
FREE mE BRADFORD 12 
11 Astan youths c11a,..ec1 wtth Coftsptl.cy ._ life 

1......-nt for fllhtlnl Radsm. 

* Asians are 0 times more likel and 
Afro-Caribbeans 3 times more likely to be 
attacked than whites. 

* Every day 20 racist attacks are reported. 

Home Office study of Racial Attacks 

SELF 
lOp 

DEFENCE 
IS NO 
OFFENCE 
The day a black 
community rose up 

' 

Our mothers and fathers, sisters and brothers 
are attacked and murdered in the stree,s. The 

police do nothing. Our homes and places of worship 
are burned to the ground. Nobody is arrested. 
Families are burned to death. The murderers and 
fire bombers speak openly of their organised 
violence against our communities. They are not 
charged with conspiracy. The politicians and 
police have failed us . Our youth are our only 
protection. These young men defended Anwar Ditta, 
Jaswinder Kaur and many others. Now they have 
been taken from us. We must not fail them. We 
must fight to bring them back. They have defended 
our community. We must ~w defend them., 

July 11 Action Committee Defence 

Statement . 

Only days after the dawn raids that led to 
the arrest of the 12, BOO people, mainly Asian, 
including community leaders, shopkeepers and 
religious elders, enthusiastically pledged 
their unqualified support for the youth of 
their community. 
A community that had grown accustomed to the 
inability, even refusal, of the forces of 
'law and order' to afford it protection in 
the face of growing incidents of stabbings, 
fractured skulls, fire bombings and arson. 

A community that had come to understand through 
the ever-tightening grip of deportations and 
passport checks, . that the masters of the police 
shared with the fascist boot-boys, a common 
notion that the unrestricted presence of black 
people in Britain is a problem. 

When on 11th July , reports were received of 
coachloads of 300 fascist skinheads about to 
attack blac·k people in their hGmes, there 
was no questioning the need for the community 
to mobilise for its own survival. The climate 
of racist terror was heightened when police 
ordered Ghops and market stalls to close down, 
and uhutters began to be put up. 
Hundreds of people , black and white came on 
to the ntreets to meet the threat. People 
remembered Southall the week before, when 
coachl'!P. of skinheads had rampaged through the 

See over/ ••• 



community, insulting and attacking families and shops. 
Police had stood by, Reinforcements had taken 3 or 4 
hours to arrive, and came only when hundreds of local 
youth had assembled to physically take on the aggressors, 
The skinheads were driven out, and every community that had 
ever shared the grisly experience of racist terror, joined 
in the triumph of a people that had risen up successfully 
in its own defence. 
But, in Bradford, when no skinhead invasion came, there 
were little more than minor disturbances and no 'petrol 
bombs' were used, 
In contrast, the viciousness and severity of the charges 
against the 12 have astonished local people& the -prosecu
tion will say that the 12 conspired to cause explosions, 
to blow up buildings in the city centre, including the 
police station, to stir up a •copy cat riot• in Bradford. 

Community 

This fantasy of accusation serves only to reinforce local 
fears that the 12 are being made scapegoats. The state's 
need for a stage-managed conspiracy trial can only be 
understood in the context of the July upr±tings of 1981 , 
The speed with which the sparks of Brixton, spread into 
the flames of Southall, Moss Side and Toxteth and then 
further into the possibility of generalised wild-fire 
rebellion shook the authorities to the core, 
The desire of the police and the media to lay the blame 
on 'copy cat hooliganism• and •extremists' and 'political 
agitation', is clear, In this sense, the •show trial' of 
the Bradford 12 stands side by side with the use of para
military tactics and CS gas as a public demonstration of 
the determination of the state to crush the growing spirit 
of defiance inside the black community, and in sections of 
the working class. 

' Police officer-s must be pre.judiced c>nd discrim-
i na t ory t o do their .job •• , to search long

haired youths in bedraggled clothing ••• and West 
·Indian youths wearing tea cosy hats and loitering in 
city centres, ••• The police are expected to act 
against those people, who , by their conduct, mode 
of life dress associates and trans ort are 
most likely to be criminals , 
Detective Superintendant Holland, who led the 
Bradford 12 investigation, 

There is a further reason why the weekend of July 10/11th 
is of special national significance. It is now well-known 
that this weekend saw remarkably similar rumours of skin
head attacks in communities as far apart as Southall, 
Hounslow, Camden, Woolwich, Kilburn, Luton and Handsworth 
and gave rise to similar mobilisations of community self-
defence. Viciousness 

There is al so evidence that in some areas these 'rumours' 
were further fanned by police, Whether the 'rumours of 
July 11th were because of mistaken police tactics or were 
part of a police strategy to pre-empt and control further 
riots is unlikely to come to light. 
But of one thing we are certain, The black community -will 
not allow our brothers to be framed in a show trial. 
We stand full square behind the action taken by our youth 
in defence -of our community. For us, self defence is no 
offence ••••• it is survival. 

