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Lord Carrington, Tory Defence Secretary 
and T9ry Party chairman.' He authorized 
the meeting between his Army Minister 
and criminal-on-the-run, Kenneth Little
john. 

Geoffrey Johnson-Smith, ex-Anny Minis
ter, now Heath's minister in charge of 
Cabinet affairs. He met Littlejohn at the 
Kensington residence of Lady Pamela 
Onslow. 

Ml6 AGENTS 
TURN TO 
BLACKMAIL 
In specially segregated · 
cells in the basement of 
Mountjoy Prison, Dublin, 
the Littl~john brothers, 
Kenneth (32) and Keith 
(27), wait in quiet confi
dence for the Heath gov
ernment to spring them. 

It won't be ropes over the 
wall stuff. The brothers, who 
have been sentenced to 20 
years and 15 years respec
tively for the - biggest-ever 
bank raid in the Republic's 
history, are convinced that 
their release will be a prop
erly legal affair. It will take 
place at the Court of Criminal 

Appeal when their appeals are 
heard in October. 

If' they don't walk out as 
free men, the Littlejohns pro
pose releasing for publication 
'an extremely d e t a i I e d 
account' of their role as 
British Intelligence operatives 
in Ireland throughout 1972. 
ThP. brothers claim-and their 
story has not been challenged 
in any substantial way-that 
everything they did in Ireland, 
including robberies, fire
bombings and rioting, was 
done with the full knowledge, 
consent and direction of the 
British M~nistry of Defence. 
And the men who signed the·m 
up with the Secret Service 
were the Defence Secretary, 
Lord Carrington, who is also 
chairman of the Tory Party, 
and the then Army Minister, 
Geoffrey Johnson-Smith, now 
Heath's top Cabinet aide. 

The year the brothers were 
on active duties in Ireland 
marked a turning point in the 
Republic's attitude towards 
the IRA. 

It began- with 'Bloody Sun
day', the massacre of 13 inno-
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cent unarmed civilians in 
Derry on January 30, 1972, 
which raised widespread sup
port for the Republican move
ment, and climaxed on 
December 1, 1972, with the 
passage of amendments to the 
Offences Against the State 
Act, the 'Anti-IJ!A Act'. The 
amendments were stampeded 
through both houses of the 
Irish parliament (the Oireach
tas) late on a Friday night 
following two bomb ·ex- . 
plosions which are now 
openly acknowledged to have 
been set off by British intelli-' 
gence. Two workers were 
killed in '": the explosions, one 
of which was · planted in a car 
outside . Liberty Hall, head
quarters of the Irish Trans
.port and General Workers' 
Union. 

As Kenneth Littlejohn said 
to a reporter while he was 
awaiting trial: 

'I laugh when I read about 
Watergate. At least in that no 
one got killed.' 

Having used a criminal on 
the run · and his ex-convict 
brother as agents provocateur, 
the Tory governments at 
Westminster arid Leinster · 
House are now virtually 
blackmailed by them. 

The threat is simple 
enough : bring us in from the 
cold or we'll blow the whole 
story. While the dossier re
mains in the hands .of their 
London solicitors, the life and 
times of the Littlejohns and 
their collaboration with the 
government can be told in 
considerable detail. 
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THE MAN 
FROM 'WHIZZ 
KIDS LIMITED' 

Kenneth Littlejohn was born 
in Scotland and his family 
came to live in Birmingham 
in 1946. 

When he left school he 
went straight into the armY· 
In those days of full employ
ment it was a noteworthy de
cision, but it . apparently 
attracted his interest in guns 
and combat. 

He performed so admirably ' 
that he was selected for the 
elite Parachute Regiment 
where he served for two 
years as a lance corporal. In 
1959 his military career came 
to an end when he was court 
martialled in Warwick for 
stealing a cash. box and . sen
tenced to six months. In army 
terminology he was 'dis
charged ignominiously'. 

Out of the army, Littlejohn 
appears to have embarked on 
a life of crime. fie was con
victed for stealing and receiv
ing in 1960 and 1962. In 1965 
he was sentenced to five 
years' imprisonment for ·the 
larceny of a car containing 
£20,000 in wages. 

On August 27, 1970, a 
£38,000 wages snatch took 
place at the Midland Motor 
Cylinder Company Limited, 
Smethwick, in the West Mid
lands. A wages clerk, Brian 
Anthony Perks, was found 
bound and gagged near an 
empty safe. · 

The police were suspicious 
of Perks' story and later 
charged him with stealing the 
money 'with a person or per
sons unknown'. He was 
found guilty and sentenced by 
Mr Justice Btidge _to · siX: 
years' jail. In summing up 
the judge · to}d the jury: 
'What the prosecution invites 
you to infer from the evidence 
is that the accomplice 1 who 
carried out this audacious 
theft of £40,000 was . . . the . 
accused's brother-in-law Ken~ 
neth Littlejohn.' 

And the prosecutor, Mr 

Harry Haber, said: 'Since 
the theft which is the subject 
of this charge, the police have 
sought · for him [Kenneth 
Littlejohn] and sought for 
him in vain.' 

His name went on the 
wanted persons' list ·in the 
'Police Gazette' while his 
photograph and criminal 
biography were circularized 
to pol.!J;e throughout Britain/ 
Northern Ireland and the 
Republic of Ireland. 

The fugitive surfaced in 
Dublin towards the end of 
1970. In December .. he regis
tered Whizz Kids (Ireland) 
Limited, the Dublin subsidiary 
of Whizz Kids - Limited of 
London. The mairi directors 
were Kenneth Austen Tiilias 
Littlejohn) and Robert Sto::k
man who lives in Edgeware, 
North London. 

The . company records de
scribe ' 'Austen·• as 'property 
consultant' and 'property 
investor'. But their story was 
as flimsy as the women's 
clothing they were supposedly 
marketing-hot pants. · 

He moved into a bungalow 
at Cahirciveen in County 
Kerry where he established a 
reputation as something of a 
jet-setter. He wined and 
dined with the local squires 
and their daughters, went 

. salmon fishing, flashed about 
. in a sports car and took les
sons at a local airport to 
obtain his private pilot's 
licence. 

When his proposed factory 
failed to materialize, 'Austen' 
drifted out of Kerry to 
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Dublin, leaving behind a num
ber of unpaid bills. His arrival 
among the swingers in Dublin 
was just as flambuoyant; he 
became a regular visitor to 
plush hotels like the Hibernian 
and Wicklow. Later at his 
trial for bank robbery his 
solicitor said it was not un
usual · for 'Austen' to deposit 
banknotes worth up to £4,000 
at ·his office. 

Behind the high living 
there were some aggravations. 
Bowmakers, the big hire pur
chase · group, went hunting . 
for a Ford Transit van which 
Whizz Kids had bought 
through them in May 1971. 
In February 1972 the · High 
Court issued a summons on 
Bowmakers' behalf for the 
return of the van or the re
payment . of its value. 

It is inconceivable that the 
· w hi r I w i n d activities of 
'Austen' and his Whizz KidS 
didn't cqme to the attention 
of the garda, the Irish police. 
It remains a mystery why 
they didn't look into his back
ground more closely especially 
since the Irish CID had photo
graphs of the wanted man and 
a full rundown · on his 'con-
man' activities. · 

·Although both wings of 
. the IRA strenuously deny it, 
'Austen' had established links 
with . the Republican move
ment. He gleaned critiCa1 in
formation about the source .. of 
arms .. supplies and the new 
types of rockets and rifles 
slipping into the country. 
Early in 1972 he decided to 

· make use of this information. 
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COUNTESS 
AND THE 
EX-CONVICT 

. Keith Littlejohn, five years 
younger than · Kenneth, was . 
born in Bidningham the 
year the family moved there 
in 19~. · 

:ijis q_niy . c.riminal con vic-
. tion orior ·to the Dublin bank 
ruoheri was i'Ji', iV67: -Wnen h·e 
was sent to borstal for- rob
bery after he had committed 
an offence while he was on 
bail. 

At this point the narrative 
gets distiQctly messy. Keith 
says that while. he was in jail 
-whereas he . was · only in 
borstal- he met Lady Pamela; 
Countess of Onslow. The 
capitalist Press ·has mai_ntained 
that she is a . 'prison visitor' 
and met Keith in her role 
helping to reform the mis~ 
guided men of crime. But 
Lady Pamela's name does not 
appear on the Home Office's 
approved list of about 500 _ 
prison visitors. 

