
REMEMBER MANJIT KAUR 
A tribute byShirley Joshi 

Manjit Kaur was born in Barapind 
ln 1938 in a village in the Jullundur 
jistrict ·of Punjab. She attended 
)rimary school for a few years and 
later married Avtar Jouhl before coming 
to England in 1960. On a visit to India 
ln 1981 she tragically -died ofi a heart 
~ttack at the age of 43 in the same 
dllage in which she was horn. 

Manji t Kaur was a remarKable womaro. 
~s well as being a wife and mother 
;he was an act:Lwe worker in the Indian 
~orkers Association, an industrial 
~orker and a trade unionist. 

In the early 1960's, after coming 
to Britain, she immediately recognised 
the importance of the work being done 
by the Indian Workers Association(Great 
Britain) and supported that work not 
only by encouraging and assisting in 
the work d,one in the organisation by 
her husband Avtar Jouhl but also by 
direct participation in meetings and 
demonstrations and above all by famili
ar1s1ng Indian women with the work 
of the Indian WOrkers Association and 
winning their support for it. That 
work was of crucial importance for 
not only did it mean that there was 
a growing number of Indian women who 
felt they had an ally in their fight 
against racial discrimination and in 
turn were prepared to support the IWP 
in their work but it also meant that 
the second generation of the Indians 
in this country were being brought 
up to recognise the importance of the 
fight against racial oppression and 
in particular the role that the Indian 
Workers Association was playing in 
this struggle. 

Manjit Kaur was present on many 
of the early demonstrations against 
immigration controls in the 1960's 
together with the many women that she 
had mobilised. She played a vital role 
in encouraging women to use their vote 
in the 1964 general election in Smeth
wick when Peter Griffiths campaigned 
on an overtly racialist platform. The 
victory of Peter Griffiths in Smethwick 
and the growing strength of overtly 
racialist organisations meant that 
Smethwick became a symbol ·of the fight 
against racialism throughout the 
world. Manj it Kaur never allowed her
self to be intimidated by threats of 
racialists against her husband and 
family and always insisted that no 
matter what the personal costs and 
strains that the work should continue. 

Right through the late 1960's and 
the emergence of the Black Peoples 
Alliance and into the 1970's, Manjit 
continued to play a role in the mobil
isation of women in the campaigns, 
demonstrations and meetings against 
the growth of institutionalised racial
ism and the growing racial violence 
which the black people in Britain were 
experiencing. The last two demonstra
tions which Manjit Kaur participated 
in were in April of this year to pro
test against the Nationality Bill and 
the demonstration in Coventry in June 
to protest at the killing of an Indian 
student. Before the April demonstration 
Manj it Kaur not only canvassed support 
for the demonstration b·tt took the 
initiative to collect -,ney in her 

factory in order to prepare food for 
people travelling to London on what 
was to be the biggest contingent of 
the·· largest black peoples demonstration 
ever held in this country. 

Manj it Kaur never forgot her roots 
in India and played a full part in 
the fight to support the struggle of 
the workers and peasants in India for 
their rights. She was on the 1965 
demonstrations to protest at violation 
of civil rights in India and later 
supported the Alliance Against Fascist 
9ictatorship icy India in the mid 1970's 
when the Indian ruling class led by 
Indira Gandhi made a massive attack 
on the workers and peasants there. 

Manjit Kaur respected and kept alive 
in her own family the customs and pro
gressive aspects of her culture. Recog
nising the very important role of lang
uage in keeping an oppressed peoples 
culture alive she insisted that Punjabi 
was spoken in the home and that her 
children learnt their own language. 
But Manj it Kaur who was a worker and 
trade unionist also recognised the 
importance of playing a part in the 
wider working class movement. She 
therefore ensured that the children 
not only respected and valued their 
Indian cultural heritage but were fully 
prepared for playing their role in 
the struggle of the wider working class 
movement in Britain. 

Avtar Jouhl and his children have 
lost a beloved wife and mother. The 
Indian Workers Association have lost 
a valued and hard working member. We 
have all lost a greatly respected 
comrade and friend. Her life and work 
were an inspiration and example to 
us all. Therefore the tribute we · in 
the Indian Workers Association pay 
to Manjit Kaur is to continue the 
struggle in which she played such a 
valued part. 
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EETING 
Over 150 people attended a meeting organised 

by the Biroingha1 branch of the Indian Workers 1 

Association GB (IWA) in' oeoory of Manjit Kaur, 
wife of Avtar Jouh l - General Secretary of the 
IWA. 

Speakers included Teja Sahota, President IWA, 
representatives of the various branches, Shirley 
Joshi, Joshi •e11orial committee and a represen

tative of the Revolutionary Conunist League. 

Teja spoke first and expressed his sorrow 

at the loss, and extended his condolences to 
the faoily. He quoted Mao -'wooen hold up half 
the heaven 1 , and pointed out that the IWA 1 s 
retard on aobilising wo11en is weak. Manjit 
was one of the few people who did work aoongst 
Indian wooen, thus her . loss i~ doubly felt. 

Avtar spoke at the end: 

11 Death causes pain and suffering. In the 
last two or three years we have lost co•rades 
like: Meher Singh Rai, Jag1ohan Joshi, Dev Sa
hota, A.D. Kataria, Maurice Lud1er and now Manjit 
Kaur. ~hilst the death of co1rades causes set
backs, if it is a genuine people's •ove•ent 
these setbacks can be overco1e. ~e can 1ake 
up for the loss with 1ore deter1ination and 
work • 11 

He went 

4anjit. 
on to add one or two things about 

He described how bold and steadfast 
she was and that this ca1e fro1 an understanding 
of Marxis1-Leniniso• Mao Zedong Thought. She 
understood the widttr co1111itment which even exten
ded beyond her own faoily. When her son was 
injured in an anti-racist den10nstration in 1976, 
she re11ained in the de1onstration saying that 
other co1rades had gone with hio. Other wooen 
were urging her to go to the hospital. She 
was not unconcerned, but felt it 111ore correct 

to stay. She always oaintained that it was 
correct to take the children to de111onstrations, 

saying that we should give an exaople to others. 
She felt that the children should' know where 

they ca11e fro lA and not forget their cultural 

roots, and ensured that they had the opportunity 
to visit India. When relations co111ented that 

the Indian authorities and police so1eti111es 
harrassed people from England, saying they are 
Naxalites, s'"'e said that there are hundreds 
of thousands of people already in prison so 

why should I be concerned about oyself • 

Avtar concluded by saying that the best way 
to follow her exaMple is to give more tile to 
the struggle. 
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