Storm ove 
The trial of the Bradford 12 is a crucial 
trial for the British state. 
It's -a crucial trial, But it's far from a 
fair trial, 
The Bradford 12 will be tried by a rigged 
jury. Throughout the first week the defence 
fought .for the right to a jury representing 
the Bradford community in which our brothers 
live and or~~ise. 

"I have always believed," said Tariq Ali, 
who is defending himself, "that when someone 
is tried in a court of law they are tried by 
a jury of their peers," 
But in this trial the jury will be predomin
.ately white, middle aged and drawn from the 
middle cl~ss districts of Leeds 12 and 13. 
Out of 131 potential jurors only two are 
Asian, 

Reiigioua 

The judge threw out the challenge to this 
jury. "Yes," he said, "Jurors could be 
summoned from Bradford but "for reasons of 
administrative convenience" this had never 
been done and would not be done in this case. 
So Justice for the twelve takes second place' 
to the adminstrative convenience of some court 
official, 
This isn't the first time the authorities 
have rigged a jury in a political trial to 
get the verdict they want. 

Back in 1670 at a trial of tw·o Quakers for 
holding 'conspiratorial gatherings' a jury 
was locked up without food or water until 
they gave a verdict, When they found •not 
guilty' they were fined and jailed until 
they paid the fines. 

Ins=ection 

The barristers representing the twelve, 
particularly Paddy O'Connor, presented case 
after case which gave a legal precedent for a 
representative jury in this trial. 
Paddy O'Connor described the 1848 Dublin 
treason trial of the editor of two Irish 
republican newspapers . Kevin O'Doherty and 
John Mitchel. 

RACIST TERROR 
Those living in Bradford know of hundreds of 
such racist attacks, ranging from graffiti and 
slogans, to assault, arson and firebombs, 
* 10 July 1981: Asian man stabbed and robbed, 
Another Asian threatened with a knife, Two 
white youths arrested. 

* 24 Ju1y 1981: Two Asian homes gutted by 
firebombs. Two white men charged and released 
immediately on bail, 

* 14 July 1981: Asian schoolboy attacked by 40 
white youths with a petrol bomb. Only two 
charged- with stealing petrol and assaultl 

* 23 August 1981 : The West Indian Community 
Centre, regular meeting place for the July 11 
Action Committee, firebombed and gutted, 
Police say it's an accident, 

* 24 September 1981: Local paper reports that 
black taxi drivers and other black ~eople are 
being attacked late at night from cruising 
vans, 
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"Without my people represented on that 
.jury they will be unable to understand 
why I am and what I am and what went 
through my head on that day." 

Tariq Ali. 

~48 was the year of the Great Famine. 
~dreds of thousands of Irish men and 
~men starved to death after a potato blight 
~literat~d their only source of food. 
In the midst of the death and misery that 

laused, the English landlords exported all 
he grain to England. 0 1 Doherty and Mi. tchel 
~lled for an insurrection against English 
lule in Ireland. 
~th men were tried by rigged juries and 
~und guilty. At the time two thirds ·of the 
~pulation of Dublin were Catholic. One 
~ird were Protestant and supporters of the 
Inglish Queen. 
~t jurors were hand-picked according to 
leligion and two thirds turned out to . be 
lrotestant. 

Conspiratorial 

~e judge in those trials had said it would 
1e improper if jurors were selected on 
xeligious grounds'. 

lAll you have to do in this case", said Paddy 
'Connor, "is substitute for the w9rds 
jeligion, the words 1 geographical area "'• 

~roughout the seventies the state has been 
~xing juries to stop political defendants 
~tting a fair trial. 

rigged jury for the Bradford 12 is one more 
~ep in that direction. 
~e Twelve are facing the state with the 
~ales of justice tipped heavily against 
~em. Tomorrow you could be standing where 
f!ey stand today~ 

J)PPORT THE ~RADFORD 121 

* 20 November 1981: Murder of Asian taxi 
di.ver, Mohammed Arif, by a. Nazi. 
'$NTY THREE BLACK PEX:lPLE DIED AT THE HANDS OF 
Rt!STS IN THE FIRST SIX MONTHS OF 1981. 
*IThe New CroHs Massacre, 13 Zanuarr 1981: 
'I Dead and Nothing Said. 1 ?ol i.ce say there 
ienc racial motive for th€' firebombing. 

IThe Khan Family Murder, Wal thams tow, 
2 July 1981 a Parveen KhruJ and her three 
ldrr:;n bur11t ;,.live. Police Hay there is 

nG racial. motive. 

* Leeds, July 1581: Dioabled .Asian woxran 
bt:ni; to death and hEr house gutted by fire. 
Ftioe say there is no raeial mJtive, 
* Another five black people murdered 
in Coventry, Swindon, Peckham and Wandswortho 
~t do the police think of racist violence? 
~er white men attacked two black wcmen in 
~peltown, police investigating the case 
~d: "It makes a char~ for whites to beat 
up blacks . We've got hundreds of cases the 
~er way round ••••• " 

SUPPORT THESE PICKETS 
* Mass Picket ever.r Wednesday: Leeds Crown Court from M'a.y 5th, 
* Women's Mass Picket: Friday 14 May, 10 a,m, - 4 p.m. 
* Trade Union Mass Picket: Wednesday 19 May, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
* D3.y of Action for campaigns against the Immigration Laws. 
* IRily Pickets of court and attendance in public gallery. 

uNo Leeds Jury can 
understand" 

What does a rigged jury mean? 