She is, however, a volun
tary. prison visitor to Worm
wood Si:ru bs L approved by 
the jail governor. Lad,.Y 
Onslow (57) comes from a 
very old Anglo~Irish family. 
Her father was the 19th Earl 
of Dillon from · County Louth 
and her · late husband, from 
whom she . was divorced in 
1962, wa~ the sixth Earl of 
Onslow, a former Tory Whip · 
in the House of Lords. Other 
sources have stated that the 
do-gooding countess is in fact 
'an official of the Foreign 
Office' ('Hibernia' magazine) 
or .'associated with the British 
Foreign Office' ('The· Irish 
People'). 

Mrs Christine . Littlejohn, 
Kenneth's wife, told one news
paper: 'My husband's brother 
Keitll was in borstal for eight 
months around · 1968 and 
Lady Onslow· was· a social'. 
worker. She took a keen inter- · 
est in Keith and when he was 
released they kept up regular 
contact. Ken met her through 
Keith and he used to tell me 
about several meetings with 

Lady Onslow in London pubs.' 
The undisputed facts - are 

that . Keith . Littlejohn told 
Lady Pamela that his brother 
had information which he 
wanted to pass on to the Tory 
government about the IRA. 
There' is no -evidence that 
Littlejohn wanted financial re- · 
ward, but it is pretty clear he 
wanted robbery charges against 
him withdrawn. And that is 

· exactly what happened . . . 
In mid-1971 the conviction 

of Kenneth's brother in law, 
Brian Perks, was quashed. The 
Appeal Court made the almost 
historic judgement that the 
trial judge did not give Perks 
a full hearing at his trial. 
Kenneth's name was not 
mentioned during the appeal. 
About -the same ·time Ken- · 
neth's name disappeared from 
the wanted persons' list, 
though, as we shall see later, 
this arbitrary decision by the 
Special Branch in 'London 
irritated the West Midlands 
police who were puzzled why 
an alleged payroll snatcher 
had been given a parden: 

Before. setting up the meet
.ing at her.· mews residence at 
12 Callcott Street, Kensington, 
Lady Pamela consulted her 
personal friend, Lord Carring
ton, the Defence Secretary. 

Carrington is the chairman 
of the Tory Party, appointed 

· by Heath. His ministry is in 
, ·charge· of the militaty occupa

tion and torture re.gime in 
Northern Ireland and also, of 
course, · the .Secret Service 

·agencies, MIS and 'MI6. 
Within a year ·of th~ Tories 
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coming to ·power in 1970, 
Carrington took over respon
sibility for the government 
strategy . in Northern Ireland 
from Home S e c r e t a r y , 
Reginald Maudling. It marked -
a much more brutal turn in 

. events .:._ internment, torture 
chambers at Holywood bar
racks, plain-clothes assassina
tion squads, · the Derry mass
acre, direct rule and the intro
duction of Star Chamber-style -
courts. · 

Carrington authorized his 
then Army Minister, Geoffrey 
Johnson-Smith, Tory MP for 
t:ast Grinstead · and ex-Tory 
Party deputy chairman, to 
meet the Littlejohns at . Lady 
Pamela's house. 

Wasn:t this a rash meeting 
-a di~cusslon between a 
criminal on the run and a. 
Minister of the Crown? 

Mr Chapman Pincher, de
fence correspondent of the 
Beaverbrook ~ owned 'Daily 
Express', who has admitted 
supplying information to 
British intelligence on a free- · 
lance, unpaid basis, says that 
'all previous governments
including Mr Wilson's- have 
operated .ori this principle and 
would do sci again.' 

And Lady 
1 
Pamela's posh 

drawing room hi ot'le of Lon
don's most exclpsive suburbs? 
'Such locations are standard 
practice in the intelligence 
world,' says Pincher. So long . 
as we ·know ! So . long .as we . 
know that it is 'standard prac
tice' for the. titled lords and 
ladies not only to have an 
open house to . prostitutes : 
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(come in Earl Jellicoe and 
Lord Lambton), but also to 
criminals! 

In any event the incredible 
meeting took place _: fugitive 
wage robber Kenneth Little
john, the Tory Army Minister 
and the prison reformer. 

D u r i n g the discussion, 
·Littlejohn disclosed that John 
Taylor, the reactionary junior 
Home Affairs · Minister at 
Stormont, was facing an assas
sination threat and gave 

·general details of the sort of 
infonpation ~hat was avai1able. 

Much impressed by · Little
john, Johnson-Smith recom
mended that he be seen by 
top agents in MI6 who 
specialize · in espionage and 
terrorism in : Ireland. Their 
names were 'Douglas Smythe' 
and 'Oliver'. At no stage did 
his spymasters interrogate 
him about the Smethwick safe 
robbery. Indeed they gave 
him the telephone and exten
sion number of Inspector 
Cameron Sinclair of the 
Special Branch and told him 
to call Sinclair if he ran into 
any problems with the police. 

In the unholy bargain that 
was struck, Littlejohn was to 
receive an amnesty from the 
£38,000 wages snatch charge 
and, in addition, if he was 
killed, he was told his family 
would get a pension and his 
youn·g son would be guaran
teed a place at Sandhurst, the 
royaL · ··military college for 
··officers and gentlemen'. 

· Before returning to 'field 
work' in Ireland, · Littlejohn 
paid a call to his old haunts 
in Birmingham. Perks, his 

brother in law, was flabber
gasted: 'It s_eemed remarkable 
that he was not taken into 
custody when he was known 
to be in Birmingham,' Perks 
said. 'The police said at the 
trial that they couldn't find 
him. We were later told by a 
relative of the Littlejohns that 
he was -working for the British 
Secret Service in -return for an 
amnesty.' 

LADY PAM'S 
STRAIGHT & 
NARROW PATH 

. The .. Littlejohn brothers set 
up headquarters at a little 
house called 'Smuggler's Cot-

tage', Clogherhead, County 
Louth, early in 1972. 

Clogherhead is just near 
Dundalk, the border town 
which became a kind of El 
Paso after internment and 
Operation Motorman. By a 
happy coicidence the brothers' 
cottage was also only a few 
miles from the country estate 
of Viscount Dillon, Lady 
Pamela's brother. · 

When asked if he kne'w that 
the Littlejohns, friends of his 
sister, were working· in the 
locality on behalf of British 
intelligence, Lord Dillon said: 
'Heaven knows how she ever 
got mixed up in this business. 
Of course, we all have our 
own opinions. I personally 
don't want to get . mixed up 
in that sort of thing.' He went 
on to .descri_be his sister as 'an 
ordinary sort of English lady'. 

The Dillons have been an 
influential land-owning Anglo
Irish family for more than 300 
years. 'She hates publicity and 
this . is particularly distressing 
for her,' said her 35-year-old 
son, the Earl of Onslow.' Her 
relationship with Keith Little
john was n_o . ll)ore and .no less 
than the relationship she has 
with other of her people whom 
she tries to keep . on the 
straight and narrow path.' 

Straight and narrow path?? 
But in acting as the go
between, Lady Pamela con
tributed to the Littlejohns 
comi-ng on to the staff of the 
government's spy network to 
carry out bank robberies! 
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This puts an entirely new 
light on modern prison reform. 

' 'My mother has a very active 
sort of mind and a driving 
sense of duty,' said Lord 
Onslow. 'She doesn't want · to 
sit around drinking dry mar· 
tinis at the Dorchester.' 
Clearly not. 

Within weeks of their 
arrival, a spate of unpreceden
ted lawlessness began. Shops 
were held -up and a number 
of banks raided. One ·of their · 
Closest associates was Brian 
Mathers, a member of the 
Official IRA, an ex-internee, 
who had been court martialled 
by the Officials for carrying 
out freelance robberies. 

The · most successful of 
these ventures was a raid on 
the Newry Post Office just 
over the border in Northern 
Ireland in which £70,000 was 
stolen. This daring but · little
publicized job established a 
certain pattern. Hostages were 
seized to force Post Office 
officials to open the vaults 
and remove the. large payroll. 
A similar procedure · was fol
lowed subsequently at Dun-

. gannon. · 

The Littlejohns themselves 
have claimed direct credit for 
pet~ol-bomb attacks on garda 
stations at Louth and Castle
bellingham in September 1972. 
These were carried out in the 
wake of riots .in Dundalk and 
prompted Justice Minister, 
DesMoad O'Malley,· to go on 
radio . and . prompt much 

. tougher . action ~ against · 'the 
trouble-makerst. · 
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ROBBERIES 
AND RIOTS 
FOR HEATH 

It should be noted that at 
this stage-late 1972-Edward 
Heath's government was ex
tremely anxious to get Eire's 
Prime Minister Jack Lynch to · 
stop 'pussy-footing' with the 
Republicans. The outbreak of 
robberies and riots played 
directly into }Jeath's hands to · . 
step up pressure on the 

· Fianna Fail government. These 
statistics show the 'law and ' 
order' argument: 

1969: 12 armed robberies, 
nine detected, £18,156 in
volved. 
1970: I7 armed robberies, 12 
detected, £16,872. 
1971: 30 armed robberies; 
nine detected, £41,765. 
1972: 132 a'rmed robberies, 
36 detected, £162,058. 

