE EARTH

Wielding “Memories from Nemesis” as a combat wea-
pon in defence of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, we reaffirm in 
the historical transcendence of the Great Proletarian Cultural 
Revolution, the highest peak of the world proletarian revolu-
tion.

Chairman Gonzalo, from the 60s of last century, asser-
ted that Maoism was a complete development of the prole-
tarian ideology, and firmly defended the GPCR conceiving it 
as the continuation of the revolution under the dictatorship 
of the proletariat. We resolutely reject the infamy of current 
revisionism, revisionism of the counterrevolutionary general 
offensive, which alleges that “Abimael Guzmán reduces the 
GPCR to killing ...” and we come out in defence of our Highest 
Leader and Gonzalo thought, whose proletarian positions 
peoples disseminate around the world in his masterful book 
“Memories from Nemesis”. Recalling his first trip to China 
with revolutionary emotion Chairman Gonzalo teaches us:

“First trip to the People’s Republic of China, is the most trans-
cendental and unforgettable experience in my life. At the beginning 
of 1965 I asked for a leave from work at the University of San Cris-
tóbal of Huamanga; the reason invoked was illness, though the real 
reason was to travel to China sent by the Party. Let’s have it strai-
ght: I still didn’t have Polycythaemia, this showed up during the 
following decade. I travelled in February: from Lima to Zurich, being 
in Europe for the first time; from there to Prague, sickles and ham-
mers presiding over everyday life, it was the first Socialist country I 
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saw, obviously, on passing. Then, in a gigantic Tupolev to Moscow; 
here, and in transit, I was confined in a hotel, where despite de-
mands, requests and even pleas we were not allowed to visit Le-
nin’s mausoleum, for we were told, that unfortunately it was being 
repaired. And, finally, after a long flight, abbreviated by the affec-
tionate revolutionary warmth of the Chinese comrades, we arrived 
at Peking, the seat of Chairman Mao Tsetung, the international so-
cialist homeland, the centre of world proletarian revolution.  

On that occasion eight of us attended a school for cadres: 
three from the Peasant Confederation of Perú, closely linked to 
Paredes; three from the Northern Regional Committee; one from 
Cuzco, a supporter of Sotomayor and I; among them three were 
members of the Central Committee, one of them chaired the de-
legation (he was a militant from the Northern part of the country). 
At the school in Peking, and in the order that follows, we studied: 
international situation, focusing on the struggle against revisio-
nism and proletarian internationalism; general political line, the 
laws and experiences of the Chinese democratic revolution; pea-
sant work, the anti-feudal struggle for the land developed by the 
peasantry, considered the main force of revolution; United Front, 
the union of the proletariat, the peasantry, petit bourgeoisie and 
national bourgeoisie held by the worker-peasant alliance led by 
the proletariat; the construction of the Party, principles and fun-
damental problems of the construction of the Party based on the 
correct ideological and political line; secret work and open work, 
principles and experiences of underground party organisation and 
its mass work; mass line, masses make history and how to mobilise 
them with consciousness and willingness, learning from them and 
serving the people wholeheartedly; philosophy, starting with the 
contradiction as the only basic law in accordance to the policy to 
solve the problems of class struggle, of the Party and revolution. 
Eight masterly courses on the extraordinary and inexhaustible ex-
perience of the Chinese revolution led by the Communist Party of 
China, the product of merging Marxism-Leninism with the concre-
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te reality, as well as, being mainly, the source and application of 
Maotsetung thought, according to the denomination of the 1960s.

    
We carried out the military school in Nanking: people’s war, 

primarily the part corresponding to the development of war in the 
path of encircling the cities from the countryside; the construction 
of the army, the formation, structuring and preparation of the new 
type army in order to fulfil the political tasks of the Party and re-
volution; strategy and tactics, the war as a whole according to the 
stages of its development, its modalities, tactics and combat forms 
especially ambushes and assaults. Three courses equally master-
ful with their relevant and indispensable practices; concentrated 
expression of the experience of the Chinese revolution, in its main 
form of struggle, raised by Chairman Mao to proletarian military 
line, and heroically put into practice by the revolutionary forces of 
the Red Army of Workers and Peasants to the People’s Liberation 
Army, before revisionism usurped it, to seize Power. That was the 
great military experience that, in its theory and practice, we drank 
from the source itself in the China of Chairman Mao, when it was 
base and centre of the world proletarian revolution.     

What other memories of the then People’s Republic of China, 
the Red one of yesterday not the black one of today, remain inde-
lible? Ching Kang and Yenan, the forever enshrined monuments in 
the iron memory of the proletariat and the peoples of the world, 
inseparably united to Chairman Mao Tsetung and Maoism itself. 
I recall the tireless, massive, heroic strive for the construction 
of socialism: factories, people’s communes, barracks, shopping 
malls, universities, schools, hospitals and health centres, art and 
show galleries; squares and streets, tumultuous hotbeds of hefty 
boundless energy, full of optimism and politics in command with 
their “three banners”: general line of socialism, people’s commu-
ne and great leap forward, building the new society, socialism and 
laying foundations for the future communism.                  
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Likewise Peking returns to my mind, the historic and legen-
dary Tiananmen Square: the monumental facade of dense dark red 
and Chairman Mao from his stunning portrait, the Museum of the 
Revolution, the People’s Great Palace framing it and at the centre 
the White Obelisk offered “To the people’s heroes” in gold letters in 
the very handwriting of the Great Helmsman. Tiananmen Square 
and the immense sea of masses, Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and 
Chairman Mao leading the combat; forests of red flags with ham-
mers and sickles, banners, mottos; workers, peasants, soldiers, 
women and youth, the Chinese people, a million in a rally roaring 
“Down with Yankee imperialism!” and proclaiming “We support 
Viet Nam!”; their unfading voices still thunder in my ears. And “The 
East in Red”, epic music, dances and songs reviving the long mas-
sive battle of the revolution: black clouds of the betrayal of Chiang 
Kai-shek, the epic Grand March, Tsunyi and the assumption of the 
leadership by Chairman Mao, Yenan illuminating all throughout 
China, the victorious celebration by the people and the nationali-
ties in Tiananmen Square and ending all with the International by a 
majestic coral, and all in a major conclusion, artists and thousands 
of assistants, singing the International in a multitude of languages 
of the Earth, unutterable explosive flood of revolutionary fervour. 
And … Hangchow with its incomparable beauty, the smoothness of 
the Lake, the greenness of its undulating hills, ineffable paradigm 
of Chinese landscape. Finally, Shanghai, a huge industrial, workers’ 
and revolutionary city. Here was where I said goodbye, I had arrived 
during the winter and was leaving during the summer with the soul 
more ignited with the red sun of the East.        

I returned quickly and directly to Perú, I received a flash call. 
I arrived at Jorge Chávez International Airport on July 22, 1965; on 
the next day I read in the chronicle that I was being looked for, it 
was only news. I waited days without being able to find any con-
tact; those were the months of MIR and ELN guerrillas. While I 
waited I was reconsidering my experience in China. I concluded: 
so much has been taught to me and I have learned a lot, but no-
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thing as much or as deep as what has to be done: applying to our 
own revolution Marxism and, mainly, Maotsetung thought, Maoism 
that, during the people’s war, the Party recognised as third, new 
and highest stage. Thirty years have passed, what can be said: only, 
that to the proletariat and Chinese people, to the Communist Party 
of China and, mainly, to Chairman Mao Tsetung, to Maoism I owe 
so much that it is, as other few, an invaluable debt impossible to be 
paid. May what I did afterwards serve somewhat”.                                