"This case arises from racial 
violence on the Asian community 
in Bradford," defence barris
ter Sighbat Kadri told the 
judge. "Murders of Asians and 
arson on their homes. I shall 
produce evidence of racist vio
lence in Bradford - an experi
ence no Leeds jury can under
stand. 

Mike Mansfield produced stat
istics illustrating the diff
erence between the communities 
in Leeds and Bradford: 

"In 1978 in Bradford out of a 
total population of 450,000, 
34,000 were Asian. In Leeds, 
with a population of 720,000 
there ·were 17,500 Asians." 

"The local knowledge of the 
community was vital in this 
case," said Ed Reece. "The 
police are not as interested 
in giving statistics on black 
'muggers' in London. Racist 
attacks only become known 
through local publicity. If 
there is any basis to say the 
community is under attack, the 
people in the area are the 
only ones who can know that." 

To applause from the packed public 
gallery, Paddy O'Connor answered 
the Judge's accusation that the 
12 want a 'special jury' of Asians. 
"We are not asking for a special 
jury. We are having a special 
jury foisted upon us: special in 
that it excludes members of the 
Bradford community." 
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FRAMED! 
for fighting racism 

Most o1· the Bradford 12 are members or 
sympathisers of United Black Youth League 
- a militant organisation based in Bradford. 
* Members of UBYL fought for Anwar .Ditta ' s 
children to be brought into U.K . from Pakistan. 
The campaign, which lasted over a year won 
a major victory a~~inst the Home Office 
which had refused to accept that they were 
her children. This national campaign broke 
new ground which inspired and catalysed other 
campaigns centred on individuals suffer~ 
from racist and sexist immigration laws , to 
be mounted. * They supported the campaigns for Nasira 
Begum, Jaswinder Kaur, Cynthia Gordon and 
Nasreen Akhtar, all of whom faced deportation 
as a result of either being deserted or forced 
to leave their husbands. 

· * Members of UBYL campaigned for Gary 
Pemberton. The West Yorkshire Police 
trumped up a."l assault charge against him: 
but the campaign succeeded in obtaining his 
acquital. · 
* Members of the UBYL are well-known to the 
police for their history of struggle against 
fascists. For example, they actively supported 
the Harrogate College Students Union which 
campaigned on the qtlestion of Offering No 
Platform to Fascists. The campaign succeeded 
in exposing Andrew Brons, who is a Lect~er in 
Politics at Harrogate College to be an active 
member of the executive of the Local District 
of the Nati"onal Front. Significantly, members 
of the UBYL were carrying out an investigation 
to uncover.the relationship between the West 
Yorkshire Police and fascist groups. 

c. ••i.., trials .. polticlltrials 
* In 1924 the leaders of the Independence 
movement in India were jailed after being 
charged with conspiracy offences by the 
British government. 
* In 1973, the Shrevab~ building workers 
were imprisoned beoauee they ~sed trade 
union piakete. 

* A CHARGE OF CONSPIRACY ALLOWS '!fiE POLITICS 
OF 'lU ~S TO BE USED AGAIBST TH])l. 

Support is growing 
How you can help 

* Money iG desperately needed. Please make collec
tions and send donations . (Cheques to be made out 
to: Bradford 12 Defence . Fund.) 

* Send mesGages of support to the Bradford 12 
National Mobilising Committee . 

* Send telegrams of protest to Justice Beaumont , 
and support to the · Defence Counsel at Leeds 
Crown Court , No 2., Town Hall, Leeds . 

* Raise the issue with your friends and 
at your workplaces and organisations. 

Campaign 
News 

* On 26th April, the first day of the 
trial, over 500 supporters from all over 
the country packed the courtoom and 
mounted a strong and loud protest out
side the court . 
* Outside , the police mounted an unprovoked 
attack, picking out and arresting the 
chief steward. Then followed 5 other arrests 
including two juveniles who were illegally 
questioned without adults being present . 
* A further 4 supporters of the campaign 
have been arrested and are being threatened 
with charges of criminal damage for chalking 
on walls and fly-posting. One has been 
followed and assaulted by police. 
* On the same day, supporters of the 
Bradford 12 picketed the British Consul
ate General in Los Angeles, California. 
* Many statements of support demanding 
freedom for the Bradford 12 have been 
received from all over the country and 
overseas. 
* Telegrams of support nave been received 
in the courtoom, including these from Joan 
Maynard, M.P., Ron Brown M.P. , NCCL and 
many others demanding a representative 
jury. 

* Leeds Crown Court has been forced to 
remove the gags on the Bradford 12 after 
9 months of repressive bail conditions. 
All political restrictions have been 
lifted£ This represents a major victory 
for the Defence Campaign. 

George Lindo, proven innocent after police 
frame-up, has sent solidarity to the Bradford 12 . 