The capitalist Press in the 
Republic, the north ·and 
Britain launched ferocious 
attacks on the .-Republicans 
blaming them for the crime 
wave. On August 2, 1972, 
the situation became so in= 
toleraqle that both wings put 
out a statement · which was 
buried in th.e 'Irish Times' 
under the headline: 

'IRA wings disown border 
robberies.' The story said: · 

'Both wings of the UtA m 
Dublin yesterday condemned, 
those responsible for a num
ber of recent armed robbedes 
at shops and _garages along 
the South Armagh border and 
a spokesman for the Pro
visionals indicated that people 
responsible · for such incidents 
in the past "had been dealt 
with at . Republican courts".' 

Despite tffe enormous garda 
forces .on the border at that 
time, it is- - a~tonishing that 
the notorious, English-speak
ing Littlejoh'ns didn't arouse 
suspicion. Dublin police have 
since told reporters that they 
wete rnstructed by 'higi).~r 
ups' to lay off . the . brothers'· 
although their activiti"cis (stuck 
out a mile'. This ·is partly 
c~nfirmed by a statement 
made . by Kenneth Littlejohn 
himself. · 

'Barney Mathers [their ac
complice] was also a leading 
member of the Officials and 
to my knowledge he was 
allowed to escape arrest fol
lowing a bank raid in Newry 
simply so that he could lead 
me closer to (Seamus) Cos
tello and (Sean) Garland', who, 
accordin_g to Littlejohn, - were ,. 
on a British Intelligence death 
list. 

On a visit back to Britain 
last year Littlejohn was seen 
by another brother-in-law, 
Barry Steele (44), of Birming
ham. Steele, ·who was given· 
a suspended sentence on 
August 9 last for · car theft, 
went to the Torquay home 
where Littlejohn invited him 
to join their activities in 
Ireland. 

'I was astonished to see 
three guns-a .45, a .38 and 
a .22 Beretta. I told Ken he 
must be crazy bec,au~e he knew 
that with a record of more 
than three years in prison he 
would get another five for 
possessing a gun. 

'But he said. he had im
munity. That convinced me 
that what he was saying about 
workirfg for the government 
was true. He asked me to join 
him in Ireland and ' told me 
what he wa-lf' up to. He · said· 
it would be safe-if he was 
ever caught, all he would have 
to do was lift the phone and 
dial a mimber.' 

But Steele refused the offer 
of inuriuility ana a government 
'licence to steal'. 'I didn't 
want any part of it,' he said. 
'I couldn't walk about with 
a gun ·jn my belt.' 
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Dublin detectives tty. to hide the identity of MI6 age~t, John Wyman, 
when he appeared In court charged with stealing state secrets on the 
IRA. . 
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A MOST 
. MYSTERIOUS 
BANK JOB 

er 
three armed 

men arrived at the Dub
lin home of Mr Noel 
Curran, manager of the 
Grafton Street branch of 
the Allied Irish Bank. 

They held the manager's 
family hostage at gunpoint 
while he drove them to the 
bank to open the vaults. The 
robbery went off without a 
hitch-£67,000 was taken in 
the biggest robbery in the his
tory of the republic. 

But 1t had certain aspects 
which were profoundly sus-
picious. \ 

I 

For instance, the robbers, 
Kenneth and Keith Littlejohn, 
made no serious attempt to 
disguise themselves or hide 
their tell-tale Engl'ish aceents . 
They chatted about the Irish 
telephone service and the Joe 
Bugn-:!r fight which had been . 
staged the previous night. 
Kenneth wasn't wearing gloves 
and left fingerprints all over 
the building. Keith stood in 
front of the bank employees 
he was guarding for almost half 
an hour without attempting to 
shield his identity. 

At the trial no less than 14 
witnesses were able positively 
to identify them. 

Even more strange, Keith 
drove Kenneth's car to Dublin 
airport, wiped off the finger
prints but carelessly left an 
electricity bill with Kenneth's 
Dublin address on the back. 

The question is simply this: 
would hardened thieves have 
conducted a job with such 
casualness or stupidity? Or 
was this the action of men 
who were operating under 
some sort of immunity and 
couldn~t care less what clues 
were left behind? 
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From the Welter of incrimi
nating evidence ·the Dublin , 
CID soon worked out who was 
responsible. . One 'clue~ dis
covered early in the investiga
tion-£11,000 in £I and £5· 
notes, five guns, ammunition, 
a Spanish dagger,. five two-
piece suits, · five false · beards, 
one false moustache and five 
hats found in the brothers' 
Dublin flat in Drumcondra . 
Road. 

Have you ever heard of· 
thieves. leaving behind in a: 
'ventilation shaft ·a large chunk 

·· of~ the · loot.? ., Having 'estitib.-, 
·. Iished · that the Littlejohn 
. brothers and Barney· Mathers 

were among the six-man gang, 
· the · Dublin police ·issued war~ 

rants for their arrest. -They . 
traced ·the Littlejohns to a flat 
in Edgeware, north London, 
the residence of Robert Stock
man. But Scotland Yard 
appears to have been less than 
enthusiastic abol,it carrying out 
the arrests. · 

When two or three days 
elapsed, a senior garda officer 
flew to London and virtually 
embarrassed the · Yard into 
going to Edgeware and arrest-
ing them. · 

Kenneth Littlejohn, his wife 
Christine and the Stockmans 
were astonished when the 
police burst in. Littlejohn said 
there must have been 'a mis
take'. He asked the senior 

. officer to telephone Inspector 
Sinclair a.t the. Sp.ecial Bra11-ch. 

In his evidence at the Dublin 
trial, · .Chief · Inspector John -, 
Par~er ';~dmitted pllOning Sin
clair at Littlejohn's request. 
14 

Parker said he told .Sinclair 
who is in . charge of th~ 
branch's' Irish · de'sk, · that he 
had arrested Littlejohn." Sinclair 
admitted knowing Littlejohn 
but added, 'So what.' 

Cro·ss examining Parker, 
Littlejohn said: 'Didn't Inspec
tor Sinclair say . to:. me and you 
·"You have been disowned"?' 

Parker: 'No;' 
Keith was.picklfd up in Tor

quay and the ' whole family 
plus Stockman- were remanded 
in Brixton 'on the bank robbery 
·charge. 

DISOWNED 
BY SPECIAL 
BRANCH 

To explain why the Little
johns were disowned it is 
necessary to . examine the 
complex network of intelli
gence agencies operating · in 
Britain. 

There are four organizations: 
MI6 - the counter-espionage 
outfit which .conducts Britain's 
offensive spying operations 
overseas and to which Kim 
Phil'by and George Blake 
belonged. 
MIS- the internal security 
.~ervice which k.eeps a colossal 

._.:;uJ;veillance .. ~-:ot1i . the left and 
t~e trade un.iOJ?S. and is fero
ClOusly anti-communist. 

II 
Special Branch--the· section of 
the police force which deals 
with political and industrial 
unrest and which has come 
into prominence in the Stoke 
Newington Eight case and the 
Saor Eire frame-up. 

Military intelligenc~a secret 
wing of the army which ·co
operates with all three services, 
but prefers to run its own in
telligence-.gathering operation. 

Each of these services 
accuses the other of crass 
stupidity and· ineptitude; the 
rivalries and jealousies reach. • 
alm<;>st childish proportions. 
Their paranoia about · each 
other's activities is so bizarre 
that not long ago a . group in 
MI6 was investigating a group 
in MIS ... and vice versa!. 

It is significant that although 
their controllers were Ml6 
men, if the Li'ttlejohns got into 
trouble they !"'.ere to phone a 
mere inspector at the much
derided Special Branch. · In 
other words, if there was a 
foul-up MI6 planned to make 
it look like another Special 
Branch botched job. · 

Evidence collected from a 
variety of sources in Dublin 
shows that the Littlejohns were 
'disowned' because a section · 
of the Irish police not unsym
pathetic to the Republican . 
cause decided to. put an end 
to the wholesale manipulation 
of 'law and order' by British 
imperialism. 

This group found themselves 
in an increasingly untenable 
position. Each day they . were 
being hammered in the Press 
for failing to, apprehend the 

' 

so-called 'IRA troublemakers' 
when they knew that the cul
prits were none other than 
British agents provocateur. 
Unwilling . to join the servile 
Fianna Fail government in a 
conspiracy against the Repub
licans, they decided to declare 
war on the men who had been 
given a licence to steal in Ire
land by British Intelligence. 