Chairman Gonzalo, creatively applying Marxism-Le-
ninism-Maoism analyses the great historical significance of 
the GPCR “that shook the earth,” “the highest summit of the 
world proletarian revolution” and “made possible mainly be-
cause there was a great Helmsman, Chairman Mao Tsetung 
and Mao Tsetung thought, third stage of Marxism”. It was 
10 years, from 1966 to 1976, which gave us great lessons for 
future Communism. Learning from Chairman Gonzalo, let’s 
continue reading and listening to his teachings:

“The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution. Marx established 
that the passage from the old society to the new one, the Com-
munist one, required a long historic period of dictatorship of the 
proletariat in which the permanent revolution would develop; that 
is, the constant revolutionary transformation of the old society to 
suppress fully and completely all forms of private ownership of the 
means of production, all class differences, all social relationships 
based on the two of them and radically subvert any concept or idea 
derived from the three previous ones. Therefore, Marx and also En-
gels, the founders of Marxism, argued that the advance and arrival 
to Communism, to “the land of freedom” would require a long his-
torical period, and we emphasise, of dictatorship of the proleta-
riat; and equal stand points were held by Lenin and Chairman Mao. 
The classics of Marxism never believed or argued that a short pe-
riod would be enough to build Communism as perhaps some sim-
ple-minded person imagined, mingling reality with dreams, or in 
any way as Khrushchev, who did it in order to sell his revisionism.  
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And while building socialism, Lenin warned on the danger of 
capitalist restoration, because the petit bourgeoisie, especially the 
peasantry generates capitalism twenty-four hours per day; that 
the bourgeoisie, the exploiters stripped of Power would fight in or-
der to recover it and despite the reduced size of their forces, these 
forces would be enhanced with the support of imperialism; that 
the new Power, in spite of being revolutionary in its essence, was 
“a bourgeois State without bourgeoisie”; and that in spite of ha-
ving seized Power and exercised the dictatorship of the proletariat, 
had not yet determined “who would conquer who”. In addition, 
comrade Stalin in the late 1920s, in his fight against the right-wing 
opportunist line, insisted on the danger of capitalist restoration 
and that in USSR who would conquer who was still not determined. 

 
Chairman Mao Tsetung not only assimilated but developed 

these theses, at the same time that he brilliantly analysed the so-
cialist society and its contradictions, he untangled the essence of 
modern revisionism and, understanding deeply the development 
of class struggle in today’s world, the historic process and the si-
tuation of the world proletarian revolution, in accordance to the 
long prospect to Communism, he established the direction to fo-
llow. The understanding of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolu-
tion (GPCR) requires the thorough consideration of the conditions, 
the circumstances of the decades of the fifties and sixties, the rise 
of the revolution that was unfolding, as well as the implications of 
the restoration of capitalism in the USSR in 1956; not to mention 
that, despite this first major defeat of revolution in this century, the 
following year, and precisely in Moscow, Chairman Mao said:

“In the world the direction of the wind has changed. In the 
fight between the socialist camp and the capitalist camp, either the 
West wind prevails over the Eastern one or the East wind prevails 
over the Western one. The world population is now 2,700 million, 
out of which the socialist countries have close to 1,000 million, 
the countries that are now fighting for their Independence or to be 
completely Independent, represent more than 700 million; and the 
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capitalist countries with a neutral trend have 600 million. The po-
pulation of the imperialist camp is not more than 400 million inha-
bitants and besides they are internally divided. There earthquakes 
may occur. Currently, it is not the Western wind prevailing over 
the Eastern wind but the Eastern wind prevailing over the Western 
wind.” 

And within such a context how specifically was the situation 
in China? Chairman Mao himself says: 

“To ensure that our Party and our country do not change colour 
we must not only have the correct line and policy, but also prepare and 
foster tens of millions of followers of the proletarian revolutionary cause.

The problem with the formation of followers of the proletarian re-
volutionary cause refers, deep down, to whether the Marxist-Leninist 
revolutionary cause initiated by the proletarian revolutionaries of the old 
generation will count with those who will continue carrying it forward, 
whether the Leadership of our Party and our State will remain in the 
hands of the proletarian revolutionaries, whether our descendants will 
continue advancing along the right path charted by Marxism-Leninism, 
that is, it refers to whether we can guard successfully against the emer-
gence of Khrushchevist revisionism in China. In short, it is a very impor-
tant problem that affects the destiny, the very existence of our Party and 
our State. It is an issue of fundamental importance for the revolutionary 
cause of the proletariat from today till a hundred, a thousand and even 
ten thousand years in the future. Based on the changes that have taken 
place in the Soviet Union, the imperialist naysayers deposit their hopes of 
‘political evolution’ in the third or fourth generation of the Chinese Party, 
based on the changes that have taken place in the Soviet Union. We will 
cause the failure of this imperialist omen”. And after pointing out the 
requirements of the continuators, concludes: “The continuators of the 
revolutionary cause of the proletariat are born from the mass struggle 
and grow up and are fostered in the great revolutionary storms”. 

 
Under these circumstances and prospects the Great Prole-

tarian Cultural Revolution developed. Two poems of Chairman Mao 
express the internal situation in China and the international one 
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immediately prior to its inception. The first one required a develo-
pment, a leap, in synthesis, a cultural revolution. The second one 
showed how while the revolution was being spread and the wars 
shudder the world, revisionism poisoned with its peaceful coe-
xistence and proclaimed the alleged benefits of the Treaty for the 
suspension of nuclear tests on the surface, signed at Moscow, in 
1963 by the United States, Britain and the Soviet Union:

REASCENDING CHINGKANGSHAN
-to the tune of Shui Tiao Keh Tou-
     May 1965

I have long aspired to reach for the clouds
And I again ascend Chingkangshan.
Coming from afar to view our old haunt:
I find new scenes replacing the old.
Everywhere orioles sing, swallows dart,
Streams babble

And the road mounts skyward.
Once Huangyangchieh is passed
No other perilous place calls for a glance.

Wind and thunder are stirring,
Flags and banners are flying
Wherever men live.
Thirty-eight years are fled
In a mere snap of the fingers.
We can clasp the moon in the Ninth Heaven
And seize turtles deep down in the Five Seas;
We’ll return amid triumphant song and laughter.
Nothing is hard in this world
If you dare to scale the heights.
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TWO BIRDS: A DIALOGUE
-to the tune of Nien Nu Chiao-
     Autumn 1965

The roc wings fanwise,
Soaring ninety thousand li
And rousing a raging cyclone.
The blue sky on his back, he looks down
To survey Man’s world with its towns and cities.
Gunfire licks the heavens,
Shells pit the earth.
A sparrow in his bush is scared stiff.
“This is one hell of a mess!
Oh! I want to flit and fly away.”