And once the warrants had· 
been ,issued, the arrestS made, 
the judici~l process could be 
manoeuvred but not halted. 

CHRISTINE 
IS MADE 
THE BAIT 

The first part of the cam
paign to make the Little}ohns 

· keep their mouths shut in- . 
volved ·Mrs Christine Little
john · who, we have noted, 
was originally arrested· and 
charged with robbery . . 

Asked at the trial why she 
had been taken into custody, 
Chief Inspector Parker said: 
'She was in possession of Irish 
money and the Beretta pistol 
and she was ·in fact married to 

· you.' 
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Littlejohn:· 'You arrested her 
because she was married to 
me?' 

Parker: 'We couldn't over
look the possibility of her 
being' involved.' 

Littlejohn then asked the 
witness if he was aware that 
there was a nine-month-old 
baby in the flat wh~n its 
mother was taken away and 
that Mrs Littlejohn was ·kept 
incommunicado at the police 
station until the following 
morning; that she was charged 
on a warrant issued in Dublin 
with conspiracy to rob and had 
spent . ten days in Holloway 
Prison before being granted 

Christine LiHiejohn 
• • . Made the bait. 
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bail and that four months Jater 
. she. had been released without 
a stain on her character? 

Parker replied that a police
woman had been left at the 
fiat with the c)lild. 

Littlejohn said his wife had 
been arrested primarily for the 
purpose of 'exerting pressure 
on me' and for 'political 
reasons'. ' 

At this point the trial judge, 
Mr Justice Finlay, interrupted 
to tell Littlejohn to 'confine 
yourself to the evidence t~at 
is relevant and the quest1on . 
of what was or what was not ' 
done by the Brhish authorities 
is not relevant'. 

It, is important to grasp that 
during their first three an_d a 
half weeks in Bi:'ixton pnson 
the· Littlejohns made no men
tion of their spymasters like 
Lord Carrington, Geoflrey 
Johnson-Smith and John 
Wyman, alias 'Douglas. Sm~the'. 
This is because the L!ttle)ohns 
were confident that, despite 
the uncharitable attit,ude _of 
Inspector Sinclair of Spec1al 
Branch, a deal could be 
hatched. Robert Stockman, . 
who was arrested with the 
brothers, confirms the follow
ing in an interview with the 
'Sunday Mirror' on August 12: 

'It was his [Kenneth Little
john's] birthday. We call~ 
back at my house and then 
went to a restaurant for dinner. 
After we came 'out I saw a 
Mini with a girl driver and 

this car stayed with u~ right 
b<K:k to my bouse. We were 
arrested a few minutes later. 
The girl in the Mini was with 
the police. After our arrest we 
were put in a police car 
together. Kenneth whispered 
that everything would be all 
right because he had a deal 
that he could not be sent to 
Ireland for anything criminal 
there--because' everything he 
did was for the Ministry of 
Defence. 

'He said it would be cleared 
up by a telephone call to a 
special secr~t number he had 
been given. He was absolutely 
confident. Anyway, Kenneth 
got a detective to call the 
number and he came back later 
and said that Kenneth had 
been disowned.' 

Littlejohn's first concern 
was his wife 'Christine and how 
to get her out of the case. 
Stockman recalls: 

'Kenneth decided he would 
call Lord Carrington and 
Geoffrey Johnson-Smith as 
witnesses. Kenneth's wife, 
Christine, had been arrested 
too. One morning, just before 
an appearance at Bow Street 
magistrate's court, Kenneth 
told me he had made a deal. 
He had agreed not to call 
Carrington and the Irish would 
not press their case against 
Christine. A few- minutes later 
he told me that it was an- . 
nounced in court that the Irish 
were no longer looking for. the 
extradition of Christine and 
that she was free.' 

CAPTURE 
OF THE 
CONTROLLER 

From the time of their arrest 
through December the Little
johns' lawyers opposed the 
extradition warrants on the 
grounds that the robbery was 
politically motivated. 

To the regular reporters at 
Bow Street magistrates' court 
it seemed like a straightforward 
.case of IRA men fighting extra
dition, the law being that no 
one who has committed a poli-
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tical offence or an offence of a 
political nature should be ex
tradited. - · · 

But the Littlejohns' argu-· 
ments dramatically altered on · 
December 20, when two men 
John Wyman and Patrick 
Criniaiou, were picked up and 
charged with stealing secrets. 

The following day, December 
21, the Littlejohns' lawyer, 
Peter Hughmau, wrote to Lord 
Carrington, saying that his 
clients had carried out the 
robbery while they had been 
British Intelligence agents. The 
balloon, as they say, had gone 
up! . 

Kenneth Littlejohn has re-
. cently identilled Wyman of 
Swan Walk, Chelsea, as the 
mysterious 'Douglas Smythe' 
his operational controller: 
Smythe was a top member of 
the counter-espionage organi• 
zation with special responsi-
bilities in Ireland. · 

It is; his network .which is 
accused of- the two bomb 
blasts in . Dublin on .December. 
1 which stampeded the amend
ments to the Offences Against 
the State Act-the 'Anti-IRA' 
Bill-through both houses of 
Parliament (the Oireachtas). 
The late sitting was -faced with 
a Fianna Fail-Labour Party re
volt which ·would have brought . 
down the Lynch government 
had the Act been successfully 
challenged. . . 

After news of . the blasts 
~~ich killed two busmen and 
InJured 73 others,· was flashed· 
to Parliament, the opposition 
collapsed and the amendments 
passed all stages; 
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. .There is scarcely a person . 
m the south who · doesn't be
lieve that British Intelligence 
was behind the bombings. 
Even ex-premier Jack Lynch 
bas been forced to come clean 
and admit suspicions of British 
involvement in the explosions. 
In an interview on August 11 
Lynch was asked if he thought 
the British had · a hand in it. 

'A . suspicion, yes,' he re
plied. 'But I have no evidence 
whatever to indicate that that 

was the case. The fact that 
nobody admitted responsibi
lity in this case caused a lot 
of conjecture.' 

·Following the Littlejohn re• 
velations ~my suspicions . are 
naturally aroused more.' A lot 
of people in Ireland believed 
that 'many of these unex
plained activities and actions 
could well be related to Bri
tish Intelligence or other 
activities of that ·nature.' . 

And who else better to 

know than Jack Lynch himself. 
Two days later, on August i3 
the Eire government Infor~ 

· mation Service issued docu
mentary evidence to prove 
that Lynch knew of the espio
nage activities of the Little
john~ on January 3 this year 
by vtrtue oi a top-secret state
ment from his ambassador :in' 
London. -
- Nell Blaney, a forme!" Dublin 
Minister, has no doubts about 
British involvement · in the 
Dublin blasts: 'The timing of 
the explosions the night of the 
big DaiJ· debate is now too 
much ·of a coincidence. The 
w~~le thing was part of a 
Bnttsh plot to discredit the 
IRA.' · -

Sean MacBride, chairman of 
Amnesty International ahd · a 
leading world jurist, said it 
was quite possible the unex
plained bomb blasts had bee~ 
engineered by.- ·British Intelli
gence. 'Many of us are worried 
at the lack of explanation of 
events here,' he said. 'Bombs 
in Du6lin and other activities 
might be directed from Bri
tain. The explosion at Liberty 
Hall-1 cannot conceive that 
anybody would want to des
troy Liberty Hall, but that it 
was engineered by the British. 
secret service to force the 
government to take action 
against the IRA.' . 
. ~.acBride spoke of ·the pos

stbthty that terrorist activities 
by the British secret service 
were. designed .tQ provoke civil 
war m the Republic 'to '.force 
a more sharp re·action than 
would oth~rwise h a v e 
occurred against the IRA'. 

_ANTI-IRA 
OBJECTIVE 
ACHIEVED 

The brothers have consis
tently stated that their activi
ties in Ireland were carried 
out with the full knowledge 
consent and direction Qf th~ 
British Ministry of Defence 
with the aim o( discrediting 
the IRA and to provoke a 
crackdown on Republican 
activities. 

A check .. or events at the 
end of 1972 lends considerable 
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weight to the conclusion that 
their story is co~rect and that 
the Tories' plan worked. On 
October 29, just over a fort· 
night after the Grafton Street 
raid, Justice Minister Desmond 
O'Malley announced he. would 
be drawing up a Bill to out
law Sinn Fein. There was de
lirious praise for him in the 
capitalist Press -in all three 
Tory governed capitals-Dub
lin, Belfast and London, Under 
the arfiendments which were 
rushed through Parliament to 
the orchestration of gelignite 
bombs, ' top IRA activists 
could be convicted solely on 
the evidence of Chief Super· 
intendent John Fleming; the 
head of the Irish Special 
Branch. · 

Under the A,ct all Fleming 
has to do is give evidence to 
the Special Criminal Court 
that he believes the accused 
to be a member of an illegal 
organization. _ 

So far his evidence has led 
to the imprisonment of Joe 
Cahill, Martin McGuinness, 
Rory O'Brady, the president 
of the Provisionals, and 
Eamonn MacTbomais, editor 
of the republican newspaper, 
'An Phoblacht', and, more 
recently, Seamus Twomey, a 
leading figure in the Belfast 
Provisionals. 

Mr John Lovatt-Dolan, the 
eminent Dublin barrister who 
appeared for Keith Littlejohn 
in the subsequent trial, com
mented acidly: 'It would seem · 
the bank robbery influenced 
to some extent the decision to 
introduce new legislation.' 
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Ml6 MAN 
PULLS OUT 
HIS LUGER 

Why did the arrest of John 
Wyman and Patrick Crinnion 
on December 21 so alarm the 
Littlejohns and provoke them 
into shopping Carrington, 
Geoffrey Johnson-Smith and 
Lady Pamela? · 

This can only be explained 
by one reconstruction of 
events. Having been arrested 
by Scotland Yard on warrants 
issued by Dublin CID-in it
self a considerable surprise
the Littlejohns were abruptly 
disowned by Sinclair of the 
Special Branch. 

(As evidence of how quickly 
the Littlejohns were put into 
the cold, it should be noted 
that only four hours before 
he was arrested Kenneth had 
a meeting with 'Oliver' under 
Nelson's Column in Trafalgar 
Square. The MI6 officer had 
with him an Ordnance Survey . 
map of South Down on which 
Kenneth markea the location 
of an IRA arms dump.) 

Their next line of defence 
was the much more influential 
figure in the Irish intelligence 

·operation-John Wyman. But 
when a cantankerous section 
of the Irish police arrested 
him, the Littlejohns had rapidly 
to move to a still higher 
authority-namely the Defence 

. Secretary and the Army Minis
ter-:-if they were - t-o-a¥oid a 
hefty jail sentence. 

Unti.J now there ·has been· a 
pathetic conspiracy to present 
Wyman and Crinnion as minor 
players in the espionage ring. 
Whe1,1 they first appeared in 
court the British and Irish 
Press reported that Wyman 
was 'a British private detec
tive' and Crinnion was 
described as 'a filing clerk' in 
the Phoenix Park police head
quarters. 

These descriptions are 
clearly ludicrous and 'untrue. 
When police. went to a room 
in the Burlington Hotel, Dub
lin, to arrest Wyman on 
charges of stealing state 
secrets he pulled a Luger 
automatic pistol and held the 
police at gunpoint. He was 
eventually. persuaded to give 
up when he was told that 
another officer was in the 
hotel corridor with a Thomp
son sub-machine gun · under 
his coat. 

Nor did Crinnion give up 
easily. He pulled a State
issued Walther automatic on 
his police colleagues when 
they tried to arrest him and 
his car had to be rammed by 
a Special Branch car before he· 
gave up. 

Are these the actions of 
amateurs and filing clerks? 

Wyman (we don't want to 
complicate things, but it's 
apparently not his real name!) 
is one of Ml6's top 'profes
sionals'. He had previously 
served in Africa and is even 
now alleged to be on 'sab
batical' on the beaches of 
Pretoria. His posting to Ire
land coincided with difficulties 
in obtaining reliable and up 
to date information from the 
Irish intelligence agencies. 

A new network had to be 
established . and an unofficial 
blessing to this was given by 
Lynch and his inner-Cabinet 
of reactionary confidants. The 
spy ring operated at all levels 
of the _three major parties
Fianna Fail, Fine Gael and the 
Labour-.. Party-and extended 
to the police force and the 
army. 

The' main aims of this well
financed operation were to get 
the.:...government to harden its 
attitude considerably towards 
the IRA and to penetrate the 
Republican movements to dis
cover the source of weapons, 
particularly the Czech-made 
rifles and rocket-launchers. 

The 'filing clerk' turns out 
to be the special assistant to 
the head of the Irish Special 
Branch Chief Superintendent 
John Fleming. 'Through his 
desk flowed priceless secrets 
including th~ minutes of meet
ings between Special Branch 
and the government as well 
as joint meetings with the 
military about the location 
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In happier times. British premier Heath. shares 
Irish premier, Jack Lynch. The BritiSh iufonned 
fohn afiair but Lynch says he '(orgot'. . . . -~ 

and movement of IRA 'ineni- carrying Jon~( pri~on sentences 
bers and their arms dumps. if they were convicted. In the 

His position in the Special event, the c.harge~ were re-
Branches' 'subversives squad' ~uced and, In n;ud-February, 
-C3-meant that he · had they w~re convicted on a 
complete access to every file minor charge an~ . sentenced 
that the Irish political police to three. months' )'aiL 
had on the Republican move- But they were released 
ment. immediately-and · surrepti-

Sergeant Crinnion is mar- tiously-because they had 
ried into the Lattimore family conveniently served three 
of Dublin, which is, in turn, months on remand. They flew 
connected with the British out of Dublin . together on 
army. Two Lattimores have March 13. By a strange 
served in the British occupa- coincidence they almost passed 
tion army in the north and in mid-flight a_ plane carrying 
one was decorated by tl)e ... Kenneth and Keith Little-
Tory governfnent last ,year. john who wei:~; arriving in 
Th~ original charges laid handcuffs and u~der guard to 

against the two men were stiff, face robbery charges: 
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THE LEGAL 
CONSPIRACY 
COMMENCES 

During one of his many 
court appearances over 
the past eight months, 
K e n n e t b Littlejohn 
earned a stinging rebuke 
from a judge when be de· 
clared: 'W i t b respect, 
Christ bad a fairer trial 
than you are giving me.' 

Although no sympathy can 
be attached to the . present 
predicament of the . Lit~lei~hn 
brothers-Kenneth IS servmg 
20 years and Keith 15 years--:
there is. no doubt that their 

extradition and trial have been 
part of an enormous . legal 
conspiracy between London 
and Dublin. 

The problem of both gov
ernments was how to stop the 
Littlejohns from going ahe~d 
with their plans' to call as Wit
ne.:~"'"· the Defence Secretary, 
Loru Carrington, the ex-Army 
Minister, Geoffrey Johnson
Smith, and the go-between in 
arranging the recruitment of 
the Littlejohns to the secr~t 
espionage, Lady Pamela On
slow. Such revelations would 
provoke full-scale g~vernment 
crises in both Westmmster ana 
Leinster House. · 

On January 3, governm~nt 
officials from ·both countnes 
met in London to prepare 'the 
carve up. It is clear that the 
British authorities agreed to 
allow the extradition, but only 
on condition that the brothers 
were tried for . bank robbery . 
and not political offences. 

The Tor'ies naturally .feared 
that a political trial of British · 
agents would provoke the 
widest publicity of their acti
vities leadin~ to catastrophic 
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consequences. Sir Norman . 
Skelhorn, the Director of 
Public Prosecutions, was de
spatched seeretly to Dublin 
early in January to get a sworn 
undertaking that the brothers 
would not be tried for political 
offences if extradited to 
Ireland. . 

The then - Irish Attorney
_Gener.al, Mr Colm . Condon, 
gave such an assurance to 
Skelhorn, though he later said 
these statements about him 
w_ere 'disreputable lies'. At the 
same time the Irish ambassador 
in. London informed premier 
Jack Lynch that the Littlejohns 
were British agents and had 
been conducting clandestine 
espionage activities against the 
IRA. 

<Tfiere is much evidence to 
show that Lynch in fact knew 
of_ their . mission way before 
thts date, but this is the earliest 
it can be pinned down with 
documentary proof. On August 
II Lynch denied any know
ledge of the Littlejohns; on 
August 13 the Cosgrave govern
ment produced documentary 
proof that he had known~ 
which forced Lynch to say that 
he had 'forgotten' about the 
top-secret brief; and on August 
14 he announced he may have 
to resign as leader of Fianna 
Fail. )" 

On January 4 the Ministry 
of Defence wrote to the Little
johns' lawyer, Peter Hughman 
admitting the meeting betwee~ 
Kenneth Littlejohn and the 
Tory Minister. On January IO ' 
a crowd of Pressmen gathered 
at Bow Street magistrates' 
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court to hear the extradition 
·proceedings which had taken 
a distinctly interesting turn. 
They were to be disappointed. 