“Where, may I ask?”
The sparrow replies,
“To a jeweled palace in Elfland’s hills.
Don’t you know a triple pact was signed
Under the bright autumn moon two years ago?
There’ll be plenty to eat,
Potatoes piping hot,
Beef-filled goulash.”
“Stop your windy nonsense!
Look, the world is being turned upside down.”
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The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, the greatest po-
litical mass movement in history, was launched by the Circular 
Note of the Central Committee on 16 May, 1966, which condemned 
the revisionist circular note released without approval to oppose 
the revolutionary struggle on the cultural front; it set the course 
to follow. And guided by the “Decision of the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of China on the Great Proletarian Cultural 
Revolution”, approved on 8 August 1966 in the 11th Plenum of the 
Central Committee of the CPC, under the leadership of Chairman 
Mao Tsetung to fulfil three tasks: first, to crush, through fighting, 
the leaders followers of the capitalist path in the Party; second, to 
criticise and repudiate the bourgeois ideology and its academic 
authorities; third, to revolutionarily transform education, literatu-
re, art and all the spheres of the superstructure that do not co-
rrespond with the Socialist groundwork of the economy. It evolved 
from the large mass mobilisations driven by the organisations of 

“The world is yours, as well as ours, but in the last analysis, it is yours. You 
young people, full of vigor and vitality, are in the bloom of life, like the sun at 
eight or nine in the morning. Our hope is placed on you”. 1968, January



15

“red guards” that toured throughout China and the huge concen-
trations and rallies of millions in major Chinese cities, especially 
in Peking. It developed with the “January storm” (1967) in which 
the proletariat of Shanghai, destroying the bourgeois power of the 
revisionist phishers restored Power for the class. Thus, this unpa-
ralleled movement entered a boom stage overthrowing the revi-
sionist bourgeoisie that had “peacefully” restored its dictatorship, 
and crushing it, for the first time in history, returned to establish 
the dictatorship of the proletariat in the entire People’s Republic of 
China through the “triple revolutionary integration Committees”: 
tested Party cadres, soldiers and masses.                

With the reconquering of Power, and a higher organic struc-
ture, a great lesson and development in the historic process of 
the dictatorship of the proletariat was accomplished; a great leap 
in overcoming the “bourgeois State without bourgeoisie” about 
which Lenin spoke; an advance of transcendence in the path of 
the New State, a development of the dictatorship of the proleta-
riat related to the reconquering of Power usurped by the revisio-
nist bourgeoisie and the conquering of Power from down below, in 
accordance to Communism and the future extinction of the State 
when no classes nor private ownership of the means of production 
will exist, nor ideology nor ideas that defend them. All of this was 
topped in the 9th Congress (April 1969), the greatest, or one of the 
greatest, together with the 7th Congress, the Congress of Victory” 
(April of 1945) of the CPC, where besides developing the balance of 
the GPCR the foremost task fulfilled was the establishment of Mar-
xism-Leninism-Maotsetung thought. In order to, in the next deca-
de, continue unfolding, but without surpassing the height reached 
in 1969.                  

The GPCR that shook the Earth was directed under the ideo-
logical principle of trust in the Power of the masses, by the policy 
of relying on the masses and with the method of resolute and bold 
mass mobilisation. This was possible because there was a Peoples’ 
Liberation Army, a new type army able of protecting and supporting 
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the mobilisation of the masses, which was possible because there 
was a “great, glorious and correct” Communist Party of China; and 
was possible, mainly, because there was a Great Helmsman, Chair-
man Mao Tsetung and Maotsetung thought, third stage of Marxism.        

Chairman Mao, specifying the need of the GPCR, wrote:   

“The current Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution is absolu-
tely necessary and very timely in order to consolidate the dicta-
torship of the proletariat, prevent the restoration of capitalism and 
build Socialism”.  

And defining its target:        

“the target of the current movement are those leaders fo-
llowers of the capitalist road within the Party”.

As well as on its class character, he indicated:

“(it is) a great political revolution supported by the proleta-
riat and the other exploited classes against the bourgeoisie; it is the 
continuation of the protracted struggle between the Communist 
Party of China and the broad revolutionary popular masses under 
its direction, on the one hand, and the Kuomintangist reactiona-
ries, on the other; and it is the continuation of the class struggle 
between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie”. And he launched his 
great appeal:      

“Proletarian Revolutionaries, unite to snatch Power from the 
handful of leaders followers of the capitalist road within the Party!”           

In short, the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution is the hi-
ghest summit of the world proletarian revolution. The capitalist 
restoration in China after Teng Hsiao-ping’s counter-revolutionary 
coup d’état, does not deny it at all; even more it remains and will 
remain for Communists and revolutionaries, together with the de-
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mocratic and socialist revolutions, as the third, highest and inexo-
rable form of revolution: that of the continuation of the revolution 
under the dictatorship of the proletariat in order to consolidate and 
unfold the course of the dictatorship of the proletariat, prevent 
against the restoration of capitalism and develop the construction 
of socialism; without it the progress towards Communism will be 
impossible and, as Chairman Mao himself established, many and 
repeated proletarian cultural revolutions will be necessary in each 
socialist society. Thus, the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution will 
always glow as the highest summit of the world proletarian revolu-
tion in the 20th Century.       

What was the stand of the red faction on the Great Proleta-
rian Cultural Revolution? Since its inception its stand was to su-
pport and defend it, evidenced by the article “The Great Proletarian 
Cultural Revolution Causes Panic among the Revisionists”, publi-
shed in Bandera Roja No 27, December 1966; whose peculiarity, 
apart from what has been pointed out, was to demarcate camps 
with revisionism also on this point. We transcribe a paragraph of 
this article: 

“The revisionists followers of Del Prado say that the Cul-
tural Revolution is destroying the works of the ‘brilliant creators’, 
and that the transformation of man’s consciousness is what takes 
longer. They repeat plain lies when, copying the reactionary press, 
they say that the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution goes against 
the cultural legacy of humanity. No, the movement that the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China is going through does not have as its goal 
the destruction of the old but the creation of the new; socialism 
has to develop the proletarian culture, it cannot simply stay adoring 
the ancient achievements, it can’t simply raise incense to Shakes-
peare, Beethoven and Michelangelo, because although these have 
been great artists, they performed their art according to their class 
criterion, that is, not that of the proletariat. So, therefore the pro-
letariat has to develop what’s their own, what is peculiar to them; 
so in order to achieve it, it’s clear that they must take the best that 
the ancient bequeath them, but will transform it according to their 
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needs and to meet their own class purposes. And this is what is ha-
ppening with the Cultural Revolution; but besides (and this is what 
Marx taught, and afterwards Lenin, and today is developed by Mao), 
we must fight, and the aftertaste of the previous culture must be 
fought against, and also against those who pretend to re-impose 
it in the socialist society, for if they were to be allowed one would 
be opening the doors to counterrevolution. That the transformation 
of the soul of the people requires long terms, for this is precisely 
what we Marxists-Leninists say. But one thing which sets us apart 
from the revisionist traitors, is that, affirming this principle, we have 
developed a very long struggle to achieve the radical transforma-
tion of the people, and we do not abandon the road half way; and 
this is what is being done in the PRC: changing the people’s soul, 
but really doing it and not just in words, besides this transformation 
is accomplished through struggle and with the mobilisation of the 
masses because only they can liberate themselves, and nobody can 
replace them in their revolutionary task. That is why the Great Cul-
tural Revolution has been placed in the hands of the masses; which 
is correct, which is revolutionary, which is Marxist-Leninist, and it 
can only scare those who fear the masses because their interests 
are contrary to those of the masses.” 