Counsel for the Tory 
Attorney-General, Sir Peter 
Rawlinson, who had led the 
prosecution in the Aldershot 
bomb case, asked for · the case 
to be taken in camera. In 
other word~ the Press and the 
public were to be barred from 
court which was ostensibly 
hearing an Irish CID warrant 
for_ the extradition of two 
bank robbers. 

Why ·the .sudden secrecy? 
Surely a· bank robbery is not 
a matter of state secrecy? Yet 
counsel submitted that 'certain 
matters would be referred to 
that might imperil national 
security'. 

Something bigger than cops 
and robbers was clearly in
volved. The brothers' lawyer 
had just asked the court for 
summonses to bring five people 
to court-carrington, Johnson
Smith, Lady Pamela and two 
MI6 .operatives, 'Douglas 
Smythe ' (John Wyman) and the 

man known only as 'Oliver'. 
All five summonses were· sub~ 
sequently refuse~. BuF ~he 
Tory government s applicatiOn 
for secrecy was granted. 

On January 18 the ma-gistrate 
heard final submissions in 
secret and four days later he 
granted the extradition ord~rs 
--for reasons he gave in secret. 

The brothers immediately 
appealed to the _ Lord Chief 
Justice, Lord Widgery, ~ho 
had presided over the whtte-· 
wash of the Derry massacre 
only I 2 months before. . 

Again, at_ the request of Su 
Peter ·Rawlinson, the prc;>ceed
ings were in secret. Wtdgery 
found that the brothers were 
members of the IRA 'but be
cause evidence had been taken 
in dosed court, no further 
details could be given'. He also 
noted that: 'Kenneth _Little
john had apparently achieved 
some status with the IRA and 
was commander of a group, 
the size of which we ·do . not 
know.' 

The appeal was refused and 
on March 19 the Littlejohns 
were flown to Ireland to face 
trial. What happened behind 
the closed doors at the extra
dition proceedings may never 
be known. An indication of 
the fear gripping the Tory 
government can be gleaned 
from the fact that the Director 
of Public Prosecutions, Sir 
Norman Skelborn, called in all 
the papers, including those 
held by the Littlejohns' Lond<;m 
solicitors. He promptly marked 
them 'secret' and stuck them 
in his safe. 

'MY LICENCE 
TO ROB'
LITTLEJOHN 

In Dublin the brothers were 
not brought before the · 
ordinary civilian court. _ 

The authorities chose the 
Special Criminal Court which 
has been set up to t ry 
political offences. It has the 
decided advantage for the 
ruling-class that it doesn't have 
a jury. 
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On July 11, the opening day 
of the trial, Keuneth Littlejohn 
produced h i s sensational 
·defence. He said .that every
thing he had done in Ireland 
had been done with the full 
knowledge, consent and in
struction of the British Miriis
try of Defence. He said he 
wished to call 22 witnesses 
who would prove 'beyond a 
shadow of doubt' that the 
robbery was politically moti
vated and 'committed purely 
to bring about legislation in . 
this country against subversive 
movements'. 

It was . impassioned stuff. 
Littlejohn· went on: 'I have 
been in prison now for nine 
months. I am sick of this. I 
have been trying to get a hear
ing ever since . I have been in 
custody. 

'I agree the charge of armed 
robbery is not political, but 
the offence itself is political. 
All my, actions in Ireland have 
been ·governed by the Official 
Secrets Act of England. I was · 
employed by the British Minis- . 
try of Defence up to my arrest 
on October 19. 

'My .last instructions were· 
taken four hours before Inspec
tor Parker arrested me.' 

Mr Justice Finlay had other 
ideas about the conduct 'of the 
trial. He swiftly disposed of 
Littlejohn's attempt to call · 
witnesses to prove the political 
motivation for the Grafton 
Street robbery. The only issue 
in the trial, the judge said, was 
whether or not he (Kenneth 
Littlejohn) had. taken ·part in 
the bank raid. The only 
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. evidence he could . call, there
fore, would be · witnesses who 
would tend to disprove that he 
had taken piut. No other wit
nesses were relevant and they 
could not be called as evidence 
for the defence. 

Mr John Lovatt-Dolan, bar
rister for Keith Littlejohn, had 
no luck either. He repeatedly 
protested that the -court had 
no right to try them. It was 
wrong in law riot to admit 
evidence which would show the 
political . nature of the trial, he 
said. The law was that no one 
who had committed a political 
offence should .be extradited. 

The allegation had been 
made by' both accused that 
whatever was done in Ireland 
was carried out on the instruc
tions of certain Departments 
of State for · certain political 
motives. 

·The purpose. behind this-, 
said counsel, was to 'cast 
public dissatisfaction against 
c~rtain illegal organizations in. 
this counl:ry so that legislation 
'which .was then before Parlia
ment could be for:ced through'. 

Only once hi the trial did 
the Littlejohns' Intelligence 
role surface. Denis Murnaghan, 
Kenneth Littlejohn's Dublin 

.solicitor, was asked: 'Were you 
aware of any associations with 
any government body that I 
ma.y have had either this side 
of the water or in Britain r 

Murnaghan replied that the 
. only time it occurred to him 
was when he was· acting for 
Kenneth in a driving matter. 
'He seemed ·worried thaL he 
might be incarcerated and he 

LORD CHIEF JUSTICE 
WIDGERY 

asked me to . ring a teleph~ne 
number if he did not get batl.' 

Kenneth asked him if he 
was awart: that the telephone 
number was that of the British 
Ministry of Defence. But t~e 
judge intervened to halt th1s 
'irrelevant' line of cross-
examination. . 

The Littlejohns were con
victed and Mr Justice Finlay 
·gave them ·20 and 15 years. As 
they left the court Kenneth 
declared: 'Ask Carrington what 
he thinks of that one,' ·and 
Keith, the moi:Je i'eticent of the 
two said cryptically; !Thank 
you England.' · 

A QUESTION 
MARK OYER 
ALDERS HOT 

savage 
- which are higher than 
those handed out to the 
Great Train Robbers because 
of Ireland's antiquated parole 
system-the br~thers have 

.. been wagipg a ·w-ar of ner.v.~s 
·with both d~~ . British ·and 
Irish governments. 
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On August 8 Mr Lovatt
Dolan gave a Press conference 
outside Mountjoy prison after 
a lengthy visit with his clients. 
He said that Kenneth bad 
asked hin• to relay some mess
ages to the Press. They were 
explosive. 

First of all, Kenneth stated 
that the Army Minister, 
Geoffrey Johnson-Smith, tele
phoned him after the Alder
shot bombing which killed 
six civilians and an army padre 
to 'thank him for the job he 
was doing in Ireland'. What 
was Littlejohn hinting at? 
Tory government involvement 
in Aldershot, an explosion 
which allowed Scotland Yard 
and the Special Brancp to 
commence a more elaborate 
arming and crackdown on 
working-class movements in 
Britain 1 

The link between the Little
johns and Aldershot was con
firmed on August 12 with a 
statement from the London
based Prisoners' Aid Commit
tee, set up to assist in the 
defence of the Aldershot 
accused. 

The PAC called for the un
conditional release of Noel 
Jenkinson, who is serving 30 
years in Leicester prison for 
his alleged part in the bomb
ing, and addressed a pointed 
series of questions to the Tory 
g_overnment. 

e Is Inspector (Cameron) Sin
clair who found the receipt in 
Noel's ftat-'a receipt which 
the defence alleged was 
planted- the same Sinclair 
named as a contact man in the 
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Special Branch by Kenneth 
Littlejohn? 
e Where was Kenneth Little
john on February 21, 1972, the 
day when the car used in the 
Aldershot bombing was hired; 
if, the day after Aldershot, 
Geoffrey Johnson-Smith rang 
him to congratulate him on his 
good work? Was he, by any 
chance, in the Nag's Head, 
Holloway Road, under the 
name of Joe? 
e Is it a coincidence that the 
Littlejohns lived only a few 
miles from County Meath
from where the explosives 
found in Noe_l's garage came? 
e Why was Noel refused leave 
to appeal agaifist his 30-year 
sentence? 
e Why has Noel's London 
solicitor so far been unable 
to supply him with the trial 
papers necessary for him to 
take his case to Strasbourg7 

If British Intelligence was 
in any way connected with 
Aldershot, this would be the 
most serious revelation yet to 
come out of the Littlejohn 
scandal. And why shouldn't 
the Tories be implicated: a 
government that sets off bombs 
in Dublin to provoke· the pass
age of anti-IRA legislation in 
another country-and, in the 
process, kill two innocent 
bystanders- would not hold 
back from committing acts of 
terrorism in this country if it 
was thought to be expeditious. 

'Time Out', the London 
magazine that has kept con
tact with the Littlejohns while 
they were in remand in Brixton 
iail since early this year, then 

produced another dimensi~n 
to the conspiratorial mission of 
the Littlejohns. 

Kenneth told David May of 
'Time Out' that his govern
ment spymasters provided him 
with a 'death list' of Repub
lican leaders to be assassinated. 
May wrote on August 10: 
'Kenneth alleges that "Doug
las", in London before and ~fter 
Operation Motorman, prov1ded 
him with a death list of pro
minent IRA men, Provisional 
and Official, whom he was to 
assassinate. 

'One of my main functions 
was to assassinat€ a man called 
Shamus (sic) Costello who was 
the effective No. 1 of the 
Officials, and who had been 
trained ·in Moscow. I was also 
to assassinate another high up 
member of the Officials, Sean 
Patrick Garland, who I believe 
was trained in Cuba. 

'I was also to assassmare 
MacStiofain (then ch~ef-of-staff 
of the Provisional IRA) in the 
summer of 1972, just after 
Operation Motorman. Keith 
and I waited in a car outside 
MacStiofain's house, . which is 
at 32 Blackcastle, Navan, 
County Westmeath- but we 
never saw him. The instruc
tions we were .given were that 
MacStiofain's body was to be 
blown up so that it was com
pletely unrecognizable. We 
should also take his car to 
Dublin Airport and thereafter 
money would be sent from 
Canada to his family so that it 
would appear that he had 
absconded with IRA funds. 
They would also spread rum-

ours to this effect, which they 
had previously attempted to 
do.' 

How much of this allegation 
can be accepted as fact? It can 
only be recalled that at his 
first meeting with Geoffrey 
Johnson-Smith when he was 
hired for British Intelligence, 
Kenneth revealed that Stor
mont junior Minister, John 
Taylor, was facing assassina
tion attempt from Official IRA. 

He named Joe McCann, a 
Belfast commander of the 
Officials, as leader of the 
assassination attempt. Taylor 
subsequently survived a hail 
of bullets while McCann was 
gunned down by a special 
squad of the Parachute Regi
ment in Belfast in the spring 
of 1972. It was widely believed 
he was ambushed. 

It must also be noted that 
although the Littlejohns car
ried out no known att~cks on 
IRA leaders, attempts on their 
lives occurred in March 1972. 
Parcel bombs were sent to the 
homes of MacStiofain, Thomas 
MacGiolla,. p~esident of Offici~! 
Sinn Fein, Rory O'Brady, presl
sident of Provisional Sinn Fein, 
and prominent republican, 
Catha! Goulding. 

The parcel bomb sent to 
Goulding was postmarked in 
Dunleer, County Louth, not 
far from the Littlejohns' head
quarters at 'Smuggler's Cot
tage', Clogherhead. The Little
johns' statement to 'Time Out' 
also admitted a number of 
lawbreaking activities conduc
ted on behalf of Intelligence: 
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e The petrol-bombing of police 
stations in Louth and Castle
bellingham following riots in 
Dundalk in September 1972. 
• A robbery in Dungannon on 
the same pattern as established 
in Newry and used sub
sequently at the Allied Irish 
Bank in Dublin. 
e The infiltration of the Official 
IRA to prominent positions in 
a 'Special Forces Group'. (The 
Officials have since stated that 
the Littlejohns were always , 
treated with the utmost sus
picion and never 'penetrated' 
their organization.) 

THE FACTS 
ARE 
PROVEN. 

Every substantial fact in the 
Littlejohn scandal has been 
confirmed and there are 
strong indications there is 
more to come. 

These facts are unassailable: 
e Defence Secretary, Lord 
Carrington, . authorized his 
Army Minister, Geoffrey John
son-Smith, to hold a secret 
meeting at the Kensington 
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residence of Lady Pamela 
Onslow with Kenneth Little
john who was then wanted by 
the police for his alleged part 
in a £38,000 wages snatch. 
e From this meeting Kenneth 
Littlejohn and his brotlier, 
Keith, a convicted thief, were 
hired by Ml6 and given 'a 
licence to steal'. The elder 
Littlejohn was given an am
nesty over the Smethwick 
wages ·robbery. 

e The brothers were given an 
operational controller named 
'Douglas Smythe' and encour
aged to carry out robberies, 
fire-bombings and other acts 
of 'provocation to· discredit the 
IRA and create the conditions 
for a massive legislative crack
down on the Republican move
ment. 

e The Dublin bombing on the 
night of December 1 when 
amendments to the Offences 
Against the State Act were 
before the Dail (P~rliament) 
was carried out by British 
Intelligence. In other words, 
repressive legislation was stam
peded througQ another coun
try's parliamen,twy institutions 
by the terror~ activities of 
the Tory gover-Dillent. 
e Heath kept Labour leader 
Harold Wilson informed of 
every stage of the Littlejohn 
affair and Jack Lynch, the 
former Irbh . preinier, was 
also fully acquainted with the 
position. His subsequent·denials 
have been laughable-'1 forgot' 
-and forced him to the brink 
of resignation as leader of 
Fianna Fail. 

THE 
·KITSON IAN 
CONNECTION 

ne instrument of the sinis
ter attack on the basic demo
cratic ripts of the British 
and Irish workin& class is the 
Tory 1ovemment's intelli· 
&eac:e •1eacy, Ml6. 

This organization is a com
plete law unto itself. No· par· 
liamatary control is ~xerci~d 
over its activities, not even tts 

fabulous budget is made 
public. Yet, as the Li ttlejoh_n 
affair proves beyond doubt, tt 
has the most far-reaching 
powers to interfere with or~i
nary police procedure to enhst 
criminals for spying and steal
ing. It can even invite them to 
carry out assassinations. 

In practice the Ml6 'lice_nce 
to kill' means the followmg: 
a man or woman can be placed 
on the ruling class's death
list and murdered in cold 
blood. The victim doesn't get 
a chance to appear before a 
judge and jury, he is simply 
eliminated. This was the fate 
of Joe McCann, a leading 
member of the Officials in the 
Markets area of Belfast, and 
countless others. 

And if this has been their 
cl:mdestine role in the South, 
what have they been up to in 
army-occupied Ulster . where 
the military has estabhshed a 
regime of terror, torture and 
murder? Many of the bomb 
explosions and unexplained 
assassinations must now be 
examined in a completely new 
light. Were these also part of 
the Tory government's Kit
sonian ·pian to subvert and 
divide the opponents of Bri
tish imperialism? 

The military clique which 
flourishes so obviously at the 
centre of the Heath govern
ment has a burning hatred of 
the trade unions and the wor· 
king class. These people 'fear 
the historical development of 
the working class towards t;he 
ownership and control of tn
dustry and the national wealth 
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and they will do anthing to 
thwart it. 

No one is safe from the 
spying, snooping, wire-tapping, 
mail-opening, the infiltrating 
and the framing carried out 
by this gang of fanatical anti
communists and militarists. 
They must be fearlessly ex
posed so the working class 
has no illusions about the 
character of the coming 
struggles. 
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Do the Labour Party leaders 
participate in the unmasking 
of these foul reactionaries? 
No they don't. Labour leader 
Harold Wilson and his yes
men are doing everything to 
h~lp .the Tories hush up the 
LittleJohn scandal-just as 
they did with Lambton
Jellicoe. 

But let i't not be forgotten 
that the Labour leaders 4Who 
let the government get away 

with this extra-parliamentary 
terrorist activity open the 
door for dictatorship. Remem
ber Germany! 

While Wilson covers up, the 
TUC leaders scurry backwards 
and forwards to 10 Downing 
Street to collaborate on eco
nomic policies destined to 
crush the standard of living 
of the working class. The same 
government that cuts wages 
and prices food out of the 
reach of millions of working
class families, has a death Jist 
of Republicans and bombs 
Liberty Hall, headquarters of 
the Irish Transport and Gene
ral Workers' Union. 

The Littlejohn affair em
bodies all the hallmarks of 
incipient dictatorship. It re
veals precisely the kind of 
military-police dictatorship 
which the Tories are preparing 
against the working clas~ !n 
Britain. Ireland today, Bntam 
tomorrow. 

We recall again the words 
of Brigadier Frank Kitson, the 
head of the Infantry Training 
School at Warminster, who is 
Heath's 'expert' when it comes 
to dealing with the masses. 

'If a genuine and serious 
grievance arose such as might 
result from a significant drop 
in the standard of living, all 
those who now dissipate their 
protest over a wide variety C?f 
causes might concentrate theu 
efforts and produce a situation 
which was beyond the power 
of the police to handle. Should 
this happen, the army would. 
be required to restore the 
position rapidly.' 

How appropriate Kitson's 
scenario is today in Britain! 
Tory-fuelled inflation plus the 
soaring cost of living and the 
state control over wages is 
causing the wholesale pau
perization of millions of 
working-class families. 