And systematising the decade of the 60s Chairman Gon-
zalo concludes:

“It is clear and undeniable that three items distinguish the 
decade of the sixties. First, up to now it is the summit of the pro-
letarian revolution; the decade of the struggle against contempo-
rary revisionism, of the national liberation movement and, mainly, 
of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution. Second, it is a time of 
major upheavals, major division and large regroupings. Third, it is 
the culminating moment of the development of Marxism-Leni-
nism-Maoism; and mainly of Maoism, already recognised as the 
third, new and superior stage of Marxism by those who unwavering 
hold and will hold the unfading flags of the international proleta-
riat”.   
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In October 1967, Chairman Gonzalo carried on his se-
cond trip to China in full revolutionary storm and where he 
exposed to the Chinese comrades the situation of the Peru-
vian revolution, and assumed the position of the CPC and 
Chairman Mao, that each revolution acts with independen-
ce, self-decision and self-sustenance. Vividly recalling those 
great and turbulent years, President Gonzalo tells us:                 

My second trip to China was in October 1967, in the midst 
of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, when the masses, the 
Communists and army commanders were fighting for the recon-
quering of Power from the hands of the revisionist usurpers and 
were forming the “triple integration Revolutionary Committees”. 
I was undertaking a specific mission: to manage the restoration 
of the economic aid that had been suspended. The response was 
negative: Chairman Mao had raised, I was told, that it is wrong to 
continue providing economic aid in that way, which is a revisio-
nist manner that does not serve revolution but, to the contrary, 
harms it; the main form of support is to make and develop the re-
volution; and that each revolution must rely on its own efforts, on 
the masses, thus self-supporting itself will maintain self-decision 
and political independence. That would be the policy which, from 
now on, on this topic the CPC would follow. I was asked, and I still 
hear the question and recall my answer, which is always the same, 
that of all Communists in the face of the problems and difficulties, 
only in a more firm and committed way when they are of a greater 
magnitude: “What will happen in your Party? Will there be difficul-
ties?” and my response: “Those who are Communists will continue 
fighting; those who are not will leave”. I was fully in accordance 
with the statement; I saw that wise conclusion endorsed in merce-
narism that had grown under the shadow of economic aid. On my 
return I was criticised for not having accomplished the mission; but 
there were more vested interests than principles in such an attack 
and, even more than the dirty fight, the so widespread bourgeois 
“anything goes” that also plagues some in the Party.               
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Although, the above was not of much importance, in this 
second trip to China, the main thing was to see and experience 
something of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution; my first di-
rect contact with it occurred in Canton and Shanghai, in this last 
city, the centre of the proletarian storm of January, a welcome and 
conversation with leaders of the Revolutionary Committee and, in 
the first one, an unforgettable reception from the red guards to the 
passengers arriving from abroad.  It was clear; China was again a 
huge field of bloodless revolutionary war of masses mainly lear-
ning how to make revolution making it, practicing various forms 
of revolutionary violence; with the protection and support of the 
People’s Liberation Army, and under the leadership of the Commu-
nist Party of China led by its sole Great Helmsman Chairman Mao 
Tsetung.                       

In Beijing I went back to the Centre where I had been in 1965, 
but it had changed for the better; the yesterday’s quiet and al-
most silent enclosure had become an area of acute fighting, with 
marches, gongs and batintins and meetings of arduous mottos and 
debates. Everywhere, the revolutionary spirit burned overthrowing 
the old and developing the new, the proletarian. I visited various 
organisations of red guards and in all of them we felt, in the vi-
brant transmission of their experiences, how China, the beloved 
Great Socialist homeland, was being transformed. The most un-
forgettable experience of the second journey was the one lived in 
the Palace of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, large ba-
rracks of the red guards; in it, from the lips of their own massive 
protagonists I drank of the great feat of the highest wave of the 
world proletarian revolution. And, I admired in their exhibition the 
masterpiece of revolutionary propaganda, the two-line struggle in 
the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution: the red line exposed in 
strong and bright colours and heroic images, in the upper part; and 
at the bottom, the black line, in dark and bleak colours, grim and 
sprawling characters and defenestrated revisionist leaders and fa-
llacious “academic authorities”. In short, a lapidary complaint and 
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forceful crushing of the bourgeois line, and an epic ode to the pro-
letarian line.                       

On this second visit to the People’s Republic of China, to the 
socialist, to that of the CPC Communist and of Chairman Mao Tse-
tung, I applied and received extraordinary expositions on Maot-
setung thought, the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution and the 
Cuban problem. On them I brought notes; which served much for 
our Party.                       

In addition, with leaders of the Communist Party of China I 
discussed the situation of the Peruvian revolution and of the CPP. I 
presented an exposition to leaders and cadres about these points, 
with the consequent questions and exchange of points of view. At 
a more limited level, and of a senior level, I explained in detail how 
I saw, mainly, the Party and its perspective. I received intercon-
necting information presented by the leaders of the CPP, including 
Paredes, as well as positions and approaches that had been trans-
mitted in several visits to China, asking me about its veracity. I re-
plied giving evidence and analysing realities. In synthesis, they had 
inflated forces and capabilities of the Party. As well as its influence 
on the masses and ability to generate, at any time, a great peasant 
uprising supported with party armed forces. A full and complete lie. 
I think the Chinese comrades, simply confirmed the suspicions that 
they already had. They underlined the responsibility of leaders and 
the task of the Communists; they ended up pondering the comple-
xities, difficulties and risks to those the Communist Party of Peru 
was entering into.                               

I left Peking, the eve of the 50th Anniversary of the October 
Revolution, the beginning of the New Era, that of the world prole-
tarian revolution. I was bringing with me Chairman Mao Tsetung’s 
quotes, and when beginning the flight back I read and meditated 
on what was written on its page 286: “The Communists are like the 
seed and the people like the soil. Wherever we go, we must uni-
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te with the people, take root and flourish with it”. Already almost 
twenty-nine years…, now, when it’s going to be thirty years since 
the beginning of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution.   

In 1976, Chairman Mao, grand master of internatio-
nal proletariat, the oppressed peoples and world revolution, 
passed away. It is in those circumstances that our Chair-
man Gonzalo states that to be a Marxist is to adhere to Mar-
xism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung thought, a proletarian position 
unanimously assumed by the Communist Party of Peru.

“And in the world in 1976, in store for the communists mainly, 
three facts shook the International Communist Movement like no-
thing before: the 10th Anniversary of the Great Proletarian Cultu-
ral Revolution, the death of Chairman Mao Tsetung and the coun-
ter-revolutionary revisionist coup in China, listed chronologically.

The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution. 10th Anniversary.

Ten years from its beginning in 1966, the Great Proletarian 
Cultural Revolution faced a sinister revisionist revoking movement 
of its principles, decisions, verdicts and conquests. A black expres-
sion of this was the anti-Maoist counter-revolutionary Tianan-
men Square incident in April 1976, a vociferous anti-communist 
demonstration in the very heart of Peking, which, even though it 
was crushed by the iron fist of our class, showed the dangers that 
sieged the continuation of revolution. In behalf of the 10th Anni-
versary our Party unfolded a great campaign, it upheld the Great 
Proletarian Cultural Revolution as the continuation of the revolu-
tion under the dictatorship of the proletariat and unmasked, once 
again, its enemies, the unrepentant revisionists Liu Shao-chi and 
Teng Hsiao-ping; campaign which ideologically armed the Party 
militants, the members of the generated organisms and the mas-
ses with whom we strive. Thus, readied and strengthened by the 
ideology, and mainly Mao Tsetung thought, we were able to better 
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tackle the facts that emerged later. Part of this campaign are the 
study materials of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution publi-
shed in Voz Popular, numbers 6, 7, 8/9 of 1976 and 1977.