Ordinary wage-earners have 
had to economize on food and 
clothing, soon they will be 
forced to stop eating some 
meals altogether. Bread and 
meat will become IUXU1'ies. 

When the working class 
moves into action to stop the 
attack on their standard of 
Jiving won't it be Kitson and 
his military units who will 
move in 'to restore the posi
tion rapidly'? And won't they 
use assassins, agents provoca
teur, torture and internment 
here? 

What is at stake is the very 
survival of the British work
ing-class movement. It is this 
that makes the treacheries of 
Wilson and the trade union 
leaders so monstrous. The La
bour and trade union move
ment must renew their calls to 
force these reformists to end 
their collaboration with this 
government of . conspirators. 

Unity must be forge~ be
tween British and Irish wor
kers to demand the complete 
withdrawal of all British 
troops from the north. The 
destiny of Ireland lies in the 
hands of the Irish working 
class-not with the hired kil
lers of the Special Air Services 
(SAS) and the network of 
bank robbers and agents ~ 
vocateur. 
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The defence of the basic 
democratic rights of the wor
king class in Ireland and Bri
tain calls for an all-out fight 
to bring down the Tory gov
ernment. In its place must be 
elected a Labour government 
pledged to socialist policies, 
including withdrawal of all 
troops, withdrawal from 
NATO, the disbandment of 
the st!lnding army and allied 
services, the dismantling of 
the secret spy agencies-MI6, 
MIS and Special Branch
and their replacement by a 
people's militia dedicated to 
the defence of the rights of 
the whole working class. 

Only a fight for these social
ist policies alongside the de
mand for the nationalization 
of all basic industries under 
workers' control and without 
compensation can expose the 
reformists and bring about the 
..:onditions for the working 
class, under revolutionary 
leadership, to go forward and 
take state power. 

It is against this momen
tous political and. economic 
background that the Socialist 
Labour League is engaged in 
the historic task of transform
ing itself into the Revolu
tionary Party. 
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Everyone concerned about 
the defence of their standard 
of living and of the defence 
of the basic democratic rights 
of the working class is urged 
to take note that the Little
john revelations mark the new 
stage in the class struggle in 
Britain and Ireland. 

This wretched Tory govern
ment will go to any lengths 
to perpetuate its socially and 
politically bankrupt system. 
Britain is one of the weakest 
links in the 'global Weimar' 
which is gripping world capi
talism. 

To resolve its economic 
crisis the ruling class must 
attempt to drive down the 
standard of living of the wor
king class to the starvation 
conditions. 

For the working class there 
is only one solution to the 
dangers and problems that 
face them-a revolutionary 
one. That is why we urge all 
our supporters and readers to 
join us in the construction of 
the revolutionary party to 
lead the working class to 
_2ower. 
e Join the Socialist Labour 
League. 
e Build the revolutionary
party. 

APPENDIX 

FLEET ST 
KEEPS ITS 
TRAP SHUT 

August 15 
television programme 
prior to Nixon's lame 
reply to Water~ate, so~e 
A m e r i c a n JOUrnalists 
were discussing the role 
of the Press. 

The young men from . ~he 
BBC asked them if the Bntlsh 
Press would have handled 
Watergate the same way as the 
American Press. 'No,' they re
plied in a chorus. 'No way.' 

Not that the American Pre~ 
· can claim any special cred1t 

for 'exposing' Watergate. The 
story was kick~ng around 
Washington for SIX or ~even 
months before the propneto~s 
agreed to get going early th1s 
year. . 

Nevertheless, there IS some 
merit in what the Americans 
had to say about Fleet Street. 
It is the most servile !Do~th
piece of nritish ~PI~ahsm. 
And didn't it show 1D the 
Littlejohn case? 

Here is a ready-made story 
of immense poljtical impor
tance: the Heath governme~t 
is directly involved in r7cru1~
ing criminals to its top mtelh
gence agency and giving them 
immunity to operat~ lawles.sly 
in Ireland, a ne1ghbounng 
country. 

But apart from one or two 
revelatory flashes, the story 
has been bottled up-for the 
time being-and diverted to 
Dublin as if the affair was all 
to do with a wrangle between 
Lynch and Liam Cosgrave. 

The reason for Fleet Street~s 
ginger handling of the story IS 
the great bogey called 'secu-

35 



rity'. It is an unwritten bour
geois law that 'thou shalt not 
write anything about Maurice 
Oldfield, the head of MI6, his 
predecessor Sir John Rennie 
and his predecessor Sir Dick 
White, etc, etc'. 

This, so the argument goes, 
is in the interests of 'demo
cracy'. If you write about these 
people you inhibit their selfless 
task of defending freedom. 

This is bourgeois double
talk. The real reason there is 
such cast-iron censorship on 
security is to give these face
Jess agencies the maximum 
freedom to operate against the 
trade unions, working-class 
organizations and the left in 
general. 

Let us take one simple les
son from the Littlejohn scan
dal. The· uniformed police, the 
crowd from Scotland Yard, are 
formally aga,inst stealing. They 
have special squads to go · 
around hunting bank robbers 
and thieves. 

At the same time, MI6 goes 
around recruiting such people 
for top-secret missjons. Ken
neth was on the run for a 
£38,000 wages snatch at the 
time he presented himself in 
Lady Pamela's drawing room 
to meet Geoffrey Johnson
Smith, the then Army Min
ister. 

And from the unchallenged 
evidence of the Littlejohns, 
their relatives and lawyers we 
have the information that 
from this meeting they were 
hired, given a licence to steal 
and despatched to Ireland. 

This reveals a curious divi
sion of labour in the ruling 
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class's ' law-and-order' net
work: one section is hunting 
robbers while another is hiring 
them to encourage them to 
continue their highly specialist 
work in the interests of 
'democracy'. 

But when faced with look
ing into these questions, the 
privately-owned British Press 
maintains a studied indiffer
ence. 'The Times' issued a 
warning to its readers- and 
reporters-that it was best not 
to have a judicial inquiry or 
an investigation into the case 
because it might jeopardize 
intelligence operations still 
going on. 

In other words, there are 
other Littlejohns still in the 
field who might be embar
rassed or inhibited by a dis
closure of the facts. Such is 
the 'high-minded morality' of 
the snobs from Printing House 
Square. 

Imagine, for a moment, if 
the Littlejohns were agents of 
the IRA. They slip into the 
City of London and carry out 
the biggest ever bank raid by 
kidnapping the manager of the 
National Westminster Bank 
and his family and hold them 
at gunpoint. 

Would 'The Times', the 
'Daily Telegraph', the 'Guard
ian' and the rest of them have 
reacted in the same docile 
way? Or would they have 
launched the most hysterical 
attack on the thieves, the IRA 
and the working class who are 
fighting British imperialism? 

The regime of internment, 
torture and murder which the 
Tories have created in the 

BY A SI'EaAL CORIIUPOIIIIPIT 

VI AVE of bomblnp io O..blio marks ooo of the lligtsl polirlcal 
· siJICc the Reich5111 , .... Withio 60 mlnota ollhc Mmll 

Fridoy 1111~1 the opposition wlolch 

Ulster. 

north flows directly from a 
conspiracy involving the capi~ 
talist Press, the judiciary, the 
military and the Labour Party. 

After Bloody Sunday in 
which 13 unarmed, innocent 
citizens were shot down in 
cold blood, the Press main
tained a cynical silence. 

Workers Press was the first 
and only daily newspaper 
directly to accuse the Tory 

government ot d1rectmg the 
mass assassinations and we 
were subsequently proved 
correct. 

Again, after the D u b I i n 
.bomb blasts on December 1 
which killed two busworkers, 
we were the first and only 
newspaper to implicate the 
Tories. We were subsequently 
proved correct. 

On both these occasions, 
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our lead a r t i c I e s directed 
against the Tories were de
rided by the liberals who 
stumble from day to day not 
understanding the depths of 
the economic crisis nor the 
vicious character of the ruling 
class. 

These people live on im
pressions and wishful thinking. 
They won't accept the nature 
of the epoch as one of wars 
and revolution in which the 
working class is heading for 
an inevitable confrontation 

with the British ruling class. 
In the preparations for that 

struggle and in the building of 
the Revolutionary Party to 
lead the working class to 
power, Workers Press will play 
a crucial role. 

That is why we call on sym
pathizers and supporters to 
read and discuss what they 
see in Workers Press; to help 
with its finances in any way 
possible; and to encouragt: 
others to join our list of sub
scribers. 

The Littlejohn mvestigation was first published in Workers Press 
on August 15, 16 and 17, 1973; and the Appendix appeared as 
a Tory Press Column on A ugust 20, 1973. 
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