Less than a month after Chairman Mao Tsetung’s demise a 
revisionist counter-revolutionary coup d’état took place, which 
usurped the Power of the dictatorship of the proletariat, and resto-
red capitalism in China; a coup perpetrated by new warlords using 
the weapons of the People’s Liberation Army, which were also usur-
ped, under the leadership of the revisionists headed by Teng Hsiao-
ping in the shadows. Twenty years after the capitalist restoration 
in the Soviet Union, the current one was the second major defeat 
of the proletariat in the 20th Century; so, Marxism and revolution 
have to be defended peremptorily and with firm resolution, thus a 
new period started in the struggle against contemporary revisio-
nism. The Enlarged Political Bureau met in October 1976, imme-
diately after the arrest of Comrade Chiang Ching and the comrades 
of the red line of the CPC was known, and decided to denounce 
the revisionist counter-revolutionary coup d’état that usurped the 
dictatorship of the proletariat and restored capitalism, and to fight 
against revisionism, especially Teng Hsiao-ping’s gang to the end; 
and, mainly, to uphold even more Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung 
thought, officially sanctioning: “To be a Marxist-Leninist today is to 
adhere to Mao Tsetung thought”. From then on, the CPP, in theory 
and practice, by means of ideas and actions, fights against these 
revisionist usurpers and their gang; the repeated and forceful at-
tacks that the people’s war unleashed on China’s embassy in Lima 
are a reliable proof.

Chairman Mao Tsetung’s demise 

On September 9th 1976 Chairman Mao Tsetung passed away. 
The last of the three great titans of thought and action that the 
proletariat generated ceased to exist; continuator of Marx and Le-
nin who developed Marxism to a new, third and superior stage: 
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Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, mainly Maoism. With the demise of 
Chairman Mao Tsetung, the International Communist Movement 
lost its greatest leader at a crucial moment of the Proletarian World 
Revolution. The Central Leadership of the Party in a Special Session, 
aware of the immeasurable lost suffered by the communists of 
the world, paid a solemn and moved tribute to Chairman Mao Tse-
tung, assuming the commitment to keep the Party always under 
the imperishable banners of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism. Likewise 
we agreed to celebrate, every December 26th, the day of his birth, 
and continue naming him henceforth as Chairman Mao Tsetung; 
and in a solemn Special Session, on the same day and time of his 
funeral in China, we paid him tribute in every cell and organism of 
the Party.

Turn grief into strength, carry out Chairman Mao’s behests and carry the 
proletarian revolutionary cause through to the end. September, 1976
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On the next day the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of Perú delivered a Message of Condolence to the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of China, at the embassy of the 
People’s Republic of China in the city of Lima. The message, which 
we transcribe here, highlights three sentences: “today to be a Mar-
xist-Leninist is to adhere to Mao Tsetung thought”; “Closing ranks 
around the red line of the Communist Party of China which upholds 
Chairman Mao Tsetung’s unvanquished banner”; “Solemnly pro-
mising to always march under the red and victorious banners of 
Marx, Lenin and Mao Tsetung”:

“To the Central Committee of the Communist Party of 
China.

“With deep sorrow and profound feeling, we express to 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China and 
through it to the glorious Party, the working class and the 
people of China, our immense sorrow for the enormous and 
irreparable loss that Chairman Mao Tsetung’s demise signi-
fies, founder and guiding light of the Communist Party of Chi-
na, wise and unflagging leader of the Chinese revolution and 
great teacher of the international proletariat, the oppressed 
peoples and world revolution.

“The working class and the international communist 
movement in its grandiose history of struggle have had mo-
ments of immense loss and deep sorrow at the disappearance 
of their great founders, teachers and conductors; therefore 
that of Marx and Engels, and that of Lenin and Stalin, necessa-
rily impacted in history. Today we also face one of these grim 
and painful trances, and as yesterday we should raise higher 
the unvanquished banners of Marxism so that the Program-
me of the working class that Marx, Lenin and Mao launched 
may unfold even more and better, aiming at its objective: the 
emancipation of the working class and the final construction 
of a classless society, the goal of all humanity.
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“In the huge whirlwind of the class struggle of the Chi-
nese revolution, Chairman Mao Tsetung, based on the indis-
pensable leadership of the proletariat, established the path of 
surrounding the cities from the countryside, building support 
bases and unfolding a heroic people’s war. Thus, under the 
leadership of the Communist Party of China, through a pro-
tracted warfare with setbacks and victories, fostering a uni-
ted front based on the worker-peasant alliance, waging the 
armed struggle that created a huge people’s army and cons-
tantly striving for the construction of the Party; in 1949 the 
working class and the people of China concluded the New De-
mocratic revolution, and the general laws for revolution laid 
out by Chairman Mao Tsetung were consecrated as the path 
that we, those who still fight against the rule of imperialism 
and feudalism, must transit.  

“But the extraordinary work of Chairman Mao Tsetung 
projects itself and expands in the leadership of the socialist 
revolution in the People’s Republic of China which he himself 
created. He determined the fundamental line of socialism ba-
sed on the principle of class struggle, establishing that classes 
and class struggle still exist in it, and summarising the world 
experience developed the Marxist theory of continuing the re-
volution under the dictatorship of the proletariat, propelling 
the most colossal mass mobilisation in history, the Great Pro-
letarian Cultural Revolution as the continuation of revolution 
that prevents against capitalist restoration, and serves the 
blooming and construction of socialism. So, Chairman Mao 
has pointed out the path toward the communist future calling 
the masses to fight, under the great motto “It is justified to 
rebel” and “The proletariat’s philosophy is the philosophy of 
struggle”, to sweep away the monsters who time after time 
come out to the fore, and the bourgeois elements followers 
of the capitalist path in the very heart of the Party. All of it 
strengthens the dictatorship of the proletariat, indispensable 
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instrument to advance in the fulfilment of the historic goal of 
the working class.

“Chairman Mao Tsetung, over sixty years of struggle in 
the crucible of the Chinese revolution and that of the inter-
national proletariat, adhered to Marxism, and fusing it with 
the reality of his homeland developed it: Marxist philosophy, 
Political economics and scientific socialism show the imprint 
of his imperishable contributions. The defence of Marxism 
led him to fight against Khrushchev’s revisionism, which he 
implacably unmasked before the world as the denial of Mar-
xism, as a bourgeois monstrosity that should be swept out to 
advance the revolution; and through the great polemic and 
struggle at world level he prompted and firmly led the cam-
paign against social-imperialism whose command is the re-
visionist clique headed by Brezhnev and which, ultimately, is 
the current source of war. Thus Chairman Mao Tsetung inhe-
rited, defended and developed Marxism-Leninism raising it to 
its present condition of the living soul of the working class and 
hope of humanity: Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung thought; 
therefore, today, to be a Marxist-Leninist is to adhere to Mao 
Tsetung thought.

“Chairman Mao Tsetung founded the Communist Party 
of China and guided it wisely through more than fifty years of 
struggle: in its historical beginnings as vanguard of the wor-
king class in China, in the storms of the Expedition to the Nor-
th, in the epic Agrarian War and the Long March, in the tireless 
and heroic War of Resistance against Japan, in the sweeping 
and vigorous National Liberation War, in the building of so-
cialism, and in the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution. 
Chairman Mao Tsetung led his Party fostering it in the two-li-
ne struggle within its own ranks, against right-wing and ul-
tra-left positions that sought to stray it from its course; and, 
in recent years, especially, against revisionism that raised its 
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counter-revolutionary head with Liu Shao-chi, Lin Piao and 
today Teng Hsiao-ping and his right-wing storm. In the great 
class struggle of the revolution in China and the contemporary 
world, and the two-line struggle within its own ranks, Chair-
man Mao Tsetung has led the Communist Party of China until 
he transformed it into the “great, glorious and correct” Par-
ty that the working class and the world admire and respect. 
In this melting pot was fostered the greatest revolutionary of 
China, the mastery continuator of the great teachers of the 
international working class, the glorious communist militant 
who has developed Marx and Lenin, the extraordinary man 
whose life ticked until its end with the imperishable light of 
Marxism, with the omnipotent creative force of the masses 
and the spirit of serving the people.   

“As Chairman Mao himself stated, the next fifty to one 
hundred years will convulse the world in order to change it, 
therefore we are and will develop at a crucial time for the 
working class, the people and all humanity. The gigantic re-
volutionary storm will light up the face of the Earth, many new 
problems will demand to be solved, and between the victo-
ries there will be setbacks and failures. The revolution is the 
mainstream of history but it will have to eradicate rocks and 
eddies, and, we are sure, the revolution will necessarily pre-
vail. “In short, the prospects are bright, but the road is win-
ding”. 

“The founder of our Party, José Carlos Mariátegui taught 
us: ‘It is not possible not to be interested at the fate of a nation 
that occupies such a central position in time and space. China 
weighs too much in human history for us not to be attracted 
by its deeds and its men’. If he told us this about old China, 
what would be said today regarding New China? So, for our 
Party, for the communists and the Peruvian people the histo-
rical perspective demands today more than ever, in this great 
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painful juncture for the working class and world revolution, 
to adhere even more to Marxism, clinging to the philosophy 
of struggle, to convert grief into strength and, closing ranks 
around the red line of the Communist Party of China which 
holds high the unvanquished banner of Chairman Mao Tse-
tung, to advance, together with the Parties that are loyal to 
Marxism, with the international working class and the peoples 
of the world, solemnly promising to always march under the 
red and victorious banners of Marx, Lenin and Mao Tsetung.

“Chairman Mao Tstung has died! But his thought and 
action live in the working class, the oppressed peoples and 
the masses of the world, and wherever revolution fights, Mar-
xism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung thought will live eternally.

“Eternal glory to Chairman Mao Tsetung, Great Teacher 
of the international proletariat, of the oppressed peoples and 
world revolution!” 

Several days later we celebrated a Solemn Funeral Ceremony 
in the premises of the Graphical Federation. Thus the generated 
organisms and the masses paid tribute to Chairman Mao Tsetung, 
pledging to fulfil the transformation of the Peruvian society throu-
gh revolution; signing a scroll of condolence also delivered to the 
Embassy. In that ceremony it was my turn to deliver a speech, and 
it was the last time I spoke in public. Similar homages were carried 
out in Lima, as well as in other cities, Ayacucho among them.

And on September 18, the Organisations Adhered to Mariá-
tegui published, in newspapers of Lima, the following text that is 
worth reproducing:
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“Eternal glory to Chairman Mao Tsetung!

In thousands of years of incessant struggle in order to 
pass, from the kingdom of need, on to that of freedom, hu-
manity generated the working class and they, with their 
inexhaustible and growing strength have provided us Mar-
xism-Leninism synthesised in Marx and Engels, Lenin and Sta-
lin. Thus, starting from the rise of Marxism the working class, 
the oppressed peoples and of all humanity have a goal and 
an aspiration: to build a new society, the communist society 
toward which they march ‘with vehement and active faith’.

In the era of imperialism or monopolist, parasitic and 
agonising capitalism, a time when the working class by force 
of their armed hands conquer power, and when the growing 
and raging waves of national liberation wipe out imperialist 
oppression, the Chinese Revolution that teaches and amazes 
the world unfolds itself. In this historic crucible the internatio-
nal working class took shape in Chairman Mao Tsetung, who 
in 1921 founded the Communist Party of China, the organised 
vanguard that triumphantly led the new democratic revolu-
tion culminating with the founding of the People’s Republic of 
China; Party that today, through the Great Proletarian Cultural 
Revolution, develops the socialist revolution and strengthens 
the dictatorship of the proletariat.

Thus Mao Tsetung thought emerged. Thus Marxism-Le-
ninism found the way to guide and incorporate the oppressed 
peoples to the irrepressible torrent of world revolution. Thus 
Marxism-Leninism found the way to uninterruptedly develop 
the socialist revolution and advance toward its inexorable fu-
ture goal, the communist society.

Within this great framework of class struggle in his 
great country and the world, Chairman Mao Tsetung inheri-
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ted, defended and developed Marxism-Leninism. He defended 
it against revisionism which today, unmasked as Soviet so-
cial-imperialism, is at present the main source of war. And he 
developed it in all levels elevating it to the current condition 
of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung thought. So Marxism, in 
the flames of class struggle and the action of the great tea-
chers of the proletariat, became Marxism-Leninism and later 
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung thought. Consequently, to-
day, to be a Marxist is to adhere to Marxism-Leninism-Mao 
Tsetung thought.

Chairman Mao Tsetung has died! His great heart has 
stopped beating, his pulse has stopped and his life is extinct. 
A deep grief, dense and heavy, falls on the working class and 
the oppressed peoples of the Earth, and the red banners at 
half-mast bend in universal mourning. The Great Teacher of 
the international proletariat has ceased to exist and his unfa-
thomable absence is felt throughout the world; it is the great 
absence that Marx left us, it is the great absence that Lenin 
left us, but, today as yesterday, the working class and the po-
pular masses, turning their grief into strength and through 
the storm, will continue towards their luminous goal, always 
upholding the undefeated banners of Marx, Lenin and Mao 
Tsetung.  

The Organisations Adhered to Mariátegui in this hour 
of grief express to the Chinese people, the Chinese working 
class and the great, glorious and correct Communist Party of 
China their deepest grief at the death of Chairman Mao Tse-
tung, Great Teacher of the international working class, of the 
oppressed peoples of the world and of world revolution, who-
se thought illuminates the world, and will always illuminate it.

Eternal glory to Chairman Mao Tsetung!” 
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Today, almost twenty years since those events, after a long 
process, what should we say? We communists continue and will 
continue under the banners of Marx, Lenin and Chairman Mao Tse-
tung. We communists take and will continue taking guidance from 
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism. We communists persist and will per-
sist until Communism, the inexorable goal of humanity.

(...)Chairman Mao Tsetung devoted himself to synthesise the 
experience of the socialist revolution laying out his great theory 
and practice on the continuation of revolution under the dictator-
ship of the proletariat, discovering the correct way of developing it 
through the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution. At the beginning 
and through the development of this great revolution he laid out 
the following thesis:

‘A great disorder under the sky leads to a great order under the 
sky, and something similar occurs again every seven or eight years. 
The monsters and demons will emerge by themselves to the fore. As 
determined by their very class nature, they cannot act otherwise’.

‘In the past we waged struggles in the rural areas, in the fac-
tories, in the cultural circles, and we carried out the socialist educa-
tion movement. However, all this did not solve the problem, becau-
se we had not found a way, a means of mobilising the broad masses 
in an open way, in all grounds and from below upwards, to expose 
our obscure side’.

‘In fact, those elements with Power, followers of the capitalist 
road within the Party, who support the petit tyrants of the bour-
geois academia, and those representatives of the bourgeoisie in-
filtrated in the Party, who give protection to those petit tyrants of 
the Party, are in fact big petit tyrants of the Party who do not read 
books or newspapers, do not keep in touch with the masses, nor do 
they possess any knowledge, but they rely solely on ‘acting in an 
arbitrary way, and repressing the people with their authority’ and 
usurping the name of the Party’.   
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‘The bourgeois representatives who have infiltrated the Party, 
the government, the army and the different cultural sectors, are a 
group of counterrevolutionary revisionists who seized Power, and 
will turn the proletarian dictatorship into dictatorship of the bour-
geoisie if an opportunity presents itself to them. We have already 
seen through some of these people, not yet the others. And we still 
trust some of them, and we are preparing them to be our continua-
tors. For example, Khrushchev type people still nest beside us’.

‘The elements with power followers of the capitalist road wi-
thin our Party are the main target of the present movement’.

‘What would you do if revisionism emerged in the Central 
Committee? This is very likely, this is the greatest danger’.

‘The proletariat must exercise an all-embracing dictatorship 
over the bourgeoisie in the infrastructure, including the different 
domains of culture’.  

‘The current Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution is absolu-
tely necessary and most timely for consolidating the dictatorship of 
the proletariat, preventing capitalist restoration and building so-
cialism’.

‘It is essential to carry out the Great Proletarian Cultural Re-
volution’.

‘The current Great Cultural Revolution is only the first one, and 
in the future there will undoubtedly be many others. In the revolu-
tion the question of who will overcome whom will only be solved in 
a protracted historical period. If the issues are not properly solved, 
in any moment, there will be possibility for a capitalist restoration’. 

‘Rebellion against the reactionaries is justified’.

‘Proletarian revolutionaries, unite to snatch Power from the 
handful of leaders, followers of the capitalist road within the Party!’.
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The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution dealt a blow to 
the counter-revolutionary bourgeois headquarters headed by Liu 
Shao-chi, the Chinese Khrushchev, whose lieutenant was Teng 
Hsiao-ping, ‘another maximum element with power, follower of 
the capitalist road within the Party’; and also crushed the coun-
ter-revolutionary conspirer headquarter headed by Lin Piao. Thus, 
the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution was developed to con-
solidate the dictatorship of the proletariat, prevent capitalist res-
toration and build socialism; and whose condensation was held in 
the 9th Congress of the Communist Party of China which is a major 
milestone in the history of the CPC and the International Commu-
nist Movement.

The development of class struggle in China, the struggle be-
tween capitalism and socialism, between bourgeoisie and prole-
tariat and between Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung thought and 
counter-revolutionary and capitulationist revisionism, took shape 
in the great campaign of criticism against Confucius and Lin Piao 
that aired the problem of restoration and counter-restoration, the 
long process of consolidation of a class in power which involves 
preventing its recapture by the reactionaries and the subsequent 
restoration, and the fight to reconquer power in the case it is lost; a 
problem which was raised in the beginnings of the polemic against 
Khrushchev-Brezhnev’s revisionism. Subsequently, the struggle 
focused on the decisive question and on the very essence of power, 
the problem of the dictatorship of the proletariat. Chairman Mao 
said:

‘Why did Lenin speak of the need to exercise dictatorship over 
the bourgeoisie? This problem must be clear. The lack of clarity in 
this regard will lead to revisionism. This must be known by the entire 
nation’.

‘In a word, China is a socialist country. Before the Liberation 
it did not differ much from capitalism. Now it still practices a wage 
system of eight categories, distribution to each according to his 
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work and exchange through money, all of which is hardly different 
from old society. The difference lies in that the ownership system 
has changed’.

‘Our country now practices a commodity system, the wage 
system which is also unequal, like that of eight categories, and so 
on. This, under the dictatorship of the proletariat, can only be res-
tricted. In the light of the foregoing, it will be very easy for people 
like Lin Piao to set up a capitalist system if they escalate power. 
Therefore, we must study more Marxist-Leninist works’.

‘Lenin said: ‘Small production engenders capitalism and 
bourgeoisie, continuously daily, hourly, spontaneously and en 
masse’. This also occurs with part of the working class and part of 
the party members. Both among the working masses and among 
the officials of public organisms there are those who incur in the 
bourgeois lifestyle’.

‘Lenin spoke of a bourgeois State without capitalists, built 
to protect bourgeois right. We ourselves have built a State like that 
one, in which things do not differ much from those of the old so-
ciety, as there is an hierarchic system, and a wage system of eight 
categories rules, where distribution is according to the work done 
and to the exchange of goods of equal values’.

These theses and the aforementioned ones are, obvious-
ly, continuation and development of fundamental approaches of 
Marxism-Leninism. Chairman Mao Tsetung reiterates the validity 
of the ideas of Marx and Lenin on the long revolutionary trans-
formation of the old society; the need for the dictatorship of the 
proletariat and its strengthening; the incessant class struggle in 
socialism and its extreme sharpening in certain circumstances; 
the survival of the bourgeois right and its necessary restriction; 
the constant generation of capitalism and bourgeoisie and the 
possibility of capitalist restoration when they escalate power; the 
persistence of the ‘bourgeois right’ and the ‘bourgeois state’ that 
protects them. Furthermore, he raised the need to target against 
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the followers of the capitalist road within the Party and to continue 
the revolution under the dictatorship of the proletariat through the 
Cultural Revolution.

In January 1975 Teng Hsiao-ping became vice-president of 
the Central Committee, to which he was reincorporated in the 10th 
Congress. In September of that year he called to “Unfold criticism 
with regard to ‘Water Margin’”. Chairman Mao urged to pay atten-
tion to capitulation which is the essential aspect of revisionism. He 
states: ‘The merit of the novel ‘Water Margin’ rests precisely on the 
description of capitulation. Serving as a teaching material in the 
negative sense, it helps the people to distinguish those who capi-
tulate’. ‘Water Margin’ is opposed only to corrupt officials but not 
to the emperor. It excludes Chao Kai from the 108 fighters. Sung 
Chiang capitulates, practices revisionism, renames Chü Yi Hall, a 
name given by Chao Kai, by that of Chung Yi Hall, and accepts the 
offer of amnesty and enlistment. The struggle between Sung Chiang 
and Kao Chiu is a struggle waged by one fraction against another 
within the landlord class. Sung Chiang capitulates and afterwards 
fights against Fang La’. (In the novel, Chao Kai is the founder of 
the rebel peasant army; the 108 captains are the rebel captains; 
Sung Chiang is a character who usurps the leadership of the rebel 
army; Chü Yi Hall means to unite and rise up in rebellion, this is 
how the rebel chief named the hall where they met; Chung Yi Hall 
means loyalty to the emperor, name used by the usurper). Let’s 
stress that capitulationism in the country implies class capitulation 
to the bourgeoisie, and internationally national capitulation is ca-
pitulation to imperialism, and thus capitulationism is revisionism.

In these circumstances the struggle against the repea-
ling, anti-Cultural Revolution right wind is unfolded, during which 
Chairman Mao declares:

‘After the democratic revolution, the workers, the poor pea-
sants and the lower middle peasants have not stopped and want 
to carry out the revolution. Instead, part of the party members ex-
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press their reluctance to move forward, and some have reversed 
their steps and stood against revolution. Why? Because these peo-
ple, having become high officials, seek to protect the interests of 
the high officials’.

‘It happens that the socialist revolution hits them over their 
own heads, and thus during the cooperativisation of agriculture 
there were already some within the Party who opposed it, and when 
the bourgeois right was criticised, they rejected it. The socialist re-
volution is being realised; however, what is not understood is where 
the bourgeoisie is. They are found precisely within the Communist 
Party, and are the leaders followers of the capitalist road within the 
Party. The followers of the capitalist road continue with their own 
course’.   

‘Reversing correct verdicts goes against the will of the peo-
ple’.

‘Without struggle it is impossible to advance’. ‘Being 800 mi-
llion people, can we do without struggle?!’

‘What idiocy is that of ‘taking the three instructions as key’! 
Stability and unity do not mean giving up class struggle. Class stru-
ggle is like the key string in a net, and the rest are meshes’.

‘This person does not persist in class struggle; he has never 
mentioned this key topic. He continues with his ‘white cat or black 
cat’, without distinguishing between imperialism and Marxism’.

Thus the struggle focused against Teng Hsiao-ping. Against 
he who, following Liu Shao-chi, the Chinese Khrushchev, argued in 
favour of the theory of the extinction of class struggle; against he 
who, in 1956, in his report on the modification of the statutes, in 
the 8th Congress, maintained that the classes were extinguishing, 
especially the bourgeoisie, that the socialist revolution had fulfilled 
most of its tasks, and that we should not emphasise class struggle 
but the tasks of construction; against he who, in the same report, 
followed the theory of the masses of Liu Shao-chi to oppose Chair-
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man Mao’s thesis on the Party; against he who upheld at the 20th 
Congress of the Party of the Soviet Union, in which Khrushchev at-
tacked the dictatorship of the proletariat, camouflaging under the 
so-called struggle against the ‘cult of personality’ considering it 
as having ‘important merits’; precisely, for him it was ‘one of the 
most important’ struggles, it is this ‘struggle against deification’ 
which he used to fight against Mao Tsetung thought.

The campaign to counter-attack the revoking revisionist 
wind in the Great Cultural Revolution focused against Teng Hsiao-
ping. Against the tenacious defender of Peng Tehuai, the upstart 
and conspirator warlord sanctioned in 1959 and defended by Liu 
Shao-chi and his reactionary quarters; it aimed against Teng, who 
ganged with the Chinese Khrushchev in the difficult years of 1959-
1961, who attacked the three red banners: the general line, the 
big leap forward and the people’s commune. Against the one who 
advocated for more land for private use, free markets, busines-
ses responsible for their own profits and losses and for agricultural 
production quotas based on each family, triggering a revisionist 
wind of farm work based on individuals. Against the one who de-
clared: ‘Be black or white, if a cat catches mice, it is a good cat’. 
This is the Teng Hsiao-ping of the 50s and the 60s, ‘another maxi-
mum element with power follower of the capitalist road within the 
Party’ as he was typified, the lieutenant of Liu Shao-chi who served 
as secretary general and who the Great Proletarian Cultural Revo-
lution overthrew.

The struggle that Chairman Mao led to counter-attack the re-
visionist revoking wind, aimed against Teng Hsiao-ping who star-
ting from the 1950s held a counter-revolutionary programme and 
who, like others, as soon as he reassumed positions of leadership 
continued his old course deploying a contrary programme based 
on ‘taking the three instructions as key’, pointing to ‘conquer the 
ideological position as a means of moulding public opinion’, ‘first of 
all, focus on leadership organisms, so as to take over the organising 
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positions’, ‘rectification in every aspect’.  A programme oriented 
to revoke the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, to usurp the 
leadership to promote restoration, undermine the dictatorship of 
the proletariat, propagandise the extinction of class struggle and 
focusing on the development of the productive forces. A program-
me which fought against the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution 
imputing that it ‘hurt’ ‘experienced cadres’ and served to ‘topple’ 
‘good party cadres’, calling it ‘ultra-leftist’ for combating against 
the elements followers of the capitalist road. This counter-stroke 
struggle against the revoking wind led to ‘the destitution of Teng 
Hsiao-ping from all his posts inside and outside the Party’, a reso-
lution taken ‘according to the proposal of the great leader Chair-
man Mao Tsetung’.

Chairman Mao Tsetung’s death, like the death of all the great 
leaders of the proletariat, has generated deep commotions and 
broad repercussions in China and the world; and, in the conditions 
in which the struggle in China developed, it led to the situation for 
the right-wingers to wage a coup d’état, to usurp the power of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat, undermine the conquests of the 
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, and open the doors to capi-
talist restoration, capitulation and revisionism. The class struggle in 
China, between revolution and counter-revolution, between Mar-
xism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung thought and revisionism, between 
Mao Tsetung’s proletarian line and the bourgeois revisionist, coun-
ter-revolutionary and capitulationist line headed by Teng Hsiao-
ping, has entered crucial, complex and difficult moments; in which 
strange and surprising methods in the treatment of problems and 
the struggle are resorted to; important and extensive changes in 
management and organisations, mainly the Party, take place; at 
the same time the criticism against Teng Hsiao-ping’s revisionist 
revocatory wind is suspended; the Great Proletarian Cultural Revo-
lution is openly questioned; capitulation, especially at the national 
level, advances, and Teng’s counter-revolutionary programme is 
hoisted as a banner. All this is nothing but a right-wing strike in the 



40

acute two-line struggle during the period of the continuation of 
revolution, taking advantage of the juncture and impact of Chair-
man Mao Tsetung’s death.

The situation generated in China is not a minor problem. It is, 
on the contrary, a problem of significance for revolutionaries and 
communists of the world, and we must all pay very special atten-
tion to it, since, from the usurpation of Power derives the general 
change of the line both in the development of socialism as in inter-
national politics. The key question of Marxism is the dictatorship of 
the proletariat, this is its essence, and a right-wing coup d’état and 
its usurpation is a problem of extreme seriousness and importan-
ce; and it is not a matter only of China, but of all communists, since 
its implications deal with the world revolution. The experience of 
restoration and usurpation of Power in the USSR are fresh lessons 
that we cannot forget.

Mariátegui taught us: ‘It is not possible to lose interest on the 
destiny of a nation that occupies such a leading position in time 
and space. For us China weighs too much in human history so as 
not to be attracted by its deeds and its men’. This great truth still 
applies today more than ever for all communists and revolutiona-
ries in our country. However, while the events in China, especially 
after Chairman Mao Tsetung’s death, move us to a just concern 
and to the obligation of defending the banners of Marxism; preci-
sely in order to defend them let’s be guided by their very forecasts:    

     
‘If the right-wingers carry out an anti-communist coup 

d’état in China, I am sure that they won’t find peace, and most likely 
their domination will be short-lived, since it will not be tolerated by 
any of the revolutionaries who represent the interests of the people, 
that constitutes more than 90 per cent of the population’.

‘Be it in China or in other countries of the world, speaking in 
general, more than ninety per cent of the population will finally su-
pport Marxism-Leninism. In the world there are still many people 
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who, because of the deception of social-democracy, revisionism, 
imperialism and all the reactionaries, have not yet assumed poli-
tical consciousness. But, at any rate they will gradually wake up, 
and will support Marxism-Leninism. The truth of Marxism-Leninism 
is irresistible. The people’s masses will invariably rise in revolution. 
World revolution will triumph inexorably’. 
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In this 50th anniversary of the Great Proletarian Cul-
tural Revolution we reaffirm in our unfading ideology Mar-
xism-Leninism-Maoism, in Gonzalo thought its creative 
application, in our Maximum Leader Chairman Gonzalo and 
his great teachings.

LONG LIVE CHAIRMAN GONZALO,
MAXIMUM LEADER OF THE PARTY AND 

REVOLUTION!

BRANDISH ‘MEMORIES FROM NEMESIS’
AS A COMBAT WEAPON!

THE GREAT PROLETARIAN CULTURAL 
REVOLUTION WILL SHINE FOREVER!

GLORY TO MARXISM-LENINISM-MAOISM!

Perú, October 1, 2016